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H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E 
  

E X A M I N AT I O N 
  

Arabic Beginners
 

General Instructions 

• Reading time – 10 minutes 

• Working time – 2 hours and 
30 minutes 

• Write using black or blue pen 
Black pen is preferred 

• Monolingual and/or bilingual 
print dictionaries may be used 

• Write your Centre Number and 
Student Number at the top of 
this page and pages 9, 17 and 19 

Total marks – 80 

Section I Pages 2–5 

30 marks 

• Attempt Questions 1–9 

• This section should take approximately 40 minutes 

Section II Pages 9–15 

30 marks 

• Attempt Questions 10–14 

• Allow about 1 hour for this section 

Section III Pages 17–20 

20 marks 

This section has two parts, Part A and Part B 

• Allow about 50 minutes for this section 

Part A – 10 marks 

• Attempt Questions 15–16 

Part B – 10 marks 

• Attempt Question 17 

3030 



Section I — Listening 

30 marks 
Attempt Questions 1–9 
This section should take approximately 40 minutes 

You will hear NINE texts. Each text will be read twice. The question for each text will be 
read once before the first reading of the text. There will be a pause after the first reading in 
which you may make notes. However, you may make notes at any time. You will be given 
adequate time after the second reading to complete your answer. Answer the questions 
in ENGLISH in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the expected length of 
response. In the case of multiple-choice questions, tick the box that corresponds to the correct 
response. You may proceed to Section II as soon as you have finished Question 9. 

Question 1 (2 marks) 

What are Salma and Ramy discussing? 

............................................................................................................... 

2 

............................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................... 

Question 2 (3 marks) 

(a) Where is this conversation taking place? 

..................................................................................................... 

1 

(b) What are Manal and Hadi each planning to do in the future? 

Manal ......................................................................................... 

Hadi ......................................................................................... 

2 

Question 3 (1 mark) 

To whom is Mazen speaking? 

(A) A hotel guest 

(B) A hotel manager 

(C) A police officer 

(D) A tourist bus operator 

1 

Candidate’s 
Notes 

– 2 –
 



    

 Yes  No 

Question 4 (3 marks) 

What is the purpose of this announcement? 3
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

Question 5 (3 marks) 

How does Widad feel about her neighbourhood? 3
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

Question 6 (4 marks) 

Imagine you are Salma’s father. Complete the form in ENGLISH. 4 

Application to attend the ski trip 

Name: Salma Mahfouz 

Age in years and months: 

Class: 

I give my permission for my daughter 
to attend the ski trip. 

Equipment that the school will need to hire (please circle): 

hat /gloves shoes/skis jacket /pants 

Signed 

P Mahfouz 

Candidate’s 
Notes 
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Question 7 (4 marks)
 

Summarise the main points made in this news item. Your answer
 4 
should be in dot point form and no more than 50 words. 

•	 ..........................................................................................................
 

..........................................................................................................
 

•	 ..........................................................................................................
 

..........................................................................................................
 

•	 ..........................................................................................................
 

..........................................................................................................
 

•	 ..........................................................................................................
 

..........................................................................................................
 

Question 8 (4 marks)
 

Who will Samia take to the dance party? Justify your response. 4
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

Candidate’s 
Notes 
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Marks 
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 ...............................................................................................................

Question 9 (6 marks)
 

When Bassem stopped this interview, he was very upset. Explain why.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................
 

You may now proceed to Section II 

Candidate’s 
Notes 
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Centre Number 

Student Number

2011 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

Arabic Beginners 

Section II — Reading 

30 marks 
Attempt Questions 10–14 
Allow about 1 hour for this section 

Read the texts, then answer the questions in ENGLISH in the spaces provided. These spaces 
provide guidance for the expected length of response. 

Question 10 (3 marks)
 

Read the text, then answer the question that follows.
 

ÉeÉe 

,¿n Éëàp er ’G âo «r °ùfn ór ≤n dn .k GóZn Ωp ƒ∏©o dr G ¿p Éëàp er ’ ¢n SQo Or Cn’ Éæ«d »à≤n jó°nU âp «r Hn ¤pEG âo Ñr gn Pn 

.¬p Hp »æJr ôcs Pn h »H â∏n °üJs G Éæ«dhn n r n n 

.É¡àp «H ‘ AÉ°û©dr G πo co GB ±n ƒ°S ,»∏n Y »≤∏n ≤r Jn ’ r n n n r n s n 

‹É°S 

Why has Sally left this message for her mother? 

......................................................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................................... 

3031 – 9 –
 

3 



 

  

 

  

 

  

  

 

Question 11 (4 marks)
 

Read the text, then answer the question that follows.
 

’GCnjsΩÉ enén∏sáo 

GØdn¡rôp¢S 

G°üdsëØná 

3 GCnNrQÉÑoGCngrπpGdrØnøu 

6 ÜÉHoGôdu °VÉjná 

8 dÉYnº oGdrª nôrGCnIphG£duØrπ 

11 G°ùduMÉ«náohG°ùdsØnô 

14 G°Vrën∂repørbn∏rÑp∂ 

15 G’CnHrôGêohnMn¶t∂nGdr«nƒrΩ 

17 QnFÉ°SpπoGdr≤oôsGA 

What page would you turn to for the following? 

•	 Letter to the editor 

...................................................................... 

•	 Sport 

...................................................................... 

•	 Tourism and Travel 

...................................................................... 

•	 Horoscope 

...................................................................... 

– 10 –
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Question 12 (4 marks) 

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow. 

°S -3nó«© 

‘Gdr«nƒrΩpG’Cnhs∫pGCn°Vn©râoepØrh ,»MÉànhnbnØrâo 

JnërânGdrª n£nôp’CncrãnônepørYÉ°Snám. 

G£ds≤r¢ùognòGG°üdsìÉÑneo ª rRÉàlh ,nbnórhnLnóräo 

epØr.»MÉà 

…OÉa -1 

Ypærónh Éen °Un∏râoGEpg ¤nòGGdrª n¿Éμpa ,nμsôräoGCnfs¬o 

°Sn»uAlh ,ndnμpørHn©rónGdr«nƒrΩpG’Cnhs∫p,Gdràn≤n«râo 

HpÉCn°Tr¢UÉîmWn«uÚÑnLpóqGk. 

L -4n∏«ªná 

coærâoeoàn°ûnƒuÉbk’B»JGEpg ¤o.ÉæGCn°Uróp»FÉb 

ƒdÉbGH ‹pÉCn¿sgnòGGCn°†anπoOGQmdp°û∏sÜÉÑp‘ 

.Êó«°S 

gnòGdn«r¢ùn °UnÉë«ëk. 

OÉ°T -2rjná 

Gdröôranáoeo¶r∏pª nálbnÓ«∏kd ,nμpøsGæjóŸnánLná∏«ªl 

hG£dsΩÉ©nòjòdlhGæds¢SÉnQGFp.¿ƒ© 

(a) Who enjoyed his or her stay in the youth hostel the most? 1 

............................................................................................................................... 

(b) Which two guests had the most similar experience? Justify your response. 3 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 
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Question 13 (10 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

Question 13 continues on page 13

2T°ÑÉ• / apÑrôGjpô

dn≤nór Gfràn≤n∏râo GEp¤ epær£n≤nám GCoNrôi hnenórQnS°nám LnójónIm,hnS°nÉCoMÉhp∫o gnòp√p Gdù°sænán GCn¿r

GCnOrQoS¢n GCncrãnôn hGCnfrénín ‘ GdrªnórQnS°á.

4T°ÑÉ• / apÑrôGjpô

Jn©nôsarâo Yn∏≈ GCU°rópbÉAm LoóoOm ‘ GdrªnórQnS°náp,hngoºr Wn«uÑƒ¿n LpóGk. GCoMpÖt gnòp√p

GdrªnórQnS°nán,NÉU°sák eÉOqIn Gd∏tn̈áp Gdr«ÉHÉfp«sáp.GCYrôp±o Hn©r†¢n Gdrμn∏pªÉäp Gdr«ÉHÉfp«sáp

G’B¿n.Jn≤nóserâo dpªoù°ÉHn≤náp Gdàsªrã«πp ‘ enù°rônMp«sáp GdrªnórQnS°náp hGCnJnªnæs≈ GCn¿r jnîràÉQhÊ.

72T°ÑÉ• / apÑrôGjpô

dnºr GCnYrôp±r GCn¿s coπs G’CnT°r«ÉAp JnëràÉêo GEp¤ enér¡ƒOm cnÑÒm.GCnT°r©oôo HÉdàs©nÖp hn’ GCoQjóo GCn¿r

GCnPrgnÖn GEp¤ GdrªnórQnS°náp dpªoósIp T°n¡rôm Yn∏≈ G’Cnbnπu.

GCnU°rópbÉF» S°ÉYnóhÊ cnãÒGk. ’ GCnS°ràn£«™o GC¿r GCnWr∏oÖn epær¡oºr Gdrªoù°ÉYnónIn GCncãnôn epør

gnòG.GEpfs¡oºr joëpÑtƒfnæ» cnãÒGk hn’ GCoQjóo GCn¿r GCnNrù°nôngoºr.

GCnT°r©oôo HÉ◊oõr¿p hGdàs©ÉS°náp!

fné«Ö

– 12 –



3 

Question 13 (continued) 

(a) What prompted Najib to write the first diary entry? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

(b) What happened on 4 February? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

3 

(c) How has Najib changed between the second and third diary entries? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

4 

End of Question 13 
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Question 14 (9 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.

Question 14 continues on page 15

enén∏sáo GdrªnórQnS°ná

Jn≤rôjôo G’CoS°rÑƒṕ GdôujÉV°p»u

jnƒrΩo GdãtÓKÉAp goƒn Gdr«nƒrΩo GdrμnÑÒo! anôj≥o coônIp Gdù°s∏sáp S°nƒr±n jn∏r©nÖo eoÑÉQGJn¬o G’CnNÒnIn,hnjnëràÉêo GE¤

Jnû°ré«©pμoºr Lnª«©Ék.

cÉ¿n G’CoS°rÑƒó GdrªÉV°» QGFp©Ék dpμoπu GdrØpôn¥p,cÉfnâr goæÉ∑n GCnYróGOl cnÑÒnIl epør ’YpÑ» G’Mràp«É•p,

hnLnª«™o apônbpæÉ GdôujÉV°p«sáp aÉRnär hnMnü°n∏nâr Yn∏≈ LnƒGFpõn,hGdæsÉS¢o T°ÉgnóhfÉ Yn∏≈ Gdàu∏pØpõrjƒ¿.

GCnMrù°næràoºr jÉ T°nÑÉÜ!

dpæoμrªpπr gnòG Gdr©nªnπn GdôsGFp™n jnƒrΩn GdãtÓKÉAp ‘ GdrªoÑÉQGIp Gdæu¡ÉFp«sáp. cƒfƒG Lnª«©Ék ‘ Gdrªn∏r©nÖp HÉcpôGk

hnLÉgpõjøn cÉŸo©ràÉOp.Jn©Éhofoμoºr hnOnYrªoμoºr S°n«nér©nπo GdrØnƒrRn eoªrμpæÉk.

GCnjr†°Ék,fnû°rμoôo G’CoS°àÉPn GCnfƒnQ Gdsò… S°nƒr±n jnàrôo∑o enórQnS°nànæÉ dp«nμƒ¿n eoójôGk ’CncrÑnôp GdrænƒGO… GdôujÉV°p«sáp

‘ S°«óÊ. fnû°μoôo√o Yn∏≈ Ynªn∏p¬p Gd£sƒjπp hnenér¡ƒOp√p GdôsGFp™p ‘ enórQnS°nàpæÉ dpù°nænƒGäm Wnƒnj∏nám.T°oμrôGk

Yn∏≈ coπu T°n»Am GCoS°ràÉP GCnfrƒnQ. foëpÑt∂n hfnànªnæs≈ dn∂n Mn¶sÉk S°n©«óGk ‘ Ynªn∏p∂n Gdrénójóp, hS°nƒr±n fnû°ràÉ¥o

GEdn«r∂n cnãÒGk.

S°ÉΩ

Gdü°s∞t21
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1 

Question 14 (continued) 

(a) Where is this text published? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

(b) What was unusual about the events of the previous week? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

3 

(c) Why has the text been written? 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

5 

End of Question 14 
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Centre Number 

Student Number 

2011 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

Arabic Beginners 

Section III — Writing in Arabic 
20 marks 
Allow about 50 minutes for this section 

Part A – 10 marks 
Attempt Questions 15–16 

Answer the questions in the spaces provided. This space provides guidance for the expected 
length of response. 

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you: 

■ demonstrate the relevance of information and ideas 

■ write text appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

■ structure and sequence information and ideas 

■ demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in Arabic 

Question 15 (4 marks) 

Write a note to your teacher thanking him/her for being your teacher. Write
 
approximately 50 words in ARABIC.
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

........................................................................................................................................
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6 

Question 16 (6 marks) 

Write a postcard to your friend in Australia describing your visit to a city in an
 
Arabic-speaking country. Write approximately 75 words in ARABIC.
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
 

.........................................................................................................................................
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2011 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

Arabic Beginners 

Section III (continued) 

Part B – 10 marks 
Attempt Question 17 

Answer the question in the space provided. This space provides guidance for the expected 
length of response. 

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you: 

■ demonstrate the relevance of information and ideas 

■ write text appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

■ structure and sequence information and ideas 

■ demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in Arabic 

Question 17 (10 marks) 

Answer ONE of the following questions. Write approximately 125 words in ARABIC. 

Write a letter in ARABIC to your friend inviting him/her to your birthday party. 

(a) GcàÖQádÉ°S∏dÉH¨áGd©ôH«áGE 
n 

°U ¤ ≤jó∂Jó√ƒYGM ¤ Ø∏áó«YOÓ«e.∑ 10 

OR 

(b) Jó√ƒYGM ¤ Ø∏á±ÉaRG∂«N‘ GcàÖQádÉ°S∏dÉH¨áGd©ôH«áGE 
n 

b ¤Ñjô∂QÉNêG°SàôGÉ«dp 

.Êó«°S 

10 

Write a letter in ARABIC to your cousin overseas inviting him/her to your 
brother’s wedding in Sydney. 

Question 17 continues on page 20 

Centre Number 

Student Number 

CororpktnprnnpspnpnnroEnrnppp

nroEnrnppCnn CororpktnprnnpspnpnpnCoro
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Question attempted 17 ( )
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

.......................................................................................................................................................
 

End of paper 
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