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H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E

E X A M I N AT I O N

Centre Number

Student Number

German Beginners

General Instructions

• Reading time – 10 minutes

• Working time – 2 hours and
30 minutes

• Write using black or blue pen
Black pen is preferred

• Monolingual and/or bilingual
print dictionaries may be used

• Write your Centre Number and
Student Number at the top of
this page and pages 5, 7, 11, 15,
19 and 21

Total marks – 80

Section I Pages 2–6

30 marks

• Attempt Questions 1–9

• This section should take approximately 40 minutes

Section II Pages 7–17

30 marks

• Attempt Questions 10–14

• Allow about 1 hour for this section

Section III Pages 19–22

20 marks

This section has two parts, Part A and Part B

• Allow about 50 minutes for this section

Part A – 10 marks

• Attempt Questions 15–16

Part B – 10 marks

• Attempt either Question 17 or Question 18
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Section I — Listening

30 marks
Attempt Questions 1–9
This section should take approximately 40 minutes

You will hear NINE texts. Each text will be read twice. The question for each text will be
read once before the first reading of the text. There will be a pause after the first reading in
which you may make notes. However, you may make notes at any time. You will be given
adequate time after the second reading to complete your answer. Answer the questions
in ENGLISH in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the expected length of
response. In the case of multiple-choice questions, tick the box that corresponds to the correct
response. You may proceed to Section II as soon as you have finished Question 9.

Question 1 (2 marks)

Why is Tina’s dad going to be late?

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

2

Question 2 (1 mark)

Where would you hear this announcement? 1

(A) At the airport

(B) At the tram stop

(C) At the bus station

(D) At the train station

Question 3 (3 marks)

Contrast the attitudes Peter and Luise have to their English lessons.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

3

Candidate’s
Notes



Question 4 (3 marks)

What are the benefits of joining this club?

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

3

Question 5 (3 marks)

Explain why Anna thinks Lukas should apply for the job.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

3

Question 6 (4 marks)

Why is Silke concerned about Stefan?

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

4

Candidate’s
Notes
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2013 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

German Beginners
Centre Number

Student Number

Section I — Listening (continued)

Question 7 (4 marks)

Summarise the main points of the argument between the brother and
sister.

• ..........................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

• ..........................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

• ..........................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

• ..........................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

4

Question 8 (5 marks)

(a) Who would be interested in this radio announcement?

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

2

(b) What are the requirements for an applicant to be successful?

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

3

– 5 –2331

Candidate’s
Notes



Question 9 (5 marks)

Describe the dilemma the family is facing about the weekend.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

5

You may now proceed to Section II

Candidate’s
Notes
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German Beginners
Centre Number

Student Number

Section II — Reading

30 marks
Attempt Questions 10–14
Allow about 1 hour for this section

Read the texts, then answer the questions in ENGLISH in the spaces provided. These spaces
provide guidance for the expected length of response.

Question 10 (3 marks)

Read the text, then answer the question that follows.

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

Gabi mein Schatz,

Vergiss bitte nicht, was ich Dir heute morgen
gesagt habe: Du musst Bruno um vier Uhr
zum Tierarzt bringen. Sei bitte pünktlich J.
Bitte kaufe auch neue Hundetabletten. Das
Geld dafür liegt in der unteren Schublade in
Papas Schreibtisch.

Danke. Bis heute Abend.

Mutti

– 7 –2332

What is the purpose of this note? 3



Question 11 (4 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

SMS 1 Hi Sebastian. So ein Mist, Mutti braucht das Auto
heute Abend, um Papa von der Arbeit abzuholen.
Bleibt es bei unseren Plänen? Willst Du trotzdem
gehen? Gruß Sabine.

SMS 2 Pech. Aber den neuen Johnny Bravo Film dürfen
wir einfach nicht verpassen! Er ist nur noch ein
paar Tage im Kino. Außerdem hat meine
Schwester ihre nervigen Freundinnen zu Besuch,
und ich will unbedingt aus dem Haus. Sebastian

SMS 3 Ok, es geht auch ohne Auto. Zum Glück wohnst
Du im Haus nebenan. Komm vorbei um 6 Uhr. Wir
müssen nur sehen, wann die Busse fahren. Sabine

– 8 –

(a) Clarify the relationship between the two people texting. 1

(b) Describe the problems Sebastian is facing. 3



Question 12 (6 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

Horoskop – Löwe und Waage
vom 28. Oktober – 3. November

Löwe

Waage

Die Woche wird für Dich aufregend sein. Bleib am Wochenende auf
keinen Fall zu Hause. Auch wenn Du nicht viel Lust hast oder müde
bist, nimm jede Einladung an! Du hast die Chance bei einer Party
Deinen Traumpartner kennenzulernen. Aber pass auf Deine
Gesundheit auf! Du isst gern Schokolade und trinkst gern Limonade,
aber zu viele Süßigkeiten können zu chronischen Bauchschmerzen
führen.

Achtung Waage! Deine Unpünktlichkeit kann diese Woche zu
Problemen führen. Gib acht, Dich nicht schon wieder zu verspäten.
Deine Freunde haben die Nase voll davon, auf Dich zu warten. Du
riskierst das Ende einer guten Freundschaft und verpasst vielleicht
sogar einen wichtigen Termin! Obwohl Du eine sehr hektische
Woche vor Dir hast, vergiss nicht, Dir Zeit zum Essen zu nehmen.
Am Besten drei gesunde Mahlzeiten mit viel Gemüse pro Tag. Auf
gar keinen Fall nur Hamburger und Pommes!

– 9 –

(a) Why should Leos accept invitations this weekend? 1

(b) What negative predictions are there for Librans? 2

(c) Contrast the predictions about health for Leos and Librans. 3
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German Beginners
Centre Number

Student Number

Section II — Reading (continued)

Question 13 (7 marks)

Please turn over

– 11 –2333
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Question 13 (7 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

Jahreszeugnis Schiller-Gymnasium Hagedorf

Name: Claudia Fellmann Schuljahr: 2012/2013

Klasse: 9a

Kommentar:

Claudia ist eine interessierte und freundliche Schülerin, die aber fleißiger
arbeiten sollte. Claudia muss lernen, ihre Hausaufgaben regelmäßig zu
machen und sich im Unterricht besser zu konzentrieren. Nachhilfe in den
naturwissenschaftlichen Fächern könnte ihr helfen, die Noten zu
verbessern. Es ist schön, dass Claudia sehr sportlich ist. Wir raten aber,
dass sie ihre Trainingsstunden etwas reduziert, um mehr Zeit für die
Schularbeiten zu haben. Leider muss Claudia die 9. Klasse wiederholen.

Leistungsübersicht

nicht

Deutsch 4 Mathematik 4

Englisch 2 Biologie 5

Französisch 2 Erdkunde 4

Musik 4 Physik 5

Sport 1

Notenstufen: 1 = sehr gut 2 = gut
3 = befriedigend 4 = ausreichend
5 = mangelhaft 6 = ungenügend

Arbeitsgemeinschaften

Theater, Informatik

Versetzungsvermerk

Claudia wird in die 10. Klasse versetzt.

Horst Schulze

Unterschrift
Schulleiter

Question 13 continues on page 13



Question 13 (continued)

(a) Based on her subjects and extracurricular activities, what are Claudia’s strengths
and interests?

2

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

(b) How might Claudia’s parents help her improve her performance? Justify your
response with reference to the text.

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

5

End of Question 13 

– 13 –
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2013 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

German Beginners
Centre Number

Student Number

Section II — Reading (continued)

Question 14 (10 marks)

Please turn over

– 15 –2334



Question 14 (10 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

Email 1

Datum: 2. September

Sehr geehrter Herr Meisner

Meine Frau, ich und unsere drei Kinder haben zehn Tage in Ihrem Hotel Seeblick verbracht.
Wir hatten uns schon seit Monaten so auf unseren Urlaub an der Nordsee gefreut – in der
Sonne liegen, im Meer baden, lange Spaziergänge an der schönen Küste machen. Davon
hatten wir lange geträumt.

Wir haben viel Glück mit dem herrlichen Wetter gehabt, und die Kinder haben großen Spaß
am Strand gehabt. Leider hatten wir aber weniger Glück mit dem Hotel. Auf Ihrer Webseite
sieht das Hotel ganz anders aus. Unsere Zimmer waren klein und dunkel, die Möbel waren
alt und der Teppich war ziemlich schmutzig. Außerdem hatten wir immer Probleme mit
dem Internet. Es hat sehr viel extra gekostet, und die Internetverbindung war sehr langsam.

Das Frühstück in Ihrem Hotel war auch eine riesige Enttäuschung. Wenn man nicht
pünktlich um sieben Uhr ins Frühstückszimmer kam, musste man lange in der Schlange
stehen, um auf einen Tisch zu warten. An manchen Tagen konnten wir noch nicht einmal
als Familie zusammensitzen.

Die Nordseeküste ist immer noch unser Lieblingsurlaubsziel, und wir kommen bestimmt
wieder, aber das nächste Mal werden wir uns ein anderes Hotel suchen müssen.

Ihr 
Hans Schmidt

Email 2

Datum: 3. September

Sehr geehrter Herr Schmidt

Es tut uns wirklich leid, dass Sie unser Hotel nicht gut gefunden haben, und ich schreibe
Ihnen deshalb sofort zurück.

Wir möchten uns entschuldigen und unsere Situation erklären: Nächsten Monat beginnen
wir die Renovierung unseres Hotels. Es stimmt, unser Hotel ist etwas altmodisch; wir haben
eine lange Tradition. Aber wir wollen modernisieren, damit Gäste wie Sie weiter zu uns
kommen. Natürlich werden wir auch unsere Technologie verbessern.

Im Namen des Hotels möchte ich Ihnen und Ihrer Familie in den Osterferien ein
kostenloses Wochenende in unserem renovierten Hotel anbieten. Zusetzlich möchten wir
Sie zu einer Bootsfahrt der Küste entlang einladen.

Wir entschuldigen uns nochmals und hoffen, dass wir Sie bald wiedersehen.

Mit freundlichen Grüßen,

Ihr 
Fritz Meisner, Hotel Manager Hotel Seeblick

– 16 –

Question 14 continues on page 17



Question 14 (continued)

(a) What kind of holiday had the Schmidt family planned?

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

2

(b) How did the hotel fail to meet the expectations of the Schmidt family?

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

3

(c) Based on the manager’s response, explain why the Schmidt family is likely to
return to the hotel.

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

5

– 17 –

End of Question 14
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German Beginners
Centre Number

Student Number

Section III — Writing in German
20 marks
Allow about 50 minutes for this section

Part A – 10 marks
Attempt Questions 15–16

Answer the questions in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the expected
length of response.

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you:

� demonstrate the relevance of information and ideas

� write text appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

� structure and sequence information and ideas 

� demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in German

Question 15 (4 marks)

You are planning a party. Write an invitation to your friends.

Write approximately 50 words in GERMAN.

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

4
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Question 16 (6 marks)

Something has come up that prevents you from doing your household chores. Write a
note asking your brother or sister to do them for you. 

Write approximately 75 words in GERMAN.

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

6
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Student Number

Section III (continued)

Part B – 10 marks
Attempt either Question 17 or Question 18

Answer the question in the space provided. This space provides guidance for the expected
length of response.

Write approximately 125 words in GERMAN.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:

� demonstrate the relevance of information and ideas

� write text appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

� structure and sequence information and ideas 

� demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in German

Question 17 (10 marks)

Heute gab es eine große Überraschung für Dich in der Schule. Schreib davon in deinem
Tagebuch.

You had a big surprise at school today. Write about it in your diary.

OR

Question 18 (10 marks)

Am Wochenende ist dir etwas Besonderes passiert. Schreib davon in deinem Tagebuch.

Something special happened to you on the weekend. Write about it in your diary.

Please turn over
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Question attempted

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

End of paper
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