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General Instructions

• Reading time – 5 minutes

• Working time – hours

• Write using black or blue pen

• Write your Centre Number and
Student Number at the top of
page 5

1 1–2

Total marks – 50

Pages 2–5

15 marks

• Attempt Questions 1–11

• Allow about 25 minutes for this section

Pages 7–8

15 marks

• Attempt ONE question from Questions 1–5

• Allow about 30 minutes for this section

Pages 9–10

20 marks

• Attempt ONE question from Questions 1–5

• Allow about 35 minutes for this section

Section I

Section II

Section III



Section I — Religion and Belief Systems in Australia post-1945

15 marks
Attempt Questions 1–11
Allow about 25 minutes for this section

Use the multiple-choice answer sheet for Questions 1–10.

1 What is the role of ritual and ceremony for Aboriginal spiritualities?

(A) To renew and conserve life

(B) To gain support for the Land Rights movement

(C) To implement traditional Aboriginal legal decisions

(D) To promote cultural understanding among non-Indigenous people

2 Which of the following best expresses the Aboriginal Dreaming?

(A) Smoking ceremony and totems

(B) Kinship groupings and voting rights

(C) Myths, legends and enactment ceremonies

(D) Australia Day, the Wik Legislation and the Aboriginal flag

What aspect of religious dialogue is reflected in the illustration?

(A) Totemic identity

(B) Kinship groupings

(C) Reconciliation process

(D) Rainbow Spirit Theology
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4 Which statement best expresses the basis of Aboriginal Land Rights claims?

(A) A formal legal relationship based on title deeds

(B) A spiritual relationship of the people to country

(C) An economic relationship of the people exploiting natural resources

(D) A political relationship where the people have sovereign power over territory

5 What did the Wik decision mean for the Land Rights movement?

(A) Aboriginal people gained sole ownership over land of continuous habitation.

(B) Aboriginal people gained unlimited access to their ritual estates.

(C) Pastoral leases and native title rights could co-exist.

(D) Mining companies gained free access to resources.

6 From 1945 to 2006, the pattern of adherence in Australian Christianity changed.

By 2006, there was

(A) a smaller proportion of Anglicans and a smaller proportion of Catholics.

(B) a greater proportion of Anglicans and a smaller proportion of Catholics.

(C) a greater proportion of Catholics and a smaller proportion of Pentecostals.

(D) a greater proportion of Uniting Church members and a smaller proportion of
Presbyterians.

7 What is secularism?

(A) A search for interfaith cooperation in society 

(B) A concept that diminishes the influence of religion in society

(C) A school of thought emphasising allegiance to one’s religious group

(D) Communities and individuals who live in isolation and share a common belief

8 Which of the following is a typical feature of New Age religions?

(A) Eucharist

(B) Meditation

(C) Communal worship

(D) Ordained female clergy
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9 Which of the following best reflects the reason for ecumenism in Australia’s current
religious landscape?

(A) A shared concern for social justice issues

(B) Increased awareness of the potential for interfaith dialogue

(C) A decline in the number of Christian adherents in the population

(D) The beginning of resource sharing including church buildings in rural Australia

10 What best explains increasing interfaith dialogue in Australia since 1945?

(A) Growing secularism

(B) Increased sectarianism

(C) The work of the council for Aboriginal Reconciliation

(D) Catholic membership of the National Council of Churches (NCCA)
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Studies of Religion

Section I (continued)

Attempt Question 11

Answer the question in the space provided.

Question 11 (5 marks)

With reference to the two signs above and your own knowledge, account for changes in
Australia’s religious landscape since the 1960s.
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MIDDLETON METHODIST CHURCH

SUNDAY SERVICES 9.30am, 6.30pm

Communion service First Sunday 
of the month

Sunday school 8.30am and 10.30am

Ladies Church Aid Tuesdays 10.00am
Youth Group Wednesdays 7.00pm
Men’s Brotherhood Thursday 7.00pm

MINISTER: Rev William Thomas, BA, LTh
Tel. WT 4763

MIDDLETON UNITING CHURCH

Sunday Service 9.30am
Sunday School 10.30am
Communion service First Sunday 

of the month
MINISTER: Rev Jennifer Hill, BBus, MTh

Chinese Service 12 noon
MINISTER: Rev Peter Lim, BA, Dip Theol

Tongan Service 5.00pm
MINISTER: Rev Jione A’Fuangu’a, MTh

Church Office: Tel. 9876 5432

Church sign 1965 Church sign 2009
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Section II — Religious Tradition Depth Study

15 marks
Attempt ONE question from Questions 1–5
Allow about 30 minutes for this section

Answer the question in the Studies of Religion Section II Answer Booklet.

Question 1 — Buddhism (15 marks)

(a) Describe ONE Buddhist ethical teaching in ONE of the following areas:

• Bioethics

• Environmental ethics

• Sexual ethics

(b) Explain how ONE of the following practices expresses the beliefs of Buddhism:

• Pilgrimage

• Temple Puja

• Wesak

(c) Analyse the impact on Buddhism of ONE significant person or school of thought
other than the Buddha.

Question 2 — Christianity (15 marks)

(a) Outline ONE significant practice within Christianity drawn from the following:

• Baptism

• Marriage ceremony

• Saturday/Sunday worship

(b) Explain how Christian ethical teachings, in ONE of the following areas, reflect
Christian beliefs.

• Bioethics

• Environmental ethics

• Sexual ethics

(c) Evaluate the contribution of ONE significant person or school of thought, other
than Jesus, to the development and expression of Christian beliefs.

4
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Question 3 — Hinduism (15 marks)

(a) Describe ONE principal source of Hindu ethical teaching.

(b) Explain the impact on Hinduism of ONE significant person or school of thought
other than the Vedas.

(c) Analyse the importance for the individual of ONE Hindu practice drawn from
the following:

• Marriage ceremony

• Pilgrimage

• Temple worship

Question 4 — Islam (15 marks)

(a) Describe ONE significant practice within Islam drawn from the following:

• Friday prayer at the mosque

• Funeral ceremony

• Hajj

(b) Explain how the ethical teachings of Islam apply in ONE of the following areas:

• Bioethics

• Environmental ethics

• Sexual ethics

(c) Assess the contribution of ONE school of thought or significant person, other
than Muhammad or the Four Rightly Guided Caliphs, to the development and
expression of Islamic beliefs.

Question 5 — Judaism (15 marks)

(a) Describe ONE significant practice within Judaism drawn from the following:

• Death and mourning

• Marriage

• Synagogue services

(b) Explain how the ethical teachings of Judaism apply in ONE of the following
areas:

• Bioethics

• Environmental ethics

• Sexual ethics

(c) Explain the impact on the development and expression of Judaism of ONE
school of thought or significant person, other than Abraham or Moses.
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Section III — Religious Tradition Depth Study

20 marks
Attempt ONE question from Questions 1–5

Choose a DIFFERENT Religious Tradition from the one you chose in Section II

Allow about 35 minutes for this section

Answer the question in a writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:

incorporate significant aspects of religion to illustrate your answer

use language and terminology appropriate to the study of religion

present ideas clearly in a well-structured answer

Question 1 — Buddhism (20 marks)

[Nirvana] can only be reached, not produced, by the Path . . . it transcends
the intrinsic nature of matter . . . being attainable through special insight
effected by strong effort.

BUDDHAGHOSA, 5th century India

[Proper meditation is] single-minded intense sitting without burning incense,
worshipping, reciting . . . , practising repentance, nor reading sutras.

DOGEN, 13th century Japan

With reference to the quotations, analyse how Buddhist ethics and/or practices are informed by
different expressions of the Buddhist belief system.

Question 2 — Christianity (20 marks)

With reference to Luke’s post-resurrection account in the quotation, assess Christianity as a
living religious tradition in the life of its adherents.

Please turn over
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Question 3 — Hinduism (20 marks)

Do those deeds that are without blame.
Taittiriya Upanishad 1.11.1–3

Reproduced with permission from Duncan Baird Publishers

Discuss the relevance of the quotation to Hindu ethics and/or practices.

Question 4 — Islam (20 marks)

The ultimate guidance is the Qur’an given by God through Muhammad . . .
The Qur’an enables humans to see and understand the guidance God has
inbuilt in creation.

H COWARD
© Dr Harold Coward, reproduced with permission

With reference to the quotation, analyse the role played by the revelation through the Prophet
in the life of Muslims.

Question 5 — Judaism (20 marks)

Awaiting copyright

Analyse the connection between ‘the laws and the rules’ and the love of God, referred to in the
quotation, as a guide in the life of adherents.

End of paper
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Instructions

• Answer ONE question from Questions 1–5 in this answer booklet

• Write the question number in the space provided

• Write your Centre Number and Student Number at the top of this page
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