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H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E  

E X A M I N AT I O N  

Classical Hebrew Extension
 

General Instructions 

• Reading time – 10 minutes 

• Working time – 1 hour and 
50 minutes 

• Write using black or blue pen 

• Your attention is drawn to the 
fact that the Divine Name is spelt 
in full in Biblical texts contained 
in this examination paper. If this 
is a matter of conscience for you, 
you should not discard the paper 

Total marks – 50 

Section I Pages 2–4 

35 marks 

• Attempt Questions 1–2 

• Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section 

Section II Pages 5–6 

15 marks 

• Attempt Question 3 

• Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

131 



Section I — Prescribed Text 

35 marks 
Attempt Questions 1–2 
Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section 

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 
Use the extracts and your knowledge of the texts and prescribed commentaries in your answers. 

Marks 

2 

2 

1 

Question 1 (20 marks) 

(a)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Isaiah 26:1–10 

tyviy: h[Wvy WnlAz[ ry[ hdWhy ≈ra≤¢˝B] hZ¡h'AryVih rvWy aWh+h μ/Y̋§B' 1

.ljw t/m/j 
.μynImua rḿvo qyDIx'Ay/g aby:w“ μyrI[v WjtP 2 

.jWfêB; Ú`˝b] yK μ/l–v; { μ/l∞v; rXoT Ë˝Wm+s; rxy 3 

.μymil;/[ rWx hwhy HyB yK d[Ayd[ hwhybâ Wjf]Bi 4

hN[yGy ≈raAd[ H~l̋yPvy hNlyPvy hbGcn hyrq μ/rm ybvy j~vh yK¶ 5

.rp…[;Ad[' 
.μyLid ymà´[}P' ynI[ yĺàg“r" lg<r:– hN:˝s≤`m]r“Ti 6 

.sLâ´pT qyD¡Ix' lGè"[m rvÈ;y: μyr–Ivy˝mâ´ qyD¡IXl jraoè 7 

.vp,n:Atw"aT Úr“kzIlW Ú˝àm]vl Ú˝WnyWIqi hwhy Ú˝yf≤Pvm jra πa 8 

ÚyfPvm rvaK yK r<–jva yB`irqib yjWrAπa hl;yL'+˝B' Ú~˝ytyWIai yv¶ipn" 9 

.lbâ´te yb́vy Wdml qdx ≈ra;+˝l; 
.hwhy tWaGE har“yIAlbW lW[y t/jkn ≈raàB qdx dmæl;AlB [~v;r: ˆjyU 10

(i)	 How does the contemporary situation faced by the prophet differ from 
what he envisages by the use of the phrase WnlAz[ ry[ (verse 1). 
In your answer, refer to the extract and commentary. 

(ii)	 What are the possible meanings of the preposition in the phrase 
hwhy“ Hy:∞˝B] (verse 4)? 

(iii)	 Identify the TWO sets of parallelism used in verse 5. 
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Question 1 continues on page 3 
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4 

2 
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Question 1 (continued) 

(b)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows. 

Isaiah 27:6–8 

.hbWnT lbtAynp Walm˝W lárcyI jr"p;W ≈yxiy bqo[yê vrvy μ~yaB˝;h' 6 

.gr:ho wyg:rh} grhKAμa WhK-…hi WhK´m' tKæm'K˝]h' 7

.μydê	Iq; μ/yB hv…Q;h' /j̋WrB  hg:h; hNb- yrT  Hj̋lv˝ 'B] haSas 'B] 8 
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What theological message does the prophet seek to convey in the extract 
provided? 

(c)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Isaiah 28:5–10 

rav…` l]˝ i hra:– p; T] i tryp"¡ xi l]˝ ˝iw“ ybxi+ ] trf< [≤¢ l}˝ ' t/ab+ x; ] hwhy:∞ “ hy~ h< y] êI aWh̋%h' μ/Y̋§B' 5 

./M˝ [ê ' 
.h̋ : ] … hm…` ; ] i yb́yvi ] hr:+ li˝ “ fP;+ MihAl[' b~ e ˝ ' fP…- ] i " ™l]Wr[v jlm à m Wbg“˝ Ÿw v] ˝ ' v/Yl vm jWr̋ ˝ 6 

Yfi Aˆm lbn V˝ ! * n:˝ ´¢ – …` ˝ '˝ ± B La~ˆyI h"˝ ' i W[∞ ] ] I rk;⁄ eb' Wgv; aybi w“ ˆhKo W[T; rkVebW Wgv; ˆyI Y"∞˝ ' h~ , eAμg̋"w“ 7 

.hY:li P] WqP; haroBâ Wgv; rkVehAˆmi WŸ ;ê yli ¡ ,+ ˝ … Ÿ ;+ ˝ ' [T
.μ/qê ; yliB] haxo ayq ¢ Wa¡ ] ; t/n± ; ] u ; yKiª 8m ` …- i lm jlvAlK

dê m yTi ;+ m´ lWmG Wmv ¢ Ataw d /y ymAta.μyI :V;˝ i yq̀́ [' blj;˝ â yŸ e “ h[…- ] ˆybiy: ymi` ,˝ “ h[;+ E hr<∞ Ÿ i , 9 

.μvâ… ry[à´z“ μv…` ry[à´z“ wq–:˝l; wq æ¢ wql¡: ; wq àæ wxl;+˝ ; wx¢æ wxŸ l;˝ ; wx¶æ yK¢i 10 

(i) In verse 7, who is being criticised and why?	 

(ii)	 What is the prophet saying in verse 10, and about whom? 

(iii)	 Describe the effects of the literary devices used by the prophet in the 
extract provided. 

End of Question 1 
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Question 2 (15 marks)
 

Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.
 

Megillah:19b–20a
 

(a) Ïal ymn db[yd çrj ant ˆam 
Justify Rav Matna’s answer to this question. 

(b) Why does the Gemara say, atyadk ahw atyadk ah amldw? 

(c) How does the Gemara overcome the difficulty which arises from the statement, 
ayh hdwhy òr wal açyrd llkm? 

(d) Describe the various categories of Tannaitic literature and examine their place 
and usage in the Gemara. Use examples from the extract provided to illustrate 
your answer. 
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Section II — Non-prescribed Text 

15 marks 
Attempt Question 3 
Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. 

Marks 

2 

2 

4 

Question 3 (15 marks) 

(a)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Psalm 3:2–9 

.yl…[; μymiq; μyBir" yr:x; WBrAhm hwhy 2 

.hls μyh$ilab /L ht[Wvy ˆya yvàipnl μyrëIma μyBr" 3 

.yvar μyrImW y̋dI/bK y˝dI[}B' ˆ gEm hwhy hT¢…a˝'w“ 4 

.hlsâ /v∞dq rhæme ynInE[}Yêw ar:q]a hwhyAla yl̋/q¡ 5

.ynIk´m]sy hwhy yK yt/xyqh hnvàyaw yTbk%'v; ynIa} 6

.y˝lâ…[; Wtv byb%is;¤ rvà≤a} μ[ t/bbr˝Ime aryaAal 7 

μy[iv;r yNEvi yjl yb¢æy“aAlKAta t;yKihiAyK yhla ynI[´¶yv/h { hwhy hmWqÔ 8

.TrBâævi 
.hlSâ	 Út̋≤¢ k;r“ bi ÚM][' Al[ h[Wvyh hwhyl' 9

yjl cheek	 hls Selah 
ˆç tooth	 ˆgm shield
 

˚ms to sustain
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(i)	 What specific concerns of the psalmist are expressed in the first two 
verses of this extract? 

(ii)	 Identify THREE phrases in verses 4 and 5 that express the psalmist’s 
complete trust in God. 

(iii)	 Identify the problems in verse 8 which make it possible to translate the 
Hebrew text in the following three ways. 

.T… “ ævi μy[¢ ; “ yNEvi yjl≤- ybæyaAlKAta, t; ihi â yh'% ø ‘ ynI[´¶ Ô :! “ hm…¶ ÔrBâ vr ¡ i ˝ ¢ “ o ; yK¢ AyKi la ˝ yvi hy Wqi	 /h { hw

–	 Singer’s Siddur: ‘Rise up, O Lord; save me, O my God; Strike all my 
enemies on the cheek, break the teeth of the wicked.’ 

–	 Art Scroll Tehillim, Psalms: ‘Rise up, Hashem, save me my God! For 
you struck all of my enemies on the cheek, You broke the teeth of the 
wicked.’ 

–	 The New Revised Standard Version: ‘Rise up, O Lord! Deliver me, 
O my God! For you strike all my enemies on the cheek; you break the 
teeth of the wicked.’ 

Question 3 continues on page 6 
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1 
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Question 3 (continued) 

(b)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Psalm 33:6–14 

.μaâ…bxAlK w˝yP jWr̋ìb˝]W Wc–[n μym¢æv; hwhy rb¢æd˝“Bi 6 

.t/m/hT t/rxa˝oB] ˆtn μYh ym dNEK£ snEKo 7

.lb́te ybvyAlK WrWgy¤ WNM˝≤àmi ≈ra…˝-h;AlK hwhy“m£ War“yy 8 

.dmo[}Yw hW:x¤AaWh yhY˝<–w" rma aWh yK¶ 9

.μyMâi[' t/bèvj]m' aynIh μy/GAtx'[} rypàihe hwhy 10 

.rdw rdol /B%l¤i t/bèv]j]m' dmo[}T' μl/[l hwhy tx¢æ[} 11 

./˝l hljnl rjæB; { μ[”h; w˝yh…la‘ hwhyArva} y/Gh' yrEv]a' 12

.μdê:ah ynèEB]AlKAta ha;r hwhy fyB¢ihi μyImVm 13 

.≈rahâ	  ybvyAlK  la j"yGvh /T̋bvAˆ/kM]miâ 14 
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bçj to think snk to gather
 

yrça happy dn mound
 

fbn to look down rxwa vaults
 

ˆwkm place rwg to dread
 

jgç to gaze aynh restrains
 

(i) Describe the psalmist’s view of Creation according to verse 6.	 

(ii)	 Explain the connection between verse 8 and verse 9. 

(iii)	 How does the psalm vary its focus in verse 12? 

(iv)	 What stylistic features of classical Hebrew poetry are evident in this 
extract? 

End of paper 
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