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H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E  

E X A M I N AT I O N  

Classical Greek Continuers


General Instructions 

• Reading time – 5 minutes 

• Working time – 3 hours 

• Write using black or blue pen 

• Answer all questions in the 
writing booklet provided 

• Extra writing booklets are 
available 

Total marks – 100 

Section I Pages 2–5 

40 marks 

• Attempt Questions 1–3 

• Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section 

Section II Pages 6–9 

40 marks 

• Attempt Questions 4–6 

• Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section 

Section III Pages 10–11 

20 marks 

• Attempt Question 7 

• Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

331 



Section I — Prescribed Text – Thucydides, IV 

40 marks 
Attempt Questions 1–3 
Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section 

Marks 

8 

Question 1 (20 marks) 

Translate BOTH extracts into ENGLISH. 

(a)	 ΔAnacwrhsavntwn de; tw`n ejk th`~ ΔAttikh`~ Peloponnhsivwn 

oiJ Spartia`tai aujtoi; me;n kai; oiJ  ejgguvtata tw`n perioivkwn 

eujqu;~ ejbohvqoun ejpi; th;n Puvlon, tw`n de;  a[llwn 

Lakedaimonivwn bradutevra ejgivgneto hJ  e[fodo~, a[rti 

ajfigmevnwn ajfΔ eJtevra~ strateiva~. perihvggellon de; kai; 

kata; th;n Pelopovnnhson bohqei`n o{ti tavcista ejpi; Puvlon 

kai;  ejpi; ta;~ ejn th`Û Kerkuvra/ nau`~ sfw`n ta;~ eJxhvkonta 

e[pemyan, ai}  uJperenecqei`sai to;n Leukadivwn ijsqmo;n kai; 

laqou`sai ta;~ ejn Zakuvnqw/ ΔAttika;~ nau`~ ajfiknou`ntai ejpi; 

Puvlon: parh`n de; h[dh kai; oJ pezo;~ stratov~. 

THUCYDIDES, IV. 8 

Question 1 continues on page 3 
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Marks 

12 

Question 1 (continued) 

(b)	 Komisqevntwn de; tw`n ajndrw`n oiJ ΔAqhnai`oi ejbouvleusan 

desmoi`~ me;n aujtou;~ fulavssein mevcri ou| ti xumbw`sin, h]n 

dΔ oiJ Peloponnhvsioi pro; touvtou ej~ th;n gh`n ejsbavlwsin, 

ejxagagovnte~ ajpoktei`nai. th`~ de; Puvlou fulakh;n 

katesthvsanto, kai; oiJ ejk th`~ Naupavktou Messhvnioi wJ~ ej~ 

patrivda tauvthn (e[sti ga;r hJ Puvlo~ th`~ Messhnivdo~ pote; 

ou[sh~ gh`~) pevmyante~ sfw`n aujtw`n tou;~ ejpithdeiotavtou~ 

ejlhvÛzontov te th;n Lakwnikh;n kai; plei`sta e[blapton 

oJmovfwnoi o[nte~. oiJ de; Lakedaimovnioi ajmaqei`~ o[nte~ ejn 

tw`/ pri;n crovnw/ lhÊsteiva~ kai; tou` toiouvtou polevmou, tw`n te 

EiJlwvtwn aujtomolouvntwn kai; fobouvmenoi mh; kai;  ejpi; 

makrovteron sfivsi ti newterisqh`Û tw`n kata; th;n cwvran, ouj 

rJa/divw~ e[feron, ajlla; kaivper ouj boulovmenoi e[ndhloi 

ei\nai toi`~ ΔAqhnaivoi~ ejpresbeuvonto parΔ aujtou;~ kai; 

ejpeirw`nto thvn te Puvlon kai; tou;~ a[ndra~ komivzesqai. oiJ 

de; meizovnwn te wjrevgonto kai; pollavki~ foitwvntwn aujtou;~ 

ajpravktou~ ajpevpempon. tau`ta me;n ta; peri; Puvlon 

genovmena. 

THUCYDIDES, IV. 41 

End of Question 1 
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Marks 

3 

3 

4 

Question 2 (10 marks) 

Read the extract, then answer the questions that follow. Use the extract and your 
knowledge of the text in your answers. 

oJ de; to; me;n prw`ton oijovmeno~ 

aujto;n lovgw/ movnon ajfievnai eJtoi`mo~ h\n, gnou;~ de; tw`/  o[nti 

paradwseivonta ajnecwvrei kai; oujk e[fh aujto;~ ajllΔ 

ejkei`non strathgei`n, dediw;~ h[dh kai; oujk a]n oijovmenov~ oiJ 

aujto;n tolmh`sai uJpocwrh`sai. au\qi~ de; oJ Nikiva~ ejkevleue 

kai;  ejxivstato th`~ ejpi; Puvlw/  ajrch`~ kai; mavrtura~ tou;~ 

ΔAqhnaivou~ ejpoiei`to. oiJ dev, oi|on o[clo~ filei` poiei`n, o{sw/ 

ma`llon oJ Klevwn uJpevfeuge to;n plou`n kai;  ejxanecwvrei ta; 

eijrhmevna, tovsw/ ejpekeleuvonto tw`/ Nikiva/ paradidovnai th;n 

ajrch;n kai; ejkeivnw/ ejpebovwn plei`n. . .  

toi`~ de; ΔAqhnaivoi~ ejnevpese 

mevn ti kai; gevlwto~ th`Û koufologiva/ aujtou`, ajsmevnoi~ dΔ 

o{mw~ ejgivgneto toi`~ swvfrosi tw`n ajnqrwvpwn, logizomevnoi~ 

duoi`n ajgaqoi`n tou`  eJtevrou teuvxesqai, h] Klevwno~ 

ajpallaghvsesqai, o} ma`llon h[lpizon, h] sfalei`si gnwvmh~ 

Lakedaimonivou~ sfivsi ceirwvsesqai. 

THUCYDIDES, IV. 28 

(a) Explain the context of the first sentence in the extract. 

(b) Give reasons for the unusual behaviour of the Athenians in the Assembly. 

(c) Discuss the part played by Cleon in this extract. 
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In Question 3 you will be assessed on how well you: 

■ demonstrate an understanding of the prescribed text 

■ present a sustained, logical and well-structured answer to the question 
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Marks
Question 3 (10 marks)

Choose ONE of the following questions. Write an essay of two or three pages in
length.

(a) ‘One major principle . . . behind Thucydides’ selection of material in the book
is the role of the unpredictable in war.’ (T. Wiedemann)

Discuss the element of chance (tuvch) in Thucydides’ account of warfare in
Book IV.

OR

(b) Contrast the parts played by the Athenians and the Lacedaemonians in the
Pylos campaign.

10

10



Section II — Prescribed Text – Sophocles, Oedipus Rex 

40 marks 
Attempt Questions 4–6 
Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section 

Question 4 (20 marks) 
Marks 

8 

Translate BOTH extracts into ENGLISH. 

(a) KR. 

OI. 

KR. 

OI. 

KR. 

OI. 

KR. 

h\n hJmivn, w\nax, Lavi>ov~ poqΔ hJgemw;n 

gh`~ th`sde, pri;n se; thvndΔ ajpeuquvnein povlin. 

e[xoidΔ ajkouvwn: ouj ga;r eijsei`dovn gev pw. 

touvtou qanovnto~ nu`n ejpistevllei safw`~ 

tou;~ aujtoevnta~ ceiri; timwrei`n tina~. 

oiJ dΔ eijsi; pou` gh`~… pou` tovdΔ euJreqhvsetai 

i[cno~ palaia`~ dustevkmarton aijtiva~… 

ejn th`idΔ e[faske gh`i: to; de; zhtouvmenon 

aJlwtovn, ejkfeuvgei de; tajmelouvmenon. 

povtera dΔ ejn oi[koi~, h] Δn ajgroi`~ oJ Lavi>o~ 

h] gh`~ ejpΔ a[llh~ tw`ide sumpivptei fovnwi… 

qewrov~, wJ~ *e[faskon, ejkdhmw`n pavlin 

pro;~ oi\kon oujkevqΔ i{keqΔ wJ~ ajpestavlh. 

105 

110 

115 

SOPHOCLES, Oedipus Rex, 103–115 

th`idΔ 

gh`i 

tw`ide 

fovnwi 

= 

= 

= 

= 

th`ÛdΔ 

gh`Û 

tw`/de 

fovnw/ 

(line 110) 

(line 110) 

(line 113) 

(line 113) 

* or e[fasken 

Question 4 continues on page 7 
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Marks 

12 

Question 4 (continued) 

(b) OI. kai; soiv gΔ ejpiskhvptw te kai; prostrevyomai: 

th`~ me;n katΔ oi[kou~ aujto;~ o{n qevlei~ tavfon 

qou`: kai; ga;r ojrqw`~ tw`n ge sw`n telei`~ u{per:


ejmou` de; mhvpotΔ ajxiwqhvtw tovde 

patrw`ion a[stu zw`nto~ oijkhtou` tucei`n, 

ajllΔ e[a me naivein o[resin, e[nqa klhvizetai 

ouJmo;~ Kiqairw;n ou|to~, o}n mhvthr tev moi 

pathvr tΔ ejqevsqhn *zw`nti kuvrion tavfon, 

i{nΔ ejx ejkeivnwn, oi{ mΔ ajpwlluvthn, qavnw. 

kaivtoi tosou`tovn gΔ oi\da, mhvte mΔ a]n novson 

mhvtΔ a[llo pevrsai mhdevn: ouj ga;r a[n pote 

qnhviskwn ejswvqhn, mh; Δpiv twi deinw`i kakw`i. 

ajllΔ hJ me;n hJmw`n moi`rΔ o{phiper ei\sΔ i[tw: 

paivdwn de; tw`n me;n ajrsevnwn mhv moi, Krevon, 

prosqh`i mevrimnan: 

1450 

1455 

1460 

SOPHOCLES, Oedipus Rex, 1446–1460 

patrw`ion 

klhvizetai 

qnhviskwn 

twi 

deinw`i 

kakw`i 

o{phiper 

prosqh`i 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

patrw`/on 

klhvÛzetai 

qnhvÛskwn 

tw/ 

deinw`/ 

kakw`/ 

o{phÊper 

prosqh`Û 

(line 1450) 

(line 1451) 

(line 1457) 

(line 1457) 

(line 1457) 

(line 1457) 

(line 1458) 

(line 1460) 

* or zw`nte 

End of Question 4 
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Marks 

2 

4 

4 

Question 5 (10 marks) 

Read the extract, then answer the questions that follow. Use the extract and your 
knowledge of the text in your answers. 

IO.	 cwvra~ a[nakte~, dovxa moi parestavqh 

naou;~ iJkevsqai daimovnwn, tavdΔ ejn ceroi`n 

stevfh labouvshi kajpiqumiavmata. 

uJyou` ga;r ai[rei qumo;n Oijdivpou~ a[gan 

luvpaisi pantoivaisin, oujdΔ oJpoi`Δ ajnh;r 915 

e[nnou~ ta; kaina; toi`~ pavlai tekmaivretai, 

ajllΔ e[sti tou` levgonto~, h]n fovbou~ levghi. 

o{tΔ ou\n parainou`sΔ oujde;n ej~ plevon poiw`, 

pro;~ sΔ, w\ LuvkeiΔ “Apollon, a[gcisto~ ga;r ei\, 

iJkevti~ ajfi`gmai toi`sde su;n *katavrgmasin, 920 

o{pw~ luvsin tinΔ hJmi;n eujagh` povrhi~: 

wJ~ nu`n ojknou`men pavnte~ ejkpeplhgmevnon 

kei`non blevponte~ wJ~ kubernhvthn newv~. 

SOPHOCLES, Oedipus Rex, 911–923 

labouvshi = labouvshÛ (line 913) 

levghi = levghÊ (line 917) 

povrhi~ = povrhÛ~ (line 921) 

* or kateuvgmasin 

(a)	 Describe the recent event that made Jocasta decide to enter a shrine and pray 
to Apollo. 

(b)	 Contrast Oedipus’ state of mind in this extract with his mental attitude at the 
beginning of the play. 

(c)	 Explain whether Jocasta’s hope for a luvsi~ eujaghv~ (see line 921) is realised 
in what immediately follows. 
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In Question 6 you will be assessed on how well you: 

demonstrate an understanding of the prescribed text 

present a sustained, logical and well-structured answer to the question 
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Marks
Question 6 (10 marks)

Choose ONE of the following questions. Write an essay of two or three pages in
length.

(a) ‘The story of Oedipus was one of a few subjects which the Greek dramatists
never tired of handling.’ (R. C. Jebb)

Analyse the special features of the plot of Oedipus Rex which might explain the
popularity of the story.

OR

Discuss the dilemma of Teiresias and the way in which he attempts to reveal the
truth to Oedipus.

10TEIRESIASÚ feu` feu`: fronei`n wJ~ deino;n e[nqa mh; tevlh

luvhi fronou`nti. (lines 316–317)

(b)

10



Section III — Unseen Texts 

20 marks 
Attempt Question 7 
Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

Marks 

10 

Question 7 (20 marks) 

Translate BOTH extracts into ENGLISH. 

(a)	 Electra describes her feelings as she sees 
Aegisthus and her mother, her father’s 
murderers, living in the palace as man and 
wife. 

First, my relationship with the mother who bore 
me is one of bitter enmity; next, I am living in my 
own house with my father’s murderers; they are 
my rulers, and it rests with them whether I 
receive or go without. 

e[peita poiva~ hJmevra~ dokei`~ mΔ a[gein, 

o{tan qrovnoi~ Ai[gisqon ejnqakou`ntΔ i[dw 

toi`sin patrwv/oi~, eijsivdw dΔ ejsqhvmata 

forou`ntΔ ejkeivnw/ taujtav, kai; parestivou~ 

spevndonta loiba;~ e[nqΔ ejkei`non w[lesen, 

i[dw de; touvtwn th;n teleutaivan u{brin, 

to;n aujtoevnthn hJmi;n ejn koivthÊ patro;~ 

xu;n th`Û talaivnhÊ mhtriv, mhtevrΔ eij crew;n 

tauvthn prosauda`n tw`/de sugkoimwmevnhn. 

hJ dΔ w|de tlhvmwn w{ste tw`/ miavstori 

xuvnestΔ, ΔErinu;n ou[tinΔ ejkfoboumevnh: 

SOPHOCLES, Electra, 266–276 

ejnqakevw I sit on 

e[sqhma clothing 

parevstio~ at the hearth 

spevndw I pour 

loibhv libation 

koivth bed 

sugkoimavomai I lie together with 

ΔErinuv~ avenging Fury 

Question 7 continues on page 11 
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Marks 

10 

Question 7 (continued) 

(b) In the battle of Amphipolis, Cleon escapes from the 
weakened Athenian right wing and is slain by a Myrcinian 
targeteer. 

At once the Athenians were thrown into confusion and the left 
wing was cut off and fled. At this time Brasidas, who was 
pressing forward against the right wing, was wounded, and 
the Athenians did not observe that he had fallen, but those 
who were near him took him up and carried him from the 
field. 

to; de; dexio;n tw`n 

ΔAqhnaivwn e[mene ma`llon. kai;  oJ me;n Klevwn, wJ~ 

to; prw`ton ouj dienoei`to mevnein, eujqu;~ feuvgwn kai; 

katalhfqei;~ uJpo; Murkinivou peltastou`  ajpo

qnhvÛskei, oiJ de; aujtou` xustrafevnte~ oJpli`tai ejpi; 

to;n lovfon tovn te Klearivdan hjmuvnonto kai; di;~ h] 

tri;~ prosbalovnta, kai; ouj provteron ejnevdosan 

pri;n h{ te Murkiniva kai;  hJ Calkidikh;  i{ppo~ kai; 

oiJ peltastai; peristavnte~ kai;  ejsakontivzonte~ 

aujtou;~ e[treyan. ou{tw dh; to; stravteuma pa`n h[dh 

tw`n ΔAqhnaivwn fugo;n calepw`~ kai; polla;~ oJdou;~ 

trapovmenoi kata;  o[rh, o{soi mh; diefqavrhsan h] 

aujtivka ejn cersi;n h]  uJpo; th`~ Calkidikh`~ i{ppou 

kai; tw`n peltastw`n, oiJ loipoi;  ajpekomivsqhsan ej~ 

th;n ΔHiovna. oiJ de; to;n Brasivdan a[rante~ ejk th`~ 

mavch~ kai; diaswvsante~ ej~ th;n povlin e[ti e[mpnoun 

ejsekovmisan: kai;  h[Ûsqeto me;n o{ti nikw`sin oiJ meqΔ 

auJtou`, ouj polu; de; dialipw;n ejteleuvthsen: 

THUCYDIDES, V. 10 

xustrafevnte~ rallying 

oJ lovfo~ hill 

hJ i{ppo~ cavalry 

ejsakontivzw I hurl a javelin at 

e[mpnou~ alive 

ouj polu; dialipw;n after a short while 

End of paper 
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