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Centre Number

Student Number2014 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
EXAMINATION

General Instructions

• Reading time – 10 minutes

• Working time – 2 hours and
30 minutes

• Write using black or blue pen
Black pen is preferred

• Monolingual and/or bilingual
print dictionaries may be used

• Write your Centre Number and
Student Number at the top of
this page and pages 5, 7, 11, 15,
19 and 21

Total marks – 80

Section I Pages 2–6

30 marks

• Attempt Questions 1–10

• This section should take approximately 40 minutes

Section II Pages 7–17

30 marks

• Attempt Questions 11–16

• Allow about 1 hour for this section

Section III Pages 19–22

20 marks

This section has two parts, Part A and Part B

• Allow about 50 minutes for this section

Part A – 10 marks

• Attempt Questions 17–18

Part B – 10 marks

• Attempt either Question 19 or Question 20

Spanish Beginners
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Section I — Listening

30 marks
Attempt Questions 1–10
This section should take approximately 40 minutes

You will hear TEN texts. Each text will be read twice. There will be a pause after the first
reading in which you may make notes. However, you may make notes at any time. You will be
given adequate time after the second reading to complete your answer. Answer the questions
in ENGLISH in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the expected length of
response. In the case of multiple-choice questions, tick the box that corresponds to the correct
response. You may proceed to Section II as soon as you have finished Question 10.

Question 1 (2 marks)

Why has the lady chosen this shop? 2

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Question 2 (2 marks)

(a) Why is the speaker unable to pick up Diego? 1

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

(b) Which picture best fits the description of Diego? 1

(D)(C)(B)(A)

Question 3 (2 marks)

What are the friends discussing? 2

...............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

Candidate’s
Notes



Question 4 (3 marks)

Complete the details of the bike race for Ana in ENGLISH. 3

Message

Date
....................................................

Starting time
....................................................

Meeting place
....................................................

Wet weather arrangement
....................................................

....................................................

Ana’s ID number 
....................................................

Question 5 (4 marks)

(a) What is being offered? 1

.....................................................................................................

(b) Why is the speaker making this offer? 3

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

Candidate’s
Notes
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Question 6 (1 mark)

Which of the following maps represents the location of Marta’s house? 1

Post 
Office

Cinema
Marta’s
House

Marta’s
House Cinema

Post 
Office

Cinema
Marta’s
House

Post 
Office

Cinema
Marta’s
House

Post 
Office

(A) (B)

(C) (D)

Question 7 (3 marks)

Why has this announcement been made? 3

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Candidate’s
Notes
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2014 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

Spanish Beginners

Section I — Listening (continued)

Question 8 (3 marks)

Summarise the THREE main steps the boy needs to take. Your answer
should be approximately 15 words.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

3

Question 9 (5 marks)

How does Sandra try to convince Manuel to change his plans?
Support your answer with reference to the text.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

5
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Question 10 (5 marks)

How can Eduardo and Claudia best resolve their problem? Support
your answer with reference to the text.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

5

You may now proceed to Section II

Candidate’s
Notes
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Spanish Beginners

Section II — Reading

30 marks
Attempt Questions 11–16
Allow about 1 hour for this section

Read the texts, then answer the questions in ENGLISH in the spaces provided. These spaces
provide guidance for the expected length of response.

Question 11 (3 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

Feria del libro

La feria del libro empieza esta semana, como una tradición de cada
primavera e invierno. Por primera vez tenemos libros en inglés a mitad de
precio y se darán clases gratis de inglés cada mañana.

(a) How often does this event take place? 1

...............................................................................................................................

(b) What is new at the event this year? 2

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................
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Question 12 (4 marks)

A journalist has interviewed the organisers of the Hispanic Film Festival. The text shows the
journalist’s questions and some of the organisers’ answers. Read the text, then answer the
question that follows.

Bienvenidos al festival de cine hispano 2014

Preguntas del periodista Respuestas de los organizadores

¿Por qué el festival 
es tan popular en 
Australia?

1

¿Por qué el festival 
se celebra en esta 
época del año?

2

¿Hay alguna 
novedad en el 
festival este año?

3

¿Por qué a tantos 
jóvenes les gusta ir 
al cine?

4

¿Cuáles son las 
películas 
recomendadas?

5

¿Dónde se reali-
zará el festival?

6

Emilio

El festival estará en seis ciudades para
que más personas disfruten de
películas en español.

Daniela

Compartimos el mismo amor por
actividades al aire libre, tenemos la
misma actitud relajada frente a la vida
y nos encantan los eventos sociales.

Patricia

El cine da nuevas ideas. Los jóvenes
pueden introducirse en la vida de
otros, conocer diversos valores
hispanos y ver nuevos mundos.

Sebastián

Tenemos un programa excepcional con
películas de romance, suspenso y
comedia, pero por primera vez habrá
una fiesta latina y un festival de
comida hispana.

Question 12 continues on page 9

– 8 –



Question 12 (continued)

In the table, identify the question from the journalist that best matches the response
given by the organiser. Write the number of the question.

End of Question 12

Please turn over

Question
number

Organiser

Emilio

Daniela

Patricia

Sebastián

4

– 9 –



Question 13 (4 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

¡Atención estudiantes!

Los campeonatos inter-escolares se celebrarán en nuestra
escuela entre el 15 y 19 de septiembre. Los torneos
incluyen:

Ajedrez Fútbol de salón
Atletismo Poesía
Debate Remo

El ultimo día para registrarse es el doce de septiembre.

Los ganadores tendrán una tarde libre para ir a un
restaurante a almorzar gratis.

(a) Why is 12 September a significant date for students at this school? 1

...............................................................................................................................

(b) With reference to the text, explain why this event should appeal to a wide range
of students.

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

3
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Spanish Beginners

Section II — Reading (continued)

Question 14 (6 marks)

Please turn over
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Question 14 (6 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

Conversación en línea

Pablo: Hola Emily, ¿qué tal? 

Emily: ¡Excelente! ¡Mira! compré un brazalete digital por quinientos dólares y es
fantástico.

Pablo: ¡Quinientos dólares!

Emily: Bueno, el brazalete detecta cuantas horas duermes, cuanto caminas al día, si
necesitas tomar agua o si comes bien.

Pablo: No creo que un brazalete pueda detectar todo eso. Yo usaría el dinero de otra
manera.

Emily: El doctor me lo recomendó porque la información va directamente a su
computadora. Así, él puede chequear mi salud regularmente. Además puede
programar el brazalete de acuerdo a mis problemas de salud.

Pablo: ¿Estás segura que el doctor no recibió una comisión cuando compraste el
brazalete?

Emily: ¿No puedes confiar ni en un doctor, Pablo?

Pablo: Y seguro tienes que pagar cada vez que el doctor revise tu información.

Emily: Creo que no . . .

Pablo: ¡La salud no tiene precio! Pero nunca gastaría tanto dinero, ni confiaría en
un aparato electrónico para monitorizar mi salud.

Question 14 continues on page 13



Question 14 (continued)

(a) What are Emily and Pablo discussing? 1

...............................................................................................................................

(b) How do Emily’s and Pablo’s opinions differ? Support your answer with
reference to the text.

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

End of Question 14

5
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Question 15 (6 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

Grafiti: ¿Arte o vandalismo?

Nuestro ayuntamiento local, reconoce los grafitis como patrimonio cultural
del barrio. Zonas abandonadas y sucias se han designado para los que quieran
pintar sus diseños. Así, jóvenes artistas de los grafitis convertirán nuestras
calles en un museo de arte urbano.

A Sonia, una residente, le entusiasma mirar desde su ventana, los colores y
diseños de los grafitis. Ella nunca fue a un museo y ahora está feliz porque
su calle es una galería de arte abierta para todos.

A Carlos, otro residente, le preocupa que se destruya la arquitectura del área
con grafitis. Él cree que el ayuntamiento debe ser responsable por mantener
el barrio y no los jóvenes ‘artistas’.

Queremos oír que han hecho otras comunidades con este problema. ¡Vecino,
tu opinión es importante!

(a) Who is invited to respond to this article? 1

...............................................................................................................................

(b) How has the council’s decision affected the community? Support your answer
with reference to the text.

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

5
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Section II — Reading (continued)

Question 16 (7 marks)

Please turn over
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Question 16 (7 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

ACADEMIA CENTRAL DE MÚSICA

La más antigua academia de música del país.

adora del ‘Premio del Presidente’ por excelencia 
en educación musical.

busca tutor de música.

Gan

Requisitos:

• Edad: 20-25 años.
• Mínimo dos años de estudios de

música a nivel universitario.
• Haber trabajado con niños.
• Horario: después del colegio y los

fines de semana ocasionalmente.
• Habilidad para tocar 2 instrumentos

(preferiblemente guitarra y piano).

Descripción del trabajo 

• Enseñar música a grupos de niños.
• Organizar conciertos anuales.
• Comunicarse con padres.

Interesados escribir a Elisa Álvarez
a: musiacademia@edu.net

– 16 –

Estimada señora Álvarez 

Mi nombre es Erika Marín y tengo 19 años, pero cumplo veinte en dos meses.
Quisiera ser tutora de música en su prestigiosa academia porque siempre he tenido
pasión por la música. 

He trabajado en un centro de niños como voluntaria durante mis vacaciones. Además
trabajé como recepcionista en una oficina, lo cual implicaba comunicarme con el
público. 

Estoy en el tercer año de la carrera de música y mi horario es flexible. Puedo trabajar
casi todos los días, excepto algunos fines de semana cuando toco en la orquesta
universitaria. Como miembro de la orquesta he aprendido a tocar la guitarra y la
flauta.

Soy una persona responsable y organizada. Además tengo mucha paciencia con los
niños.

Atentamente,

Erika Marín

Question 16 continues on page 17



Question 16 (continued)

(a) What makes this academy special? 2

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

(b) Is Erika likely to get the advertised position? Support your answer with
reference to the text.

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

5
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Spanish Beginners

Section III — Writing in Spanish
20 marks
Allow about 50 minutes for this section

Part A – 10 marks
Attempt Questions 17–18

Answer the questions in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the expected
length of response.

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you:

■ demonstrate the relevance of information and ideas

■ write text appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

■ structure and sequence information and ideas 

■ demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in Spanish

Question 17 (4 marks)

Your friends are planning a dinner at a restaurant that you know well. Write the text of
an email giving them your opinion of the restaurant. Write approximately 45 words in
SPANISH.

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

4
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Question 18 (6 marks)

You have just purchased a new item. Write an informal letter to a friend explaining
why you are unhappy with it. Write approximately 80 words in SPANISH.

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

6
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Section III (continued)

Part B – 10 marks
Attempt either Question 19 or Question 20

Answer the question in the space provided. This space provides guidance for the expected
length of response.

Write approximately 125 words in SPANISH.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:

■ demonstrate the relevance of information and ideas

■ write text appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

■ structure and sequence information and ideas 

■ demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in Spanish

Question 19 (10 marks)

Escribe un artículo para un periódico local promocionando actividades al aire libre en tu
comunidad este verano.

Write an article for a local ne
coming summer. 

wspaper promoting outdoor activities in your community this

OR

Question 20 (10 marks)

Escribe un artículo para un periódico local promocionando clases de idioma español en tu
comunidad este verano.

Write an article for a local newspaper promoting Spanish language lessons in your community
this coming summer.

Please turn over
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Question attempted

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

End of paper
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