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H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E

E X A M I N AT I O N

Classical Greek Continuers

General Instructions

• Reading time – 5 minutes

• Working time – 3 hours

• Write using black or blue pen
Black pen is preferred

Total marks – 100

Section I Pages 2–6

35 marks

• Attempt Questions 1–3

• Allow about 1 hour for this section

Section II Pages 7–11

35 marks

• Attempt Questions 4–6

• Allow about 1 hour for this section

Section III Pages 12–15

30 marks

• Attempt Questions 7–8

• Allow about 1 hour for this section



Section I — Prescribed Text – Thucydides Book VII

35 marks
Attempt Questions 1–3
Allow about 1 hour for this section

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Question 1 (10 marks)

Translate BOTH extracts into ENGLISH.
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(a) Oi d∆ oun Surakosioi kai oi xummacoi eikotw~

enomisan kalon agwnisma sfisin einai epi th

gegenhmenh nikh th~ naumacia~ elein te to stratopedon

apan twn ∆Aqhnaiwn tosouton on, kai mhde kaq∆ etera

autou~, mhte dia qalassh~ mhte tw pezw, diafugein.

eklhon oun ton te limena euqu~ ton megan, econta to

stoma oktw stadiwn malista, trihresi plagiai~ kai

ploioi~ kai akatoi~ ep∆ agkurwn ormizonte~, kai

talla, hn eti naumacein oi ∆Aqhnaioi tolmhswsi,

pareskeuazonto, kai oligon ouden e~ ouden epenooun.

THUCYDIDES VII 59.2–3
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(b) deinon oun hn ou kaq∆ en monon twn pragmatwn, oti ta~ te

nau~ apolwlekote~ pasa~ apecwroun kai anti megalh~

elpido~ kai autoi kai h poli~ kinduneuonte~, alla kai

en th apoleiyei tou stratopedou xunebaine th te oyei

ekastw algeina kai th gnwmh aisqesqai. twn te gar

nekrwn atafwn ontwn, opote ti~ idoi tina twn epithdeiwn

keimenon, e~ luphn meta fobou kaqistato, kai oi zwnte~

kataleipomenoi traumatiai te kai asqenei~ polu twn

teqnewtwn toi~ zwsi luphroteroi hsan kai twn

apolwlotwn aqliwteroi.

THUCYDIDES VII 75.2–3

5



Question 2 (15 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extracts, then answer the questions that follow. Use the extracts and your
knowledge of the text in your answers.

(a) Kai tauth men th hmera apecwrhsen h stratia twn

Surakosiwn: th d∆ usteraia tai~ te nausin ekpleousin

ousai~ ex kai ebdomhkonta kai tw pezw ama pro~ ta

teich ecwroun. oi d∆ ∆Aqhnaioi antanhgon nausin ex kai

ogdohkonta kai prosmeixante~ enaumacoun. kai ton

Eurumedonta econta to dexion kera~ twn ∆Aqhnaiwn kai

boulomenon periklhsasqai ta~ nau~ twn enantiwn kai

epexagonta tw plw pro~ thn ghn mallon, nikhsante~ oi

Surakosioi kai oi xummacoi to meson prwton twn

∆Aqhnaiwn apolambanousi kakeinon en tw koilw kai

mucw tou limeno~ kai auton te diafqeirousi kai ta~ met∆

autou nau~ epispomena~: epeita de kai ta~ pasa~ hdh

nau~ twn ∆Aqhnaiwn katediwkon te kai exewqoun e~ thn

ghn.

THUCYDIDES VII 52
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(i) What does this extract tell us about Eurymedon? 2

(ii) Explain why this encounter had a great effect upon the morale of both
sides.

3
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Question 2 continues on page 4



Question 2 (continued)

(b) hn te en tw autw strateumati twn ∆Aqhnaiwn, ew~

agcwmala enaumacoun, panta omou akousai, olofurmo~

boh, nikwnte~ kratoumenoi, alla osa en megalw kindunw

mega stratopedon polueidh anagkazoito fqeggesqai.

paraplhsia de kai oi epi twn newn autoi~ epascon, prin

ge dh oi Surakosioi kai oi xummacoi epi polu

antiscoush~ th~ naumacia~ etreyan te tou~ ∆Aqhnaiou~

kai epikeimenoi lamprw~, pollh kraugh kai

diakeleusmw crwmenoi, katediwkon e~ thn ghn. tote de o

men nautiko~ strato~ allo~ allh, osoi mh metewroi

ealwsan, katenecqente~ exepeson e~ to stratopedon: o

de pezo~ ouketi diaforw~, all∆ apo mia~ ormh~ oimwgh te

kai stonw pante~ dusanascetounte~ ta gignomena, oi men

epi ta~ nau~ parebohqoun, oi de pro~ to loipon tou

teicou~ e~ fulakhn, alloi de kai oi pleistoi hdh peri

sfa~ autou~ kai oph swqhsontai dieskopoun. hn te en tw

parautika oudemia~ dh twn xumpaswn elasswn ekplhxi~.

paraplhsia te epeponqesan kai edrasan autoi en

Pulw: diafqareiswn gar twn newn toi~ Lakedaimonioi~

prosapwllunto autoi~ kai oi en th  nhsw andre~

diabebhkote~, kai tote toi~ ∆Aqhnaioi~ anelpiston hn to

kata ghn swqhsesqai, hn mh ti para logon gignhtai.

THUCYDIDES VII 71.4–7
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Explain how Thucydides in this extract emphasises the tragic aspects of the
battle.
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Question 2 continues on page 5



Question 2 (continued)

J v

(c) Tou~ d∆ en tai~ liqotomiai~ oi Surakosioi calepw~

tou~ prwtou~ cronou~ meteceirisan. en gar koilw cwriw

onta~ kai oligw pollou~ oi te hlioi to prwton kai to

pnigo~ eti elupei dia to astegaston kai ai nukte~

epigignomenai tounantion metopwrinai kai yucrai th

metabolh e~ asqeneian enewterizon, panta te poiountwn

autwn dia stenocwrian en tw autw kai proseti twn

nekrwn omou ep∆ allhloi~ xunnenhmenwn, oi ek te twn

traumatwn kai dia thn metabolhn kai to toiouton

apeqnhskon, kai osmai hsan ouk anektoi, kai limw ama

kai diyh epiezonto (edidosan gar autwn ekastw epi

oktw mhna~ kotulhn udato~ kai duo kotula~ sitou),

alla te osa eiko~ en tw toioutw cwriw empeptwkota~

kakopaqhsai, ouden oti ouk epegeneto autoi~: kai

hmera~ men ebdomhkonta tina~ outw dihthqhsan aqrooi:

epeita plhn ∆Aqhnaiwn kai ei tine~ Sikeliwtwn h

∆Italiwtwn xunestrateusan, tou~ allou~ apedonto.

elhfqhsan de oi xumpante~, akribeia men calepon

exeipein, omw~ de ouk elassou~ eptakisciliwn.

THUCYDIDES VII 87.1–4
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(i) What does the number eptakisciliwn indicate about the extent of
Athenian losses during the retreat?

2

(ii) To what extent is the treatment of these prisoners in accordance with the
terms of surrender agreed with Demosthenes?

3

– 5 –

End of Question 2



In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:

� demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the text as a work of literature

� present a logical and cohesive response to the question, supported by relevant examples

Question 3 (10 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

to te xumpan eipein, oudeni tropw oi efh areskein en tw autw eti

menein, all∆ oti tacista hdh exanistasqai kai mh mellein. kai o

Eurumedwn autw tauta xunhgoreuen. antilegonto~ de tou Nikiou okno~

ti~ kai mellhsi~ enegeneto kai ama uponoia mh ti kai pleon eidw~ o

Nikia~ iscurizhtai. kai oi men ∆Aqhnaioi toutw tw tropw diemellhsan

te kai kata cwran emenon.

THUCYDIDES VII 49.3–4
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What insights into the course of events of Book VII does this depiction of the
Athenian commanders offer?
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Section II — Prescribed Text – Euripides, Medea

35 marks
Attempt Questions 4–6
Allow about 1 hour for this section

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Question 4 (10 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Translate BOTH extracts into ENGLISH.

230

235

(a) pantwn d∆ os∆ est∆ emyuca kai gnwmhn ecei

gunaike~ esmen aqliwtaton futon:

a~ prwta men dei crhmatwn uperbolh

posin priasqai, despothn te swmato~

labein: kakou gar tout∆ et∆ algion kakon.

kan twd∆ agwn megisto~, h kakon labein

h crhston. ou gar eukleei~ apallagai

gunaixin, oud∆ oion t∆ anhnasqai posin.

EURIPIDES Medea 230–237
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4
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920

(b) all∆ e~ to lwon son meqesthken kear,

egnw~ de thn nikwsan, alla tw cronw,

boulhn: gunaiko~ erga tauta swfrono~.

umin de, paide~, ouk afrontistw~ pathr

pollhn eqhke sun qeoi~ swthrian:

oimai gar uma~ thsde gh~ Korinqia~

ta prwt∆ esesqai sun kasignhtoi~ eti.

all∆ auxanesqe: talla d∆ exergazetai

pathr te kai qewn osti~ estin eumenh~:

idoimi d∆ uma~ eutrafei~ hbh~ telo~

molonta~, ecqrwn twn emwn uperterou~.

EURIPIDES Medea 911–921

j j ; ` / ; v v

[ ; ; ` j ; ` / v /

v ; [ ` v

J ` v ` j j v ;

; [ ; ` v

\ ; J ` ` ` v

; ` [ ; v [

j j v [ j v

v ; ` { j ; j v

[ J ` j ` { v

v j ` ` j ` J v

– 7 –

6



Question 5 (15 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extracts, then answer the questions that follow. Use the extracts and your
knowledge of the text in your answers.

(a)

350

355

Kr. hkista toumon lhm∆ efu turannikon,

aidoumeno~ de polla dh diefqora:

kai nun orw men examartanwn, gunai,

omw~ de teuxh toude: prounnepw de soi,

ei s∆ h ∆piousa lampa~ oyetai qeou

kai paida~ ento~ thsde termonwn cqono~,

qanh: lelektai muqo~ ayeudh~ ode.

nun d∆, ei menein dei, mimn∆ ef∆ hmeran mian:

ou gar ti drasei~ deinon wn fobo~ m∆ ecei.

EURIPIDES Medea 348–356
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(i) Explain the reasons for the fear Creon expresses in line 356. 2

(ii) By what means has Medea managed to persuade Creon to agree to her
request?

3
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Question 5 continues on page 9



Question 5 (continued)

535

540

(b) all∆ ouk akribw~ auto qhsomai lian:

oph gar oun wnhsa~, ou kakw~ ecei.

meizw ge mentoi th~ emh~ swthria~

eilhfa~ h dedwka~, w~ egw frasw.

prwton men ÔEllad∆ anti barbarou cqono~

gaian katoikei~ kai dikhn epistasai

nomoi~ te crhsqai mh pro~ iscuo~ carin:

pante~ de s∆ hsqont∆ ousan ”Ellhne~ sofhn

kai doxan esce~: ei de gh~ ep∆ escatoi~

oroisin wkei~, ouk an hn logo~ seqen.

eih d∆ emoige mhte cruso~ en domoi~

mht∆ ∆Orfew~ kallion umnhsai melo~,

ei mh ∆pishmo~ h tuch genoito moi.

EURIPIDES Medea 532–544
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(i) Outline the claims made by Medea to which Jason is responding in
line 533.

2

(ii) What does this extract reveal about Jason? 3
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Question 5 continues on page 10



Question 5 (continued)

(c)

1360

1365

1370

pro~ tauta kai leainan, ei boulh, kalei

kai Skullan h Turshnon ˇ wkhsen pedon:ˇ

th~ sh~ gar w~ crh kardia~ anqhyamhn.

Ia. kauth ge luph kai kakwn koinwno~ ei.

Mh. saf∆ isqi: luei d∆ algo~, hn su mh ∆ggela~.

Ia. w tekna, mhtro~ w~ kakh~ ekursate.

Mh. w paide~, w~ wlesqe patrwa nosw.

Ia. outoi nun hmh dexia sf∆ apwlesen.

Mh. all∆ ubri~, oi te soi neodmhte~ gamoi.

Ia. lecou~ sfe khxiwsa~ ouneka ktanein.

Mh. smikron gunaiki phma tout∆ einai dokei~…

Ia. hti~ ge swfrwn: soi de pant∆ estin kaka.

Mh. oid∆ ouket∆ eisi: touto gar se dhxetai.

Ia. oid∆ eisin, oimoi, sw kara miastore~.

Mh. isasin osti~ hrxe phmonh~ qeoi.

Ia. isasi dhta shn g∆ apoptuston frena.

Mh. stugei: pikran de baxin ecqairw seqen.

EURIPIDES Medea 1358–1374
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Explain how this extract exemplifies the conflict at the heart of the play. 5
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End of Question 5



In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:

� demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the text as a work of literature

� present a logical and cohesive response to the question, supported by relevant examples

Question 6 (10 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

mhdei~ me faulhn kasqenh nomizetw

mhd∆ hsucaian, alla qaterou tropou,

bareian ecqroi~ kai filoisin eumenh:

twn gar toioutwn eukleestato~ bio~.

EURIPIDES Medea 807–810

v v j ` v

J v j ; v v
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Assess the significance of this statement for reaching an understanding of Medea’s
character and actions in this play.

10
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Please turn over



Section III — Unseen Texts

30 marks
Attempt Questions 7–8
Allow about 1 hour for this section

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your translation you will be assessed on how well you:
demonstrate understanding of the text by translating into clear and fluent English
demonstrate your understanding of the content and style of the author by selecting
vocabulary appropriate to the context

Question 7 (15 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract, then answer the questions that follow.

Alcestis, about to die, takes measures to protect her children

Alcestis Children, you yourselves have heard this – 
your father saying that he will not ever take another 
wife to be over you and will not dishonour me.

Admetus I say it again now and what is more I will do it.

Al. epi toisde paida~ ceiro~ ex emh~ decou. 375

Ad. decomai, filon ge dwron ek filh~ cero~.

Al. su nun genou toisd∆ ant∆ emou mhthr teknoi~.

Ad. pollh m∆ anagkh, sou g∆ apesterhmenoi~.

Al. w tekn∆, ote zhn crhn m∆, apercomai katw.

Ad. oimoi, ti drasw dhta sou monoumeno~… 380

Al. crono~ malaxei s∆: ouden esq∆ o katqanwn.

Ad. agou me sun soi, pro~ qewn, agou katw.

Al. arkoumen hmei~ oi proqnhskonte~ seqen.

Ad. w daimon, oia~ suzugou m∆ aposterei~.

Al. kai mhn skoteinon omma mou barunetai. 385

Ad. apwlomhn ar∆, ei me dh leiyei~, gunai.

EURIPIDES Alcestis 371–386
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Acknowledgement: Euripides Alcestis edited by A.M. Dale, (1954) pages19–20. By permission of Oxford University Press, (USA) 

Question 7 continues on page 13



Question 7 (continued)

v

[

monow to leave alone, bereave

malassw to soften

arkew to be sufficient

suzugo~ h wife

skoteino~, -h, on dark

barunw to weigh down, make heavy

v

v

j v

v J

v v v

v

(a) Why is mhthr (line 377) in the nominative case? 1

(b) Which word in line 379 is an infinitive? 1

(c) Identify the voice of agou (line 382). 1

(d) Translate lines 375–386 into ENGLISH. 10

(e) Choose TWO phrases from lines 375–386 and explain how they indicate
Admetus’s feelings for Alcestis.

2
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End of Question 7

Please turn over



In your translation you will be assessed on how well you:

� demonstrate understanding of the text by translating into clear and fluent English

� demonstrate your understanding of the content and style of the author by selecting
vocabulary appropriate to the context

Question 8 (15 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract, then answer the questions that follow.

THUCYDIDES III 52.1–3

– 14 –

Question 8 continues on page 15

Awaiting copyright



Question 8 (continued)

j v

`

j `

dikasth~ o arbitrator, judge

kolazw to punish

trefw to feed, maintain

en osw until

v J

v

v
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(a) Identify the voice of eirhmenon (line 3). 1

(b) Identify the mood of xugcwroien (line 5). 1

(c) Why is autwn (line 7) in the genitive case? 1

(d) Translate the Greek extract into ENGLISH. 10

(e) Why was it important to the Peloponnesians that the Plataeans should surrender
willingly?

2

End of paper
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