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Topics covered by Official Notices in this issue

Languages Other Than English
Arabic 3 Unit Examination Specifications ....................................................................BOS 81/96
Chinese for Background Speakers 2/3 Unit Examination Specifications..................BOS 82/96
German HSC Examination Report 1995 — 2 Unit Speaking Skills............................BOS 83/96
HSC Italian: Film Option ...............................................................................................BOS 84/96

Mathematics
Pathways, Mathematics 2 Unit and 3 Unit ....................................................................BOS 85/96

IMPORTANT
The information below is the Board’s official advice to schools of the decisions it has taken, and should

be acted upon as such. Please ensure the Official Notices are circulated to all teaching staff.



Arabic 3 Unit Examination
Specifications

The Board advises that the following changes have been
made to the examination specifications for the 3 Unit
written examination.
In Section I Writing Skills, where candidates must
choose EITHER the composition OR translation of an
unseen passage, the number of words required has been
extended to 150–200 words. 

Effective: 1997 HSC Examination
Contact no: (02) 9927 8238

(02) 9927 8152
(02) 9927 8280

Chinese for Background
Speakers 2/3 Unit Examination
Specifications

The Board advises that the following changes have been
made to the examination specifications for the Chinese
for Background Speakers 2/3 Unit Listening and
Written examinations. 
In the 2/3 Unit (Common) examination, answers may be
written in EITHER Chinese OR English in the following
questions:

Listening Skills
Reading Skills (Section II)
Core Literature (Section I, Part B)

The Board also advises that in the Core Literature, Act 3
only of the play Death of an Actor by Tian Han is set for
intensive study and examination. However, students
should be familiar with the whole play.

Effective: 1997 HSC Examination
Contact no: (02) 9927 8238

(02) 9927 8160
(02) 9927 8152
(02) 9927 8280

German HSC Examination
Report 1995 — 2 Unit Speaking
Skills

The Board advises of a correction to the 2 Unit
(Common) Speaking Skills section of the 1995
Examination Report. 

Situation 2
‘Say that you had an argument’: wir haben gestritten/

Streit gehabt/Krach gehabt
not acceptable: wir haben ein Argument/einen Kampf gehabt

Effective: Immediately
Contact no: (02) 9927 8160

(02) 9927 8238

HSC Italian: Film Option

The Board wishes to confirm that a Film Option has not
been approved for the current (1981) Italian 2/3 Unit
Syllabus, and a Film Option will not be examined in the
1997 HSC, contrary to a statement in the 1997
Prescribed Texts booklet. 
A Film Option may be introduced in the revised Italian
syllabus, on which work has been undertaken this year.
Schools will be advised in due course.

Contact no: (02) 9927 8152
(02) 9927 8280
(02) 9927 8238

Pathways, Mathematics 2 Unit
and 3 Unit 

Schools are advised that the following amendments are
to be made regarding arrangements for the Mathematics
2 Unit and 3 Unit (Additional) courses under Pathways:

1. Programming the Mathematics 3 Unit course
The Board’s division of the 3 Unit course into
Preliminary and HSC components is retained (with
the amendment below). Schools, however, may teach
topics from the 3 Unit HSC course before all the topics
of the 3 Unit Preliminary course have been taught.

2. Assessment of the Mathematics 3 Unit course
School assessment for the 3 Unit (Additional) HSC
course can be based on the whole of the 3 Unit course
(Preliminary and HSC courses). Assessment for this
course should not begin until the school program of
HSC assessments for other subjects begins (this is
usually no earlier than Term 4 of Year 11).

3. Amendment to the Mathematics 3 Unit HSC course
The topic on Mathematical Induction (currently in
the 3 Unit Preliminary course) is moved to the 3 Unit
HSC course.

Note that the current arrangements for examining the
Mathematics 3 Unit course will be maintained.

4. Amendment to the Mathematics 2 Unit HSC course
The current arrangement of dividing the 2 Unit
course into Preliminary and HSC courses will be
maintained. However the topic on Series (currently
in the 2 Unit Preliminary course) is moved to the
HSC course.

Note that the current arrangements for assessing and
examining the 2 Unit course will be maintained.
The changes are to take effect from Year 11, 1997.

Contact no: (02) 9927 8103
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HSC Examinations
1996 HSC University Scaling of Mathematics 4 Unit (Additional) Paper .............................................BOS 01/96 Vol 5 No 1
General Studies 1 Unit and Applied Studies 1 Unit ..............................................................................BOS 10/96 Vol 5 No 2
1996 HSC English Examinations ..............................................................................................................BOS 11/96 Vol 5 No 2
Science for Life 2 Unit Examination 1996...............................................................................................BOS 12/96 Vol 5 No 2
HSC Geography 2/3 Unit Specimen Examination Broadsheet .............................................................BOS 13/96 Vol 5 No 2
Dance 2 Unit — HSC Examination, 1996 and thereafter ......................................................................BOS 14/96 Vol 5 No 2
Visual Arts 2/3 Unit (Common) HSC Written Examination, 1996 and 

3 Unit (Additional) HSC Written Examination, 1996 ..........................................................................BOS 15/96 Vol 5 No 2
Approved Scientific Calculators — School Certificate Reference Tests and Higher 

School Certificate Examinations 1996 (see BOS 17/96 Vol 5 No 2)
HSC Supervisors of Marking — Expressions of Interest (BOS 30/96 Vol 5 No 2)
1996 Higher School Certificate Timetable ..............................................................................................BOS 31/96 Vol 5 No 3
Discontinuation of AMEB Music as an HSC Course ...............................................................................BOS 32/96 Vol 5 No 3
General Instructions for Use of Calculators—School Certificate Reference Tests and 

Higher School Certificate Examinations 1996 (see BOS 42/96 Vol 5 No 4)
Change to HSC Scaling Points for 1996 — A Reminder ........................................................................BOS 43/96 Vol 5 No 4
Examination Committee Membership—Expressions of Interest ...........................................................BOS 44/96 Vol 5 No 4
1996 Higher School Certificate Examination — Student Identification Procedures...........................BOS 45/96 Vol 5 No 4
Consolidation of Information Regarding Changes to HSC English 

Examinations for 1996 ............................................................................................................................BOS 63/96 Vol 5 No 6
1996 Higher School Certificate Oral/Aural Examinations in School-based Languages: French,

German, Indonesian and Japanese ........................................................................................................BOS 64/96 Vol 5 No 6

School Certificate Reference Tests
School Certificate Reference Test — Science ..........................................................................................BOS 16/96 Vol 5 No 2
Approved Scientific Calculators — School Certificate Reference Tests 

and Higher School Certificate Examinations 1996...............................................................................BOS 17/96 Vol 5 No 2
The Application of the School Certificate Course Performance Descriptors to 

Non-reference-tested Courses in Stage 5 ...............................................................................................BOS 41/96 Vol 5 No 4
General Instructions for Use of Calculators — School Certificate Reference 

Tests and Higher School Certificate Examinations 1996 .....................................................................BOS 42/96 Vol 5 No 4

Creative Arts
Dance 2 Unit — HSC Examination, 1996 and thereafter (see BOS 14/96 Vol 5 No 2)
Visual Arts 2/3 Unit (Common) HSC Written Examination, 1996 

and 3 Unit (Additional) HSC Written Examination, 1996 (see BOS 15/96 Vol 5 No 2)
Visual Arts HSC Paper 1995 — Typographical Error..............................................................................BOS 18/96 Vol 5 No 2
Discontinuation of AMEB Music as an HSC Course (see BOS 32/96 Vol 5 No 3)
Recommended Areas of Study for the 1997 HSC Visual Arts 2/3 Unit (Common)

Written Examination ...............................................................................................................................BOS 46/96 Vol 5 No 4
Dance, 1997 Core Appreciation................................................................................................................BOS 56/96 Vol 5 No 5
Drama, 1997 Text List, Individual Project................................................................................................BOS 57/96 Vol 5 No 5

English
English 3 Unit, 1996 and 1997 — Option (g) The Novel of Awakening ..............................................BOS 02/96 Vol 5 No 1
1996 HSC English Examinations (see BOS 11/96 Vol 5 No 2)
English 2 Unit (Contemporary) 1996–97 and 2/3 Unit (Common) 1996–97 .....................................BOS 19/96 Vol 5 No 2
English Stage 6 — Implementation Date.................................................................................................BOS 33/96 Vol 5 No 3
English 1996/1997 2 Unit Contemporary Prescribed Texts — Contemporary 

Issue (iv), Peace and War........................................................................................................................BOS 47/96 Vol 5 No 4
English, 3 Unit, 1996–97 ...........................................................................................................................BOS 58/96 Vol 5 No 5
Consolidation of Information Regarding Changes to HSC English Examinations

for 1996 (see BOS 63/96 Vol 5 No 6)

Human Society and Its Environment
HSC Geography 2/3 Unit Specimen Examination Broadsheet (see BOS 13/96 Vol 5 No 2)
Expressions of Interest for Project Team HSIE K–6................................................................................BOS 48/96 Vol 5 No 4
Draft Citizenship Education Framework Years 7–10 History, Geography 

and Commerce ........................................................................................................................................BOS 49/96 Vol 5 No 4

Languages Other Than English
Russian 3 Unit ............................................................................................................................................BOS 03/96 Vol 5 No 1
Turkish 3 Unit Prescribed Texts, Topics, Projects and Works etc, 1996 ................................................BOS 20/96 Vol 5 No 2
The 100 hours Mandatory Requirement in LOTE and Students with Special 

Education Needs......................................................................................................................................BOS 21/96 Vol 5 No 2
Indonesian for Background Speakers, 2/3 Unit HSC Examination 1996.............................................BOS 22/96 Vol 5 No 2
Languages Other Than English, Listening Skills Examinations ............................................................BOS 23/96 Vol 5 No 2
Modern Greek 2/3 Unit HSC Examination 1996 Speaking Skills .........................................................BOS 34/96 Vol 5 No 3
Latin 2/3 Unit, 1997..................................................................................................................................BOS 35/96 Vol 5 No 3
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Languages Other Than English (continued)
German, 1997 2/3 Unit (Related) Course and 2 Unit (General) Course ............................................BOS 59/96 Vol 5 No 5
German, 1997 2/3 Unit Film Option .......................................................................................................BOS 60/96 Vol 5 No 5
1996 Higher School Certificate Oral/Aural Examinations in School-based Languages: French,

German, Indonesian and Japanese (see BOS 64/96 Vol 5 No 6)
Indonesian (Background Speakers) 2/3 Unit, 1997...............................................................................BOS 65/96 Vol 5 No 6
Arabic 2 Unit General, 1997 .....................................................................................................................BOS 66/96 Vol 5 No 6
Arabic 3 Unit Examination Specifications ...............................................................................................BOS 81/96 Vol 5 No 8
Chinese for Background Speakers 2/3 Unit Examination Specifications.............................................BOS 82/96 Vol 5 No 8
German HSC Examination Report 1995 — 2 Unit Speaking Skills.......................................................BOS 83/96 Vol 5 No 8
HSC Italian: Film Option ..........................................................................................................................BOS 84/96 Vol 5 No 8

Mathematics
Mathematics in Society HSC Examination Paper....................................................................................BOS 61/96 Vol 5 No 5
Amendment to Mathematics 4 Unit Syllabus...........................................................................................BOS 67/96 Vol 5 No 6
Pathways, Mathematics 2 Unit and 3 Unit ...............................................................................................BOS 85/96 Vol 5 No 8

Personal Development, Health and Physical Education
Exercise and Sports Studies Stage 5 Content Endorsed Course ............................................................BOS 62/96 Vol 5 No 5
Change to Personal Development, Health and Physical Education 2 Unit Syllabus ............................BOS 68/96 Vol 5 No 6
Change to Community Health Module of 2 Unit Personal Development,

Health and Physical Education Syllabus ................................................................................................BOS 78/96 Vol 5 No 7

Science
Science for Life 2 Unit Examination 1996 (see BOS 12/96 Vol 5 No 2)
School Certificate Reference Test — Science (see BOS 16/96 Vol 5 No 2)
Changes to Biology 2 Unit Stage 6 Syllabus.............................................................................................BOS 69/96 Vol 5 No 6
Changes to Chemistry 2 Unit Stage 6 Syllabus, 1996/97........................................................................BOS 70/96 Vol 5 No 6
Changes to Chemistry 2 Unit Stage 6 Syllabus, 1997/98........................................................................BOS 71/96 Vol 5 No 6
Changes to Geology 2 Unit Stage 6 Syllabus............................................................................................BOS 72/96 Vol 5 No 6
Changes to Physics 2 Unit Stage 6 Syllabus..............................................................................................BOS 73/96 Vol 5 No 6
Changes to Science 3/4 Unit Stage 6 Syllabus ........................................................................................BOS 74/96 Vol 5 No 6
Changes to Science for Life Stage 6 Syllabus...........................................................................................BOS 75/96 Vol 5 No 6
Experiments Involving Animals ................................................................................................................BOS 76/96 Vol 5 No 6
Expressions of Interest for Science 7–10 Writing Brief Project Team ...................................................BOS 79/96 Vol 5 No 7

Technological and Applied Studies
Design and Technology Stage 6 ................................................................................................................BOS 04/96 Vol 5 No 1
Computing Studies 2 Unit (General).......................................................................................................BOS 05/96 Vol 5 No 1
Computing Studies 2/3 Unit (Common) ...............................................................................................BOS 06/96 Vol 5 No 1
Reintroduction of Industrial Technology, Year 11, 1996 ........................................................................BOS 07/96 Vol 5 No 1
Categorisation of Food Technology 2/3 Unit..........................................................................................BOS 08/96 Vol 5 No 1
Delivery to Schools of Pathways Version of the 1983 Industrial Technology 

Syllabus, Subject Manual Information, and Advice on Course Exclusions .........................................BOS 24/96 Vol 5 No 2
Industrial Technology 2 Unit Course Exclusions ....................................................................................BOS 25/96 Vol 5 No 2
Important Information about Assessment in Design and Technology Stage 6 .....................................BOS 26/96 Vol 5 No 2
Food Technology Examination Report, 1995 ..........................................................................................BOS 36/96 Vol 5 No 3
Expressions of Interest for Project Team for Engineering Science .......................................................BOS 50/96 Vol 5 No 4
Expressions of Interest for Project Team for Industrial Technology .....................................................BOS 51/96 Vol 5 No 4
Specialised Study in Design and Technology 3 Unit (Additional).........................................................BOS 52/96 Vol 5 No 4
Experiments Involving Animals (see BOS 76/96 Vol 5 No 6)

Information
Recognition of Students’ Employment for Work Placement Purposes .................................................BOS 09/96 Vol 5 No 1
A Summary of Stage 5 Course Performance Descriptors Dispatched Since 1993 ................................BOS 27/96 Vol 5 No 2
Certification for 2 Unit Industry Studies and the Vocational Content Endorsed Courses ..................BOS 28/96 Vol 5 No 2
Revised Syllabuses for JSSTAFE Board Developed Courses — Electronics 

Technology and Tourism Sector Services (Travel)................................................................................BOS 29/96 Vol 5 No 2
HSC Supervisors of Marking — Expressions of Interest.........................................................................BOS 30/96 Vol 5 No 2
Primary Curriculum Development Schedule...........................................................................................BOS 37/96 Vol 5 No 3
Secondary Curriculum Development Schedule ......................................................................................BOS 38/96 Vol 5 No 3
Dual-Accredited Vocational Courses.........................................................................................................BOS 39/96 Vol 5 No 3
Self-Tuition Students: Review of Requirements Under Pathways...........................................................BOS 40/96 Vol 5 No 3
Examination Reports for Small Candidature Courses ............................................................................BOS 53/96 Vol 5 No 4
Categorisation of Board Courses ..............................................................................................................BOS 54/96 Vol 5 No 4
Higher School Certificate Advice Line — Employment of Advisers......................................................BOS 55/96 Vol 5 No 4
Distinction Courses 1997 Expression of Interest .....................................................................................BOS 77/96 Vol 5 No 6
Students Commencing and Completing Joint Secondary Schools/TAFE (JSSTAFE) Courses in 

Term 4 of 1996.........................................................................................................................................BOS 80/96 Vol 5 No 7
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