
2470

Centre Number

Student Number2014 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
EXAMINATION

Italian Beginners

General Instructions

• Reading time – 10 minutes

• Working time – 2 hours and
30 minutes

• Write using black or blue pen
Black pen is preferred

• Monolingual and/or bilingual
print dictionaries may be used

• Write your Centre Number and
Student Number at the top of
this page and pages 5, 7, 11, 13,
17 and 19

Total marks – 80

Section I Pages 2–6

30 marks

• Attempt Questions 1–10

• This section should take approximately 40 minutes

Section II Pages 7–15

30 marks

• Attempt Questions 11–15

• Allow about 1 hour for this section

Section III Pages 17–20

20 marks

This section has two parts, Part A and Part B

• Allow about 50 minutes for this section

Part A – 10 marks

• Attempt Questions 16–17

Part B – 10 marks

• Attempt either Question 18 or Question 19
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Section I — Listening

30 marks
Attempt Questions 1–10
This section should take approximately 40 minutes

You will hear TEN texts. Each text will be read twice. There will be a pause after the first
reading in which you may make notes. However, you may make notes at any time. You will be
given adequate time after the second reading to complete your answer. Answer the questions
in ENGLISH in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the expected length of
response. In the case of multiple-choice questions, tick the box that corresponds to the correct
response. You may proceed to Section II as soon as you have finished Question 10.

Question 1 (1 mark)

Where would this announcement be heard? 1

(A) At an airport

(B) At a bus depot

(C) At a restaurant

(D) At a train station

Question 2 (2 marks)

Why is Luca disappointed? 2

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Question 3 (2 marks)

How does Marco justify his choice? 2

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Candidate’s
Notes



Question 4 (3 marks)

Why does Marinella have mixed feelings about her first day at work? 3

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Question 5 (3 marks)

(a) Why is Alessia making this call to Franco? 1

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

(b) What are Alessia’s concerns? 2

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

Question 6 (3 marks)

Summarise the information presented in this radio advertisement. 3

Section I continues on page 5

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Candidate’s
Notes
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2014 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

Italian Beginners

Section I — Listening (continued)

Question 7 (3 marks)

Explain why Simona and Davide will NOT meet on the weekend. 3

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Question 8 (4 marks)

(a) What is the cause for celebration? 1

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

(b) What is the woman’s decision likely to be? Support your answer
with reference to the text.

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

3
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Question 9 (4 marks)

Explain how Sonia tries to convince Massimo to go ahead with her
plan.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

4

Question 10 (5 marks)

Explain why Gianni’s plan is NOT a good one. 5

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

You may now proceed to Section II

Candidate’s
Notes
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2014 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

Italian Beginners

Section II — Reading

30 marks
Attempt Questions 11–15
Allow about 1 hour for this section

Student Number

Read the texts, then answer the questions in ENGLISH in the spaces provided. These spaces
provide guidance for the expected length of response.

Question 11 (2 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

FRANCESCO: Ciao Loredana, dove abita Piero? Non sono mai
stato a casa sua. Mi dici come arrivarci?

LOREDANA: Dalla stazione, attraversa la strada e vai sempre
dritto fino al secondo semaforo. Gira a destra. La
casa di Piero è a sinistra, accanto alla farmacia.

(a) Why does Francesco ask Loredana for directions? 1

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

(b) Circle the correct location of Piero’s house according to Loredana’s directions. 1

Cinema

Pharmacy

Library

A Pharmacy

Fruit shop Cinema

B

Restaurant

Pharmacy

Cinema

C

Supermarket

Pharmacy

Dentist

Station

D
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Question 12 (6 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

Question 12 continues on page 9

Caro Direttore,

Le scrivo questa email per informarLa del piacevole soggiorno che la mia
famiglia ha passato all’Albergo Garibaldi la settimana scorsa. Il servizio
è stato impeccabile. La nostra camera era pulitissima e luminosa. Il
ristorante offre una varietà di piatti nazionali ed internazionali deliziosi e
l’ambiente è rilassante. Un unico consiglio, se mi permette, la piscina
dovrebbe essere aperta almeno fino alle 9 di sera. Ho notato che alle 7
c’erano già gli addetti alle pulizie. A noi vacanzieri piace fare un tuffo
fino a tardi. 

La serata messicana che avete organizzato domenica scorsa è stata un
successone. Il cibo era autentico e la musica era allegra. Io e mia moglie
abbiamo ballato fino a notte fonda. Ci siamo divertiti moltissimo.

Cordiali saluti, 
Roberto Rolli 

Gentile Signor Rolli,

La ringrazio dell’email. Sono contentissimo della vostra esperienza
positiva nel nostro albergo. Fa piacere ricevere questo tipo di email,
invece delle solite lamentele. Grazie del Suo consiglio. Ho già avvisato il
Direttore Generale riguardo la piscina e faremo di tutto per cambiare
l’orario di chiusura.

Distinti saluti,

Giuseppe Bruni
Direttore

– 8 –



Question 12 (continued)

(a) Why has Roberto Rolli written to the manager? 2

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

(b) Why was last Sunday night special for Roberto? 2

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

(c) Describe the manager’s reaction to the email. 2

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

End of Question 12
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Question 13 (5 marks)

Read the texts, then answer the question that follows.

Annunci Online

Daniela

Ciao! Mi presento. Sono Daniela e ho diciott’anni. Sono dello scorpione. Ve lo
dico all’inizio perché il mio segno zodiacale è molto importante per capire la
mia personalità se vogliamo diventare amici. Sono un tipo forte ma taciturno.
Sono anche leale e determinata. Adoro gli animali, specialmente i gatti. A casa,
ne ho una decina! Lavoro tantissimo e perciò non ho tempo da dedicare ad
un’attività fisica. 

Questo è il mio indirizzo email. Scrivetemi. 

Daniela@it.mail.com

Gaetano

Salve! Come state? Cerco una ragazza o un ragazzo per fare amicizia. Mi
chiamo Gaetano e ho diciannove anni. Sono una persona molto socievole e
scherzosa – un tipico scorpione come dicono i miei amici – anche se io non
credo a queste stupidaggini. Vivo per divertirmi, non mi piace lavorare e non ho
un lavoro fisso. Ho sei fratelli e a noi non piacciono gli animali. Ci piace uscire
e praticare sport diversi. 

Mandatemi una email a Gaetano@it.mail.com

Would Daniela and Gaetano be likely to contact each other? Support your answer with
reference to the text.

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

5
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Italian Beginners

Section II — Reading (continued)

Question 14 (7 marks)

Please turn over
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Question 14 (7 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

Lo sapete com’è nato il carciofo?

Secondo una leggenda greca, il primo carciofo era una bella ninfa di nome
Cynara. Quando il dio Zeus ha visitato suo fratello, ha visto Cynara e si è
innamorato subito di lei. Cynara non aveva paura di Zeus ed è partita per
vivere con lui su un’isola. Col passare del tempo, Cynara aveva nostalgia
della sua famiglia e così è ritornata da loro. Zeus si è arrabbiato moltissimo
ed in un istante, ha trasformato Cynara in una pianta spinosa, o meglio, in
un ortaggio che oggi chiamiamo ‘il carciofo’. In latino, il nome di questa
pianta è appunto ‘cynara’.

In passato, i carciofi erano considerati un ortaggio che dava forza ed
energia. I soldati li mangiavano credendo di poter vincere tutte le battaglie.
Recentemente si è scoperto che questa pianta migliora la funzione del
fegato, stimola la digestione e diminuisce il colesterolo.

(a) What is being presented in this article? 1

(A) A true love story

(B) The legend of a vegetable

(C) Information about an island 

(D) The relationship between two brothers

(b) Explain Cynara’s transformation. 2

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

(c) What benefits have been associated with the item described in this article? 4

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................
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Section II — Reading (continued)

Question 15 (10 marks)

Please turn over
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Question 15 (10 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

Question 15 continues on page 15

Acquistare prodotti su internet. Parliamone.

Melissa1: Conviene comprare prodotti on line? Ho 19 anni e volevo
provare questo metodo perché finalmente ho un lavoro e
soprattutto una carta di credito.

Ilaria27: @Melissa1. Io ADORO fare la spesa on line perché ho una
famiglia numerosa e non ho il tempo per uscire. On line
posso comprare di tutto, da frutta e verdura a borse di marca,
senza essere disturbata dai miei figli. Ho persino prenotato
una vacanza! In pigiama, sul divano ho comprato tantissimi
oggetti a qualsiasi ora del giorno o della notte, arrivano
sempre al mio indirizzo puntualissimi. A volte però, compro
cose che non mi servono solo perché costano poco.

Franky90s: Faccio due o tre ordini alla settimana online. Il solo pensiero
di parlare con commesse e di fare file interminabili al
supermercato mi dà fastidio. Attenta però!! L’unico
inconveniente è che potresti spendere troppo. Questo mi
accade spesso. 

Giulia86: Ma non vi manca il contatto umano? La commessa che vi
consiglia il colore o lo stile di una maglietta? L’operatore
turistico con cui discutere la vostra prossima vacanza?
Chiamatemi “all’antica”, ma io preferisco toccare e scegliere
i miei pomodori, metterli in una busta e pagare alla cassa
invece di premere un pulsante al computer. Quando si
presenta un problema……. Buona fortuna a risolverlo senza
parlare con una persona ‘vera’!! @Melissa1, A19 anni, io mi
divertivo un mondo ad andare per i negozi con le mie
amiche, provando tantissimi vestiti. Tu dovresti fare lo
stesso, magari vai durante i saldi! Mi raccomando, ripaga la
carta di credito alla fine di ogni mese!

– 14 –



Question 15 (continued)

(a) Why has Melissa1 started this blog? 2

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

(b) What advice does Giulia86 give to Melissa1? 3

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

(c) Compare the bloggers’ opinions on the topic. 5

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

End of Question 15
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2014 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

Italian Beginners

Section III — Writing in Italian
20 marks
Allow about 50 minutes for this section

Part A – 10 marks
Attempt Questions 16–17

Answer the questions in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the expected
length of response.

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you:

■ demonstrate the relevance of information and ideas

■ write text appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

■ structure and sequence information and ideas 

■ demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in Italian

Question 16 (4 marks)

You had arranged to meet your friend in the library after school. Write a note to
him/her explaining why you need to cancel the meeting. Write approximately
50 words in ITALIAN.

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

4
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Question 17 (6 marks)

You are writing a letter to your grandparents in Italy. Describe a typical day in your
family’s life. Write approximately 75 words in ITALIAN.

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

6
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2014 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

Italian Beginners

Section III (continued)

Part B – 10 marks
Attempt either Question 18 or Question 19

Answer the question in the space provided. This space provides guidance for the expected
length of response.

Write approximately 125 words in ITALIAN.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:

■ demonstrate the relevance of information and ideas

■ write text appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

■ structure and sequence information and ideas 

■ demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in Italian

Question 18 (10 marks)

Sei appena ritornato/a da una festa. Scrivi nel tuo diario, commincia con, ‘Ho passato una
serata indimenticabile!’.

You have just been at a party. Write a diary entry beginning with, ‘I have had such an
unforgettable night!’.

OR

Question 19 (10 marks)

Ad un concerto, hai incontrato una persona interessante. Scrivi nel tuo diario, commincia con,
‘Oggi ho incontrato una persona interessante!’.

At a concert, you met an interesting person. Write a diary entry beginning with, ‘Today I met
an interesting person!’.

Please turn over
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Question attempted

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

End of paper
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