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H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E  

E X A M I N AT I O N  

Classical Hebrew Extension
 

General Instructions 

• Reading time – 10 minutes 

• Working time – 1 hour and 
50 minutes 

• Write using black or blue pen 

• Your attention is drawn to the 
fact that the Divine Name is spelt 
in full in Biblical texts contained 
in this examination paper. If this 
is a matter of conscience for you, 
you should not discard the paper 

Total marks – 50 

Section I Pages 2–6 

30 marks 

This section has two parts, Part A and Part B 

• Allow about 1 hour and 5 minutes for this section 

Part A – 20 marks 

• Attempt Questions 1–2 

Part B – 10 marks 

• Attempt Question 3 

Section II Pages 7–9 

20 marks 

• Attempt Questions 4–6 

• Allow about 45 minutes for this section 
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Section I — Prescribed Text 
30 marks 
Allow about 1 hour and 5 minutes for this section 

Part A – 20 marks 
Attempt Questions 1–2 

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 
Use the extracts and your knowledge of the texts and prescribed commentaries in your answers. 

Question 1 (11 marks) 

(a)	 Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Jeremiah 44:7–8 

⁄	 ,a ml % c] ´¢ a b; la why ¢ AhKo ^ ˝ 7μyci[o μTŸ ' h* ; ; laer: yI yhlø ‘ t/a⁄ x] yheŸ ø ‘ h* : “ rmæa; ê hT;['w“ 
qnE/y̋ “ lĺ/[ hVö ˝ “ i μk≤˝ ; tyrIk] l] μk+te ∞ ] " , h~ ; “ h[…r:¡ w à a… wi Avya ál Ÿ h'˝ ,˝ vpo nAla l/dg ¶

.tyrêIave ] μkl≤`˝ ; rytài/h yTilö ]b˝il] hd–:Why“ Ë/Tm∞˝ i 
μyrI x"+ m] i ≈ra< B≤¢˝ ] μyr~ jI ae } μyh¶ilaø ˝le rFqe| l'˝ ] μkyd,+˝ yE “ yc¢´[m} 'B˝ ] ynŸ ˝Is~e[ik]h'l˝ ] 8 

kt/yh ¶ W μk,+˝ kh [ml l ` a≤ Arvaμ~ ,˝ ] î ‘ ˆ[m' æl]˝ l; tyrI∞ ] ' ˆŸ ' '~ ] μv…- rWg§˝ ; μyaiB; μTà ' , } 
.≈r< …˝ ; yyE/G lkoB] hP;+ “ ,˝ ]˝ …l; ˝ iahâ	 è ¡˝ rjlW hl¢ ql]

(i)	 To what does the expression hl~ ;/dg“ h[…¶r: (verse 7) refer? 2 

(ii)	 yTilö b] i˝l] (verse 7) and ˆŸ[m' '~l] (verse 8) share a common grammatical rule. 2 
Identify the rule and show how it applies in each case. 

Question 1 continues on page 3 
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Question 1 (continued) 

(b) Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Jeremiah 45:1–5 

/°bt] ˝ ] hY:rI ê ≤ ËWr™ Ala, ayb+ :h' ∞ ] “ I r~ , I rv≤a} rb% :h'˝ kB; – nAˆBE â B; iN˝  Whym: ry BD ¶ ;D˝ 1 

μyqéy: li ty[+ i “h… h~ : ;B' Why± ] “ I yPi˝ i ~ , eAl[' hLa´˝ ; μyrIbD˝ Ata,I /hy̋ ibr˝ â nV˝ :mry ¢m rps~ , ¶h Ÿ ; “h'
.rmêoal˝ e hd¡:Why“ Ëlm, à≤ WhYü:viayoAˆB, 

B yl̀ rcy ¢ a ¡ à AhKo.ËWrî ; Ú˝ ≤[; lá- : ] I yh́lø ‘ hw:hy“ rmæa; ê 2 

y˝ ij; a'˝ ] yŸ [] Ÿ : ˝ iao m' ' ˆ/g™ : hw:hy“ πsæy: â y˝ i an:Ay/aê T;r“ ~ ;t+ n“ B Ti g"y yb- k] Al[ y ü á AyKi l+ ∞ ~ ma' 3 

.yti …m; alè hj…Wnm]W˝axâ ø `
à + I  y ynŸ Arv, E ± a • yl; ¢ ota̋́w“ srEho yn∞a} tŸ i IB; a} hN•hi hw:hy“ rmæ¢ ; hKo w˝ %ae rmæaTo { hK∞ 4 

.ayhi ≈r< h; Ata,w“ vt́nO yn∞ } yTi ] æn: a}â a…`˝ AlK; ˝ - Ia [f` Arv,
h[…¶ : aybime ynInhi yKi vQ–bTAla' t/l¡ o “ àl] b' ] hT…a˝ “ 5r Ÿ ° ˝ “ ^ E ' ] dg Ú˝ AvQ, T ö w'

t/m¡ o ]˝ ' ; l[æ ll;+ l] Úv] n" â Ú¶˝ ] yTit' w“ hw± “ u “ r~ ; ; ; 'qMhAlK à v;˝ ~˝ p] Ata≤ l Ÿ n:˝ hy: Aμan cBAlKAl[
.μv…AËlâ ,Tâ´ rvà≤a} 

Who is the subject of each of the following verbs? 

(i) Tr;~ “ma'~ ; (verse 3) 1 

(ii) rmæaT¢ o (verse 4) 1 

(iii) rmæa¢ ; (verse 4) 1 

Question 1 continues on page 4 
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Question 1 (continued) 

(c) Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows. 

Jeremiah 46:18–26 

lmrk'k]W μyrIh;B≤ r/b∞ ;K] yKi /˝ – ] t/a¡ ; ] hw:hy“ Ël, ,˝ ' u “ yŸ I ;Ayj' 18≤` “ ˝ ˝ + ˝ â t˝ ª mv bx è M+hAμan na~
.a/byê : μYè:˝B' 

htXnIw“ hy<± ] i hM…v'l] πnO i μyI :x] i ' tb, ≤/y Ë̋ ; yci[} hl; ´K] 19…` ] ˝ htâ ¢ ˝ ~ AyKâ r– mAtB v` l+ ¢ ~ /g yl¶
.bvâ´/y ˆyaàm´˝ e 

˝ … à X˝ qà r– m ¡ Ahpâ.abâ aB… ˆ/p¡ ;mi ≈r< ≤ μyI :x] i hY:pi ´y“ hlà…g[“ , 20 

al∞ wyD:¡ ] " Wsn: Wnÿ ] i hM; ´Aμg" i qBer“ ' yĺg“ ,K] H˝ ; “ ib] h;yr<ki ] " 21ø jy è ph há AyKâ + m ¢ [˝ B~ rq˝ ˝ • cAμG
.μt˝ â…Dq: uP] t[́à μhyl`≤˝ [e } aBà… μ˝dü:yae μ/yì yK¢i Wdm-…[; 

.μyxi[e yb̀́ ] oK] H˝ ;+ WaB…¢ t~ U “ '˝ ]˝ eyE lyI æ˝ ] i ËĺyE vj…N:K' H˝ …/q 22â fj˝ l /MDrqbW Wkl+ jb¢ AyKâ - ¢ ˝ l`
μhl ˆya̋́ “ hB,+ “ '˝ ´ WŸ " yKi rq–j; E alø yKi hw:hy“ u “ H~r: ] " Wt• “ ; 23≤`˝ ; àw ramâ Br ¶ E yê ∞ ` ± Aμan ˝ [y rK

.rPâ…sm] i 
.ˆ/pê ; ' dy"˝ ] hn:¡ ] I μyI :x] i ' hv; iho 24xAμ[ Bè Tn r– mAtB yb̀

aNm±˝ i ˆ/m∞ ; , d~ e In“ i laer: ] I yh́¢ ø ‘ t/a⁄ ; ] hw:hy“ r* ' ; 25O aAla q/p yn•˝ h % cy la bx ! ma
h[or“ Al['˝ “ h;˝ l; Al['˝ “ hyh≤` a‘ w“ μyr"+ mi w“ h[o P' ˝ “+ P' Ÿw yk≤- m] w ;˝ lø Al['˝ I x] Al['˝ ~ r“ Al['w

./B˝ ê μyj̀ifB] ho˝ ' l[àwæ˝ “ 
wydb; } "˝ ]˝ ≤` ; , ≤ rXæar< “ ' ê “ dy"˝ ]˝ ˝ ;+ ] " yv́¢ ] ' ] dy"˝ ] μ˝ it' “W 26˝ :– [AdybW lbBAËlmâ à dkWbn übW μvpn qbm ~ B yT% n˝

.hw:hy“ n“ μdq≤` y˝ â ˆKov] i ˆk´Ayrjaw“ê Aμau < Ayme Ki è T ö E } '˝

Explain how the prophet uses different creatures in his writings to convey his 
message. In your answer, refer to the extract and commentary. 

End of Question 1 
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Question 2 (9 marks) 

Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Rosh Hashanah 29b 

(a) In relation to the blowing of the Shofar on Shabbat, describe and account for 
the different opinions of hmjl rb ywl òr and abr . 

4 

(b) Analyse the decree of Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai: 

çyç μwqm lkb ˆy[qwt whyç yakz ˆb ˆnjwy ˆbr ˆyqth çdqmh tyb brjçm 
ˆyd tyb wb 

5 

In your answer, refer to the baraitha commencing with the words: 
. . .  tbçb twyhl hnçh çar lj tja μ[p ˆnbr wnt . 
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Section I (continued) 

Part B – 10 marks 
Attempt Question 3 

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you: 

■	 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the prescribed text(s) relevant to the 
question 

■	 communicate ideas and information using relevant examples 

■	 present a logical and cohesive response 

Question 3 (10 marks) 

Read the extracts, then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows. 

Jeremiah 44:1–6 

μyrI x:– m] i ≈ra< B≤¢˝ ] μyb̀ivY] Oh˝ ' μyd+IWhYh“˝ 'AlK; la,º Whym:± ]ry“ IAlaâ≤ hy∞:h; rva≤¢ } rb~ D; ˝:h' 1 

ê l t] < bà ]˝ ±˝ ]˝ ´¢ “ ' ] '˝ W l] ~ g“ ˝ ¶ YO.rmoa˝ e s/r™ P' ≈ra≤˝ W πnObW sjnPjtb˝ Do miB] μybiv] h˝ ' 
[rhâ yai ≤¢ e cy la /abx • aAhK 2h~ ; :˝ …AlK; tá¶ μt,% r“ μTa' lar+ : ] I yh́¢ ø ‘ t~ ; ] hw:hy“ rm'| ; o 

h h Brj Nh˝ :– E[AlK `˝ I v; y“ Ÿ abehhZ<±˝ ' μ/Y§˝ ' h~ ; “ ; μ˝ :• iw“ hdWhy“ yr∞ ; ; l[æw“ μl'+ Wr§ Al[' yti ~ e rv¶≤a} 
.bv́/y μhâ ≤˝`B; ˆya̋́wà “ 

¢ a˝ [l + l l≤¢˝ s+ k] l c[ a t;% r ∞ m]μyhilø le dbo¡ }˝ ' rFeq'˝ ] tk, l; ynI˝ e[i h'˝ ] WŸ ; rv≤¶ } μ˝ [; : ynEP˝ i 3 

.μkyt≤˝â eboa}˝w" μTà≤a' hMh; ´` μW[˝ +dy: “ al∞ø r~v,a} μyrIj– ea} 
Ala – l lø w à h + i “˝ db[AlKAta kyla ¶ a,˝ 4an:∞ ' rmoa˝ e j" v¡ ;˝ “ μyḰv] ' μyaiybNh' y˝ "∞ ; } ; , μ~ ,˝ e } jlæv] w: 

anê a≤ ™˝ …[T˝ ArbD ö [}.yti Ec; rvà } taZOh' hbà e oh' æâ “ tá Wc% t' 
à a˝ ´` lb˝ ˝ [; m l ˝ z“ Ata hi ˝ [mvâμyhilø le rFq' yTià ] il] μt…- rê:˝ e bWv¡˝ ; μn:± a; , WF∞ Aaløw“ WŸ ] … al•˝øw“ 5 

.μyrêIjae } 
hn: <h] ˝ " μI …- ; î “ t/x¡ ub]˝ Why“ yr∞ ;˝ ] ~ ' ] iw" yPiaw“ yŸti j} ËT¶ iw"yyü Twi lvWry j˝ W hd:+ [E B r[bT˝ ˝ + '˝ ˝ m; æT˝ 6 

.hZh<˝ê ' μ/YìK˝ ' hmm…` ;vl]˝ i hB…àr“j;˝l] 

Jeremiah 44:13–14 

μlvWrî “ ' yTi “ æP; rv≤a}˝ ' μyI "+ ] i ≈r< ≤¢˝ ] μ~ i ] îh' l[æ yTid“ ' ;˝ 13I …- ; yAl[ dq` à K rxm aB ybv/Y̋ ¶ % qpW 
.rb, :˝ '˝ …` :˝ ; br< ≤˝ 'Dbê W b[rB jBà

≈raB] μv…` îl; μyaiB;˝ ' hd:+ “ tyrIae ]˝ i dyrI ;˝ “ fyliP; hy<@ ] I alø˝ “ 14< ≤¢˝ ArWg̋ à h Why ∞ vl ~ cw ¶ hy wŸ
b~ ˝ ; μ~˝ ; ] " , μyaiC] m] hMheArva} hd:% “ ≈r< ≤¢ { bWv∞˝ ;˝ “ μyI :– ] iWvl vpnAta ¶ n" ; ⁄ , Why a lw rxm

.μyfile Aμai yKà WbWv¡ : ø yKi μv;+ tb, ≤¢˝ ;â P] i yAalê à vl

With specific reference to the extracts provided and the text as a whole, discuss the 
historical background to Jeremiah’s words and the situation of the people of Judah at 
this time. 
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Section II — Non-prescribed Text

20 marks
Attempt Questions 4–6
Allow about 45 minutes for this section

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Question 4 (8 marks)

Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Psalm 100:1–5

(a) Identify all imperatives in verses 1 and 2.

(b) The psalm contains a Qeré Ketiv (verse 3).

How does this affect our understanding of the text?

(c) The psalm is entitled hd:–/t̋l] r/mèz“mi .

To what extent does the content of the psalm reflect this title? Give examples
from the text to justify your answer.

.≈r<a…â˝h;AlK; hw:fihy̋l'¤ W[yrIèh; hd:–/t̋l] r/mèz“mi
.hn:ên:r“˝Bi w̋yn:fip;˝l]¤ WaBoè hj…-m]ci˝B] hw:∞hy“Ata, Wd§b][i

ˆaxo∞˝w“ /̋M%['¤ Wnj]n"–a} ?/̋l∞˝w“¿ alø˝w“ Wn̋c;[;£AaWhê μyhiàlø&a‘ aWh• hJw:hy“AyKiâ W[%D“
./̋têy[ir“m'

./̋mêv] WkèrÄB; /̋l%AWd/hê hL…-hit]˝Bi w̋yt…àroxej} hd:%/t̋B] { w̋yr:Ÿ[;v] WaBo•
./̋tên:Wma‘ rdo%˝w:¤ rDoìAd['˝w“ /̋D=s]j' μl…¢/[̋l] h/;hy“£ b/f∞AyKi

1

2

3

4

5

2

rwmzm song/psalm

hnnr singing

rxj courtyard

2

4
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Question 5 (6 marks) 

Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Psalm 96:1–10 

.≈r<a…â˝h;AlK; hw:fihy̋l'¤ Wryvià vd:–j; ryvi¢
./̋tê[;Wvy“ μ/yfi˝l]¤Aμ/Yî˝mi WrìC]B' /˝m–v] Wk∞rÄB;

.w˝yt…â/al]p]nI μyMi%['˝h…âAlk;˝B] /˝d=/bK]

 hw:hy̋l'™ Wryvi¢ 
hw:hy˝l'£ Wryvi¢ 
μyI∞/G̋b' Wr§P]s' 

1 

2 

3 

.μyhilø AlK; ' aWh% arè om] lL¢ u ]W hw:hy“ l/dª : yKiâ a‘ Al[ :/n da– …hm˝ ∞ gÔ à 4 

.hcâ…[; μyImàæv; hwfi:hyw˝ "ê μyl-iylai ‘ μyM¢i[h'˝ ; yh¢´løa‘AlK; { yK¶i 5 

./v˝ Dê q: m] ˝iB] tr<a%,p]tiw˝ “¤ z[èo w˝yn–:p;l˝ ] rdè:hw;˝ “Ad/h 6 

.z[wo˝ê : d/bèK; hw:hyfi ˝l'¤ Wbèh; μyMi[- ' t/j∞P]v]mi hw:hy̋l'™ Wbh∞ ; 7 

.wyt˝ â…/rxj] '˝l] Wabo˝èW hjn;% “m¤iAWaêc] /m˝ v– ] d/bK∞ ] hwhy: l˝ ™' Wbh∞ ; 8 

.≈r<a…â˝h;AlK; w˝yn:fiP;˝mi¤
μyMi%['¤ ˆydIèy: f/M–TiAlB' lbeTe£

 Wlyjià vd<qo–Atr"d“h'˝B] hw:hy̋l'£ Ww§j}T'v]hi 
ˆ/K∞TiAπa' Ël;%m; hw:•hÔy“ { μyI!/G̋b' Wrªm]ai 

.μyrIêv;yme˝B] 

9 

10 

rxj courtyard 

lj to tremble 

lbt world 

fwm to move 

ˆyd to judge 

rcb to announce 

lyla idol 

dwh splendour 

rdh Majesty 

(a) What theological message does the psalmist convey in verse 5? 1 

(b) Identify the poetic features used by the psalmist in this extract and explain 5 
their use. 
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Question 6 (6 marks) 

Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow. 

Psalm 127:1–5 

B yn/b Wlm[ v¶ b' › yI hyAμa è & ] [} hæ/˝ – w˝ :∞ ∞ ] ; { aw“ … tyI % hn<b] Aalø { hw:• “ i hmoløvl˝ i t/l% Mâæ˝ â ryvài 1 

.rḿ/v dq'v; { aw“ … ry[iArmvyAalê hwè “ iâ $ v¶ % ; ] I ø :hyAμa
y - [}˝ , ¢ ka£ vAyr, jaâ yKivm Ÿ v¶ˆT´` I ˆK´¶ μybix; h; μjl≤ yle ] o tb, % E } æm] μWq̂ yme ä ] ' { μkl,˝ ; aw“ … 2 

.anê:ve /˝dyd§ Iyl˝ iâ 
.ˆf,Bh…˝â ' yrIP∞ ] rk;%c;¤ μynIB– ; hw:hy∞ “ tl¢jæ }n" hNEh• i 3 

ê ˝ ∞ e GAdy̋ j˝.μyrIW[N“h' ynEB] ˆK% r/B– I "B] μyXià iK] 4 

BdyAyKâ – E ø ˝ & tPvaAta à ≤ Gfih • aWr™ ] " “ i WvboyAalê μh≤àme /˝ % ; ] ' , aĹmi rva¶ } rb, <˝ ' yrEv] ' 5 

.r['V…â˝B' μybi¢y“/aAta, 

≈j 
yrça 
hpça 

arrow 

happy 

quiver (a holder for arrows) 

bx[ 
dydy 
rkc 

toil 

loved one 

reward 

(a) Parse the following words, giving root, binyan and tense/aspect. 

(i) aĹàmi (verse 5) 

(ii) Wvbo–yE (verse 5) 

1 

1 

(b) Give THREE examples from verses 1 and 2 where the psalmist describes the 
indispensable role of God in supporting human beings. 

2 

(c) How is the significance of having children described in verses 3–5? 2 

End of paper 
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