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Introduction

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of the Stage 6 courses in
Modern Greek. It contains comments on candidate responses to the 2012 Higher School
Certificate examinations, indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their relative
strengths and weaknesses.

This document should be read along with the relevant syllabuses, the 2012 Higher School
Certificate examinations, the marking guidelines and other support documents developed by
the Board of Studies to assist in the teaching and learning of Modern Greek.

General comments

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the
syllabus outcomes in a manner that requires candidates to respond by integrating their
knowledge, understanding and skills developed through studying the course.

Candidates need to be aware that the marks allocated to the question and the answer space
(where this is provided on the examination paper) are guides to the length of the required
response. A longer response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Writing far beyond the
space allocated may reduce the time available for answering other questions.

Candidates need to be familiar with the Board’s Glossary of Key Words, which contains
some terms commonly used in examination questions. However, candidates should also be
aware that not all questions will start with or contain one of the key words from the glossary.
Questions such as ‘how?’, ‘why?’ or ‘to what extent?’ may be asked, or verbs that are not
included in the glossary may be used, such as ‘design’, ‘translate’ or ‘list’.

With regard to dictionary use, candidates are reminded to contextualise the meaning from the
choices given in the dictionary. When looking for an English equivalent, candidates must
ensure that they choose the correct equivalent part of speech as well as the most appropriate
meaning. Candidates are reminded to cross-reference words from the English—Greek
dictionary with their complements in the Greek—English dictionary.



Preparing for the Beginners/Continuers oral examinations

Detailed advice is provided on the Board’s website for teachers and students about the nature
and conduct of the HSC oral examinations at
www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/languages.html.

However, teachers and students are reminded that:

e Questions will relate to the candidate’s personal world as it relates to the prescribed
topics in the syllabus.

e Neither the number of questions nor the number of topics covered by the examination is
predetermined. The examiner may ask questions that relate to a previous response made
by the candidate or introduce a new topic.

e Candidates should answer each question ONLY with information related specifically to
the question asked.

e Candidates who attempt to dominate the conversation with long, rote-learned
monologues will be interrupted by the examiner at an appropriate moment.

e (Candidates will be asked questions which relate to past, present and future experience.

e If candidates do not understand a question, they may ask for the question to be repeated,
clarified or rephrased in the language being examined. Candidates should NOT ask the
examiner to translate words or questions.

e (Candidates should NOT identify themselves, their teachers or their schools to the
examiner.

Modern Greek Beginners

Oral examination

In better responses, candidates understood the variety of questions asked, such as
open/closed, recall/informational, comparative and those that required an opinion. They also
manipulated the tenses and conversed with ease, exchanging relevant information and
demonstrating an excellent knowledge of various language structures and vocabulary.

A number of candidates found it difficult to respond to comparative questions and to
questions which required them to express an opinion.

Some common areas of difficulty were in the use of the verbs pov apéoet and yperdlopon and
in the lack of agreement between articles, adjectives and nouns. Verb tenses were incorrectly
used throughout the conversation and some candidates could not conjugate verbs in the past
and the future, eg Ec0 payeipeveig; Nou payepedels. H pmopmdg pov givar unyovikot.

Candidates are reminded that they need to be aware of the different types of questions that
they can expect relating to their personal world, as specified in the syllabus.



Written Examination

Section | — Listening

In better responses, candidates answered the questions well by identifying the required pieces
of information and by demonstrating a good understanding of the texts. Many candidates
correctly identified the answers to Questions 1, 4, and 6(a). In Question 6(b), they also
correctly identified that Eleni was in trouble because she was holding a camera, a drink and
was wearing shorts.

In weaker responses, candidates only provided some relevant information, for example in
Question 2 candidates did not mention that Maria was asking for permission to remain in the
city. Other significant errors were noted in Question 3 with the telephone number, the lost
book and the due date. Similarly in Question 7, although candidates identified the reporter’s
emotions by using adjectives, they did not support this fully by making reference to the text to
support their argument. In addition, many candidates did not identify the changes apparent in
the reporter’s emotions. In Question 8, candidates had difficulty identifying the four main
points: break is only 10 minutes, closed shoes should be worn, food/drink taken from the
store should be paid for and own food can be refrigerated.

Candidates are reminded to read all questions carefully and to ensure that all necessary detail
has been included in their answers. It is important to note that translation or rephrasing of the
spoken text may not be sufficient to answer the question. Information contained in the text
needs to be interpreted.

Candidates must ensure that all relevant information contained in the notes column is
transferred to the lined section of the examination paper if they want this information to be
considered as part of their response.

Section Il - Reading

Questions 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13

In better responses, candidates responded to the questions by providing all necessary
information required to demonstrate a good understanding of the texts. They gave appropriate
examples to support their answers. In Question 10, most candidates correctly identified the
weather patterns in Athens, Crete, Rhodes and Thessaloniki. In Question 11, candidates
identified the positive and negative aspects of Georgia’s evening. In better responses to
Question 13 (a), most candidates identified the initial preferences of each character in regards
to moving house.

In weaker responses, candidates often summarised the text without actually relating their
answer to the specific question asked. This was evident in Question 12 (c) where candidates
were to discuss how successful each character was in their search for fulfilment. Many
candidates did not show development or discuss each character equally.

Candidates need to read all questions carefully and to note the mark value and the number of
lines in the short answer questions, which provide candidates with an indication of the length
of the required response. Some questions will require the direct translation of material while
other questions will ask for information to be interpreted in some way. In every case, it is
essential that candidates answer the question asked and refrain from including large amounts
of extraneous material.



Section Il — Writing

Question 14

Overall, candidates communicated ideas and information appropriate to the audience, purpose
and context. Most candidates wrote a short message to a friend and demonstrated good
knowledge of Greek vocabulary and language structures required for the task.

Question 15

Overall, candidates responded well to the task of writing an article for the yearbook about a
recent overseas trip and communicated relevant ideas appropriate to audience, purpose and
context.

In better responses, candidates organised information and ideas coherently and applied
appropriate language structures and vocabulary to answer the question.

In weaker responses, candidates showed limited evidence of ability to organise their ideas
coherently and creatively.

Question 16
Most candidates understood the questions asked of them and answered appropriately.

Most candidates attempted Question 16 (a) and successfully answered the question, writing
an email to a friend describing how they celebrated New Year’s Eve .The candidates who
attempted Question 16 (b) wrote an email describing an unusual day to a cousin, using
appropriate language structures and grammatical concepts.

In better responses to both questions, candidates presented and developed original ideas,
information and opinions that were relevant to context, purpose and audience. They organised
information and ideas and demonstrated some knowledge of a variety of Greek vocabulary,
language structures and features.

In weaker responses, candidates presented some information relevant to the task, but often did
not expand on their answers. Candidates are reminded that all aspects of the question need to
be addressed and to pay closer attention to grammar and syntax.

Modern Greek Continuers

Oral Examination

Most candidates understood the questions asked of them and answered appropriately.
Candidates were asked questions relating to their Personal World and responded with various
degrees of effectiveness.

In better responses, candidates demonstrated effective use of idiomatic expressions as well as
a high level of grammatical accuracy, extensive and sophisticated vocabulary, depth of
response and higher order thinking. These candidates responded well to a variety of question
styles that included open/closed, recall/informational, comparative, hypothetical and
reflective. They justified their opinions effectively and demonstrated skills in using the
correct language structures when talking about the past, present and future.

In weaker response, candidates did not manipulate language skilfully or creatively, nor did
they use appropriate language structures and grammatical concepts. These responses were



characterised by the use of wrong article, gender agreement and case. Passive verbs such as
yperalopon were wrongly conjugated and impersonal verbs such as npénet were also
incorrectly used as was the verb pov apécet. They also demonstrated quite a few anglicisms
in their expressions such as 0An ™ @opd, eipaocte otevol, dev gipan ko TOAD peydAog 6To
Sapaocpa.

Candidates’ inability to use the genitive case even in basic situations, eg gijlo dexotpio
YPOvVaV, ota pilovg omitt ete, indicates that they needed to revise these structures more
thoroughly.

Examples of good manipulation of language include:

"Exovpe kowvd evolapépovta av Kot S1@®VOVLE KATOLES POPES

[Mailw metd6cQapa

H pntépa pov givar dnpoclog vraiiniog

Otav o1 pidot pov épyovtal 6To omitt GEROVTOL TOVS YOVEILG

Eipon povayoxopn kot ayand tv povaSid Lov

Mov apécet 0 cuUVOVACUOS YPOUATOV TOL dMUATION LoV

OéLm va oTovddom Aoyobepameia

H xvpia elvar vmopovetikn, @Ak kadnyntpia kot yvopilel ToAd KoaAd To pddnud g
O matépag pov gival €36, vyYNAOPaduo oTédeyog oe PeYAAT, ToALEBVIKT eTanpeEiaL.

Written Examination

Section | — Listening and Responding

In better responses, candidates demonstrated a thorough understanding of the spoken texts

and deduced meaning from both the content-related questions and the evaluative questions.
These candidates also provided textual evidence to support their answers, either in the form of
specific words or phrases, or through references from the text. This was evident in Questions
5 and 6, where candidates were required to support their responses by providing contextual
references. Similarly, in better responses to Questions 7 and 8, candidates identified and
discussed techniques employed by the speakers as well as content.

In weaker responses, candidates generally translated parts of the text without demonstrating
the ability to interpret and evaluate information. In Question 2, candidates needed to identify
the location of the weather report, but many could not translate votioavatoAiky] Avcetpaiio.
In Question 4, candidates did not compare the television viewing habits of children, but
simply listed what they heard.

Candidates are advised to listen to the texts carefully and identify the words correctly in order
for their response to address the requirements of the question.

Section Il - Reading and Responding

Part A

Question 9

Overall, candidates responded very well to this question. In weaker responses to part (a),
candidates did not state that Matina stayed at her cousin’s house.

Parts (b) and (c) were answered well by the candidates.



In weaker responses to part (d), candidates did not address the change in Matina’s attitude
towards her stay in Australia. Most candidates focused on Matina’s positive experience in
Australia.

Question 10

In the best responses, candidates understood the passage and responded well to both content

related and evaluative questions. These responses demonstrated a good understanding of part
(a) and (b).

Weaker responses did not identify the “news” about Eleni in the passage.
In part (¢), the weaker responses did not justify their responses with examples from the text.

In part (d), the weaker responses found it challenging to show how, through the use of
language and content, Athena was able to elicit the grandmother’s response.

Part B

Question 11

In the best responses, candidates expressed their own opinion on the topic by incorporating
their own personal experiences. They also addressed the main points set out in the stimulus
material: How much are eating habits of adults a product of their childhood experiences?
How does the above issue affect them? reference to an alternative experience of a friend,
views/opinions on the issue and their own experiences. These responses demonstrated an
excellent understanding of the whole text as well as the ability to manipulate Greek language
authentically and creatively to meet the requirements of the task.

In weaker responses, candidates mainly addressed the issues as expressed in the title without
focusing on the main requirement of the task, which was to express an opinion regarding the
degree to which our eating habits as adults are a product of our childhood experiences. They
demonstrated some degree of knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and sentence
structures, which were predominantly simple. Some of the language weaknesses included:

e alack of agreement between the article, noun and adjective, eg n yovelig, ta modio ot

Baputepog

sentence structures, €g OAO TOV KOGLLO YLVOUV 0pPOGTO

inability to use cases appropriately

impersonal verbs, eg TPEMELG VA TG, TPETETE VO POLLE, TPETOVLE VO, EWLAOT

tenses (in particular continuous past tense), €g Lo TPOGPOPEGAV YOPL, 0LV T, EQAYO. OAL

Oa Toyvva

e confusion between some consonants of the Greek alphabet, eg yepovpe, TpuopovyLe,
ocupbove, vepnBovn, SV YEPO, APSTIPT

e anglicism, eg swvot cav va potog va Balelg Papog

e incorrect use of dictionary, eg €y® €01 S10GTACT) OMOEKA, 1) dtoTalN TPEMEL v’ aALaEEL O
KOVOVOG

e verb endings, eg gyati, vo TP, EKTILOLLOL

e inability to use the passive voice correctly eg va LOpac® TG OEKEG LLOV EUTEIPIES,
ypellel va el KoAn Sotpoen), To cmpa ypetalel Qai.



Section Il — Writing in Modern Greek

Question 12

In better responses, candidates wrote effectively and appropriately in relation to the audience,
purpose and context of the task. These candidates manipulated Greek vocabulary, language
structures and features authentically and creatively relevant to the task.

In weaker responses, candidates demonstrated some awareness of the audience, purpose and
context of the task. They did not manipulate language in a sophisticated manner and used
simple language structures and vocabulary. These responses were characterised by
grammatical and syntactical errors. The majority of responses demonstrated the use of
appropriate register.

Some common errors were:

e alack of agreement between the article and the noun and the adjective and the noun, eg 1
BaAtoeg, moiv ayamn, otV [lapoc mov var Tovepopen LEPOS

inability to use cases appropriately, eg pe n yoveig pov

sentence structures, €g TG LEPOS HLOG

tenses, eg dgv 0OV €Y® WANG®, yoAapobrnia

confusion between some consonants of the Greek alphabet, eg eneibeig, prievada
impersonal verbs, eg mpemovpe

Anglicisms, eg ypayTe pe TGO

incorrect use of dictionary, eg 0o pepm Beppactpa yio va dm

inability to use the past tense correctly, eg yio pa Bdopado KOALUTN GO, EQOYO...
verb endings, eg €lo¢

a lack of distinction between the article # and the conjunction n egoi va nw.

Question 13 (a) and (b)

In better responses, candidates wrote effectively and appropriately for the audience, purpose
and context of the task. These candidates manipulated Greek language structures creatively
and authentically, and sequenced and structured ideas and information effectively and
coherently. Furthermore, there was evidence of the ability to reflect and express feelings
using more sophisticated vocabulary with some colloquialisms, eg éAeog! I1pog Bov!

In weaker responses, candidates understood the requirement of the task and demonstrated
some knowledge of vocabulary and sentence structures. These candidates; however, found it
difficult to reflect on their feelings due to inadequate knowledge of appropriate language
structures and vocabulary. There was also evidence of poor dictionary use, such as dev Oa
€xerg Kappia toyn instead of o€ Ba o petavidoetg or | Lon eitvar kokAopopnuévn instead of
n Lo givatl moAvdacyoin.

Candidates are asked to note the following issues:

e appropriate register for a letter opening, eg Ayamnti wov Mopio rather than Ayamnté pov
Mopia

e agreement between the article, adjective and noun, eg 5 kovrive yoitoveg instead of o1
KOVTIVOI YEITOVES

e verb endings and noun endings, eg pdyo instead of poyw, o kivyta instead of 7o x1vyTo

e double consonants such as y and &, egavaroa instead of avaya, kovia instead of {ola

e the distinction between present and active voice verbs, eg de ypeialo instead of de
XPEIOLOUODVOL



e Anglicisms, eg &yw épOw miow o'éva koupat, ™ ppeila
e the distinction between the adjective (moldg, moily, mold) and adverb moid eg ue moiv
ayann instead of ue moAln aybm.

Modern Greek Extension

Oral Examination

In the best responses, candidates presented and developed a logical and well-structured
argument within the time allocation. They communicated relevant ideas and information
using sophisticated vocabulary with a high level of grammatical accuracy.

In mid-range responses, candidates presented and developed a logical argument and
communicated their ideas and information with some degree of fluency and grammatical
accuracy.

In weaker responses, candidates attempted to present an argument. They communicated their
ideas and information in comprehensible language. These responses, however, contained
repetitions, many grammatical inaccuracies, simple vocabulary and language structures, and
numerous anglicisms.

Question 1

In better responses, candidates discussed the idea of parents having the final say regarding
their children’s choices, eg:

e o1 yoveic dev umopovv va etvar Beatéc, Tpémetl Kot opeilovv va cupBoviehovy 1o Tondl
TOVG Kol va ekQpalovv elevbepa TN YVOUN TOVG 6 aLTO.

e  Mmopolpe va pdbovpe amod ta Adn Tov.

Question 2

In better responses, candidates presented a logical argument about the reasons that young
people in Australia should be optimistic and made comparisons with other countries.

Weaker responses were characterised by repetitions, frequent pauses, incomplete sentences
and limited vocabulary.

Candidates are reminded that they must make maximum use of the preparatory time allocated
to develop a well-structured argument with relevant information and examples.

Written Examination

Section | — Response to Prescribed Text

Part A

Question 1
Overall, candidates demonstrated a good understanding of the film.

(a) In better responses, candidates demonstrated a good understanding of the grandfather’s
quote, with reference to scene 1.
In weaker responses, candidates demonstrated a basic understanding of the grandfather’s
quote and did not elaborate.



(b) In better responses, candidates demonstrated a good understanding of Fanis as depicted
in these two scenes. They understood the important role that the grandfather played in
developing his identity.

(c) In better responses, candidates demonstrated understanding of the effect that the use of
both Greek and Turkish in these two scenes had on the lives of Fanis and his family.

In weaker responses, candidates did not make reference to both of the scenes.

(d) In better responses, candidates referred to a variety of film techniques, such as panning
shots, panoramic shots, music and close-up shots, and related them back to the issue of
culture and tradition.

(e) In better responses, candidates demonstrated perceptive understanding of how the issue
of gender roles is presented in both of the scenes. Examples that students referred to
included:

e Scene 1 — Dorothea’s need to please the potential groom through her culinary skills,
(a norm of the time)

e Scene 2 — Sultana’s submissive role in the household.

In weaker responses, candidates demonstrated some understanding of the issue, but did

not engage in a detailed analysis of the two scenes presented to them.

Part B

Question 2

In the best responses, candidates demonstrated a perceptive and sensitive understanding of the
prescribed text using well-chosen references from the film. They identified with the character
of Fanis and rewrote the script for the scene at the train station, persuading Saime to change
her mind and stay with Fanis. They were creative and original in their responses. They also
organised information and ideas well, manipulated language authentically and used
sophisticated vocabulary.

In weaker responses, candidates recounted some details or provided some relevant
information from the extract without making reference to the film as a whole. These
responses were characterised by a satisfactory control, but a lack of creativity, in the use of
vocabulary and sentence structures.

Candidates are reminded that, in order to demonstrate a perceptive understanding of the
prescribed text in this particular question, they will need to display knowledge of the issues
explored in the film and provide detailed references, either directly or indirectly, to support
their argument.

Section Il — Writing in Modern Greek

Questions 3 and 4

In better responses, candidates developed and presented a sophisticated and coherent
argument expressing their point of view and supporting it with relevant examples. They wrote
effectively and perceptively for a specific audience, context and purpose. Their responses
were characterised by depth and breadth in the way they treated their ideas. Candidates
demonstrated a high level of grammatical accuracy, fluency and sophistication of vocabulary
and sentence structures (£101KQ 6€ piol TOATOATIOTIKT KOwmVvio/ ydpo OTmG avTh TG
Avotpaiiog, eivot TOAD OMNUOVTIKO VL aVEXOLOGTE TIG OLAPOPES LETOED SoPOPOV AadV Kot
Opnokevpdtwv).



In weaker responses, candidates showed an understanding of the requirement of the task and
attempted to develop a coherent argument. They addressed the topic with only some relevant
information, including repetitions, supporting their responses with examples, some of which
were irrelevant to the topic. These responses also reflected poor dictionary skills and
difficulty in manipulating language structures accurately and creatively. Some examples of
common errors included:

e lack of agreement between the article, adjective and noun, eg £yovpe v 1010 6KdmOL,
instead of &yovpe Tov 110 oKOTO

e use of the genitive case, eg g dtapopetikdtng instead of ¢ dapopetikdTTag, T
yvoun amd kdmowov instead of ™ yvoun kdmolov

e impersonal verbs, eg Epeig n dvBpwnn npénovpe va ayoamdpe tov kabéva avOpwomo
instead of epeig o1 dvBpwmor mpémetl va ayamdpe tov ke avOpwmo

e incorrect use of verb tenses, eg va dtupopilopacte ( va dtapépovpe), ewvdet ( elvat), va
coéfouv (céfovtar) Tn YVOUN TOVG, TOLG AVEXOVV (aVEXOVTAL), LTOPOVUOACTE (UTOPOVLLE),
TOAEUOLOCTE(TOAELALLE).
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