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H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E

E X A M I N AT I O N

Classical Hebrew Extension

General Instructions

• Reading time – 10 minutes

• Working time – 1 hour and
50 minutes

• Write using black or blue pen
Black pen is preferred

• Your attention is drawn to the
fact that the Divine Name is spelt
in full in Biblical texts contained
in this examination paper. If this
is a matter of conscience for you,
you should not discard the paper

Total marks – 50

Pages 2–5

30 marks

This section has two parts, Part A and Part B

• Allow about 1 hour and 5 minutes for this section

Part A – 20 marks

• Attempt Questions 1–2

Part B – 10 marks

• Attempt Question 3

Pages 6–8

20 marks

• Attempt Questions 4–6

• Allow about 45 minutes for this section

Section I

Section II



Section I — Prescribed Text
30 marks
Allow about 1 hour and 5 minutes for this section

Part A – 20 marks
Attempt Questions 1–2

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Use the extracts and your knowledge of the texts and prescribed commentaries in your answers.

Question 1 (11 marks)

(a) Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Jeremiah 44:13–19

             (i) Account for the use of the word yKià in verse 14.                                      

            (ii) μJyIm'V;˝h' tk,l≤¢m]˝li (verse 17). To whom does this refer?                                

           (iii) What was the people’s justification for not listening to Jeremiah
(verses 16–18)?

Question 1 continues on page 3

br<j≤à˝B' μIl…-v;Wrîy“Al[' yTid“qæ`P; rv≤àa}˝K' μyIr"+x]mi ≈r<a≤¢˝B] μ~ybiv]/Yî˝h' l[æ¶ yTi%d“q'p;˝W
.rb,D:ê˝b'˝W b[…`r:˝B;

μyIr:–x]mi ≈r<a≤¢˝B] μv…`ArWgî˝l; μyaiàB;˝h' hd:+Why“ tyrI∞aev]˝li d~yrIc;˝w“ fyli¶P; hy<@h]yI aløŸ˝w“
μv;+ tb,v≤¢˝l; b~Wv̋l; μ~˝v;p]n"Ata, μyai¶C]n"m] hM;he⁄Arv,a} hd:%Why“ ≈r<a≤¢ { bWv∞˝l;˝w“

.μyfiâleP]Aμai yKià WbWv¡y:Aaløê yKià
μyhi¢løa˝le μ~h,˝yven“ t/rªF]q'm]AyKiâ μ~y[id“YOî˝h' μyvi¶n:a}˝h;AlK; Why:fim]r“yIAta≤â Wn§[}Y"˝w"

μyIr"¡x]miA≈r<a≤â˝B] μybiàv]YO˝h' μ[…ö˝h;Alk;˝w“ l/d=G: lh…¢q; t/d™m][o˝h; μyviàN:˝h'Alk;˝w“ μyrI+jea}
.rmoêa˝le s/rìt]p'˝B]

.Ú̋yl≤âae μy[i`m]vo WN̋n<èyae hw:–hy“ μv´¢˝B] Wn̋yl´`ae T;r“BæàDIArv,a} rb…öD:˝h'
μJyIm'V;˝h' tk,l≤¢m]˝li rFe|q'˝l] Wn̋yPi%˝mi ax…¢y:Arv,a} { rb…¢D:˝h'AlK;Ata≤â hc,⁄[}n" hcøŸ[; yKi*

yrE∞[;˝B] Wn̋yrE+c;˝w“ Wn̋yk´¢l;m] WŸn̋yte~boa}˝w" Wnj]n"•a} Wnyci⁄[; rv,Ÿa}˝K' μ#ykis;n“ H˝l…¢AËyS´âh'˝w“
.Wn̋yaiâr: aløè h[…`r:˝w“ μybi+/f hy<∞h]NIê˝w" μ~j,l,~A[Bæâc]NIê˝w" μIl…-v;Wry“ t/x¡ju˝b]˝W hd:+Why“

br<j≤à˝b'˝W lko– Wnr“sæ¢j; μyki`s;n“ H˝l…àAËS´âh'˝w“ μyImæöV;˝h' tk,l≤ám]˝li rFeŸq'˝l] Wnl]d"⁄j; za;^Aˆmi˝W
.Wnm]T…â b[…`r:˝b;˝W

Wn̋yve%n:a} ydE∞[}l]B'˝miâ˝h} μyki-s;n“ H˝l…` ËŚàh'˝l]˝W μyIm'+V;˝h' tk,l≤¢m]˝li μ~yrIF]q'm] Wnj]n"•a}Aykiâ˝w“
.μykiâs;n“ H˝l…` ËS´àh'˝w“ hb;+xi[}hæ¢˝l] μ~ynIW:K' H˝l…¶ WnyciŸ[;
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Question 1 (continued)

(b) Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

Jeremiah 46:1–5

Compare the different views of war presented in this extract.

(c) Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

Jeremiah 46:13–17

Describe the literary, linguistic and historical features found in this extract that
are characteristic of Jeremiah’s prophesies.

End of Question 1
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.μyIê/G̋h'Al[' aybi`N:˝h' Why:èm]r“yIAla, hw:ühy“Arb'd“ hy:éh; rv,Ÿa}
tr:¡P]Arh'n“Al[' hy:èh;Arv,a} μyIr"+x]mi Ël,m≤¢ /Ÿkn“ h[o•r“P' lyjeŸAl[' μyIr"%x]mi˝l]

ty[i+ybir“˝h…â t~n"v]˝Bi lb,+B; Ël,m≤¢ r~X'ar<d“k'Wbên“ hK;%hi rv≤¢a} vmi-K]r“k'˝B]
.hd:êWhy“ Ël,m≤à WhY:¡viayoAˆB, μyqèIy:/hy̋li

.hm…âj;l]Mi˝l' Wv¡g“˝W hN:±xi˝w“ Ÿ̂gEm; Wk•r“[i
μyji+m;r“˝h…â WŸqr“mi μy[i-b;/kè˝B] Wb¡X]y"t]hiâ˝w“ μyvi+r:P…¢˝h' WŸl[}˝w"ê μysi%WS˝h' Wr§s]ai

.tnOîyOr“Si˝h' Wv¡b]li
alø∞˝w“ Wsn:¡ s/nìm;˝W WTK'+yU μh≤¢˝yrE/BgI˝w“ r#/ja; μygI∞son“ μJyTij' hM;h´¢ ytiyai%r: ["WD§m'

.hw:êhy“Aμaun“ bybi`S;˝mi r/gìm; Wn=p]hi
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Ël,m≤¢ r~X'ar<d“k'Wbên“ a/b%˝l; aybi-N:˝h' Why:¡m]r“yIAla≤â hw:±hy“ rB≤¢DI rv≤¢a} r~b;D:˝h'
.μyIr:êx]mi ≈r<a≤àAta, t/K¡h'˝l] lb,+B;

Wr%m]ai sj´-n“P'j]t'˝b]˝W πnO™˝b] W[ymiàv]h'˝w“ l/D+g“mi˝b] W[ymi¢v]h'˝w“ μ~yIr"~x]mi˝b] WdyGI•h'
.Ú̋yb≤âybis] br<j≤` hl…àk]a;AyKiâ Ë˝l;+ ˆk´¢h;˝w“ b~Xey"t]hi

./̋pêd:h} hw:¡hy“ yKià dm'+[; alø∞ Ú˝yr<–yBia' πjæ¢s]nI ["WD™m'
Wn̋Me%['Ala, hb;v¨¢n:˝w“ { hm;Wq∞ WŸrm]aYoî˝w" Wh˝[e%rEAla, vyai¢ lp'|n:AμG" lv´-/K hB…`r“hi

.hn:ê/Y̋h' br<j≤à ynE¡P]˝mi Wn̋Te+d“l'/mê ≈~r<a,~Ala,˝w“
.d[´â/M˝h' rybi`[‘h, ˆ/a+v; μ~yIr"~x]miAËl,m≤â h[o•r“P' μv…- Wa¡r“q;
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Question 2 (9 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Rosh Hashanah 32a

(a) Compare and contrast the opinion of Rabbi Yochanan ben Nuri with that of
Rabbi Akiva in the extract provided.

(b) vd<qø ar:q]mi h[;WrT] ˆ/rk]zI ˆ/tB;v'
Explain the different ways in which these words are interpreted by the rabbis.

(c) To what does Rabbi Yose bar Yehudah refer when he says, ËyrIx; /nyae?
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Section I (continued)

Part B – 10 marks
Attempt Question 3

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:

■ demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the prescribed text(s) relevant to the
question

■ communicate ideas and information using relevant examples 

■ present a logical and cohesive response

Question 3 (10 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

Rosh Hashanah 30b–31a

Analyse the purpose, methodology and language of talmudic debate. In your answer,
refer to the extract provided and the text as a whole.
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Section II — Non-prescribed Text

20 marks
Attempt Questions 4–6
Allow about 45 minutes for this section

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Question 4 (7 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Psalm 24:1–6

Glossary:

(a) Explain how the opening verse of Psalm 24,

is a complete sentence, despite the fact that there is no verb among the eight
Hebrew words.

(b) How does the psalmist justify his opening statement,
?

(c) According to the extract, what are the characteristics of a person who would be
allowed to ascend the mountain of the Lord and stand in God’s holy place?

.H˝b…â ybev]yO§˝w“ lbe%Te¤ H˝a…-/lm]˝W ≈r<a…¢˝h; hw:hy̋læâ r/mèz“mi& dwIfid:˝l]
.h…˝n<ên“/ky“ t/r%h;n“¤Al['˝w“ H˝d:–s;y“ μyMi¢y"Al[' aWh¡AyKi

./̋vêd“q; μ/qèm]˝Bi μWqy:¤Aymi˝W hw:–hy“Arh'˝b] hl≤à[}y"Aymiâ
.hm…âr“mi˝l] [Bæ¢v]nI alø¡˝w“ y̋vi-p]n" aw“V…¢˝l' ac…¢n:Aalø { rv≤¶a} bb…àle&Arb'˝Wô μyIP'%k' yqèIn“

./̋[êv]yI yh´àløa‘˝me hq;%d:x]˝W¤ hw:–hy“ ta´¢˝me hk;r:b]£ aC…¢yI
.hl;s≤â bqo∞[}y" Ú˝yn<¡p; yveŸq]b'm] ?w̋yv…-r“Do¿ /̋vr“Do r/D§ hz<£
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.H˝b…â ybev]yO§˝w“ lbe%Te¤ H˝a…-/lm]˝W ≈r<a…¢˝h; hw:hy̋læâ r/mèz“mi& dwIfid:˝l]

H˝b…â ybev]yO§˝w“ lbe%Te¤ H˝a…-/lm]˝W ≈r<a…¢˝h; hw:hy̋læâ

rwmzm song

lbt world

˝dsy to establish

rb pure

hmr to deceive

3

– 6 –



Question 5 (7 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Psalm 135:5–14

Glossary:

(a) Parse the following words, giving root, binyan and tense/aspect.

             (i) ˆydI∞y: (verse 14)                                                                                            

            (ii) μj…ân<t]yI (verse 14)                                                                                         

(b) How does the psalmist present the view that God is great and above all gods?

Please turn over
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.μyhiâløa‘AlK;˝mi Wn̋ynEfidoa}˝w"¤ hw:–hy“ l/d§g:AyKi yTi[]d"y:£ ynI∞a} yKi¶
.t/mê/hT]Alk;˝w“ μyMi%Y"˝B'¤ ≈r<a…-˝b;˝W μyImæàV;˝B' hc…à[;& hw:fihy“ ≈p´àj;Arv,a} lKo•

.w̋yt…â/rx]/aê˝me j"Wr¤Aaxe/mê hc…-[; rf…¢M;˝l' μyq∞Ir:B] ≈r<a…à˝h;& hx´äq]˝mi μJyaicin“ hl≤¢[}mæ
.hm…âheB]Ad[' μd:%a;˝me¤ μyIr:–x]mi yrE∞/kB] hK;hi˝v≤â

.w̋yd:êb;[}Alk;˝b]˝W h[o%r“p'˝B]¤ μyIr:–x]mi yki˝k´¢/t˝B] μytip]mo˝W£ t/t∞ao { jlæ¶v;
.μymiâWx[} μykiàl;m] gr"%h;˝w“¤ μyBi-r" μyI∞/G hK;hi˝v≤â

.ˆ['n:êK] t/kèl]m]m' lko%˝l]˝W¤ ˆv…-B;˝h' Ël,m≤¢ g/[˝l]˝W™ yrI%moa‘˝h; Ël,m≤¶ { ˆ/j•ysi˝l]
./̋Mê[' la´àr:c]yI˝l] hl;%j}n"¤ hl…-j}n" μ˝x…¢r“a' ˆtæ¢n:˝w“

.rdoî˝w:Ardo˝l] Úà˝r“k]zI hw:fihy“¤ μl…-/[˝l] Ú¢˝m]vi hw:hy“£
.μj…ân<t]yI w̋yd:%b;[}¤Al['˝w“ /̋M–[' hw:∞hy“ ˆydI∞y:AyKiâ
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μwht deep

qrb lightning

˝rxwa treasury

tpwm wonder
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Question 6 (6 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract, then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

Psalm 20:2–10

Glossary:

‘Psalms are prayers written in Hebrew poetry, characterised by parallelism,
conciseness (terseness) and imagery.’

To what extent is this statement true of the extract provided?

End of paper

.bqoê[}y" yhe$løa‘ { µv´¶ Ú%˝b]G<c'y“¤ hr:–x; µ/y§˝B] hw:hy“£ Ú¢˝n“['y"ê
.;˝d<ê[;s]yI ˆ/YfiXi˝mi˝W¤ vd<Qo–˝mi Úà˝r“z“[,Ajlæâv]yI

.hl;s≤â hn<∞V]d"y“ Ú`˝t]l;/[̋w“ Ú˝t≤-jon“miAlK; rKoèz“yI
.aĹâm'y“ Úà˝t]x;[}Alk;˝w“ê Ú˝b≤-b;l]˝ki Úà˝l]AˆT,yIê

.Ú˝yt≤â/la}v]miAlK; hw:fihy“¤ aL´àm'y“ lGO=d“nI Wn̋yh́àløa‘Aµv́â˝b]˝W Ú̋t,%[;Wv•y̋BiÔ { hn:•N“r"n“
./̋nîymiy“ [v'yE∞ t/r%bug“˝Bi¤ /̋v–d“q; yḿ¢V]˝mi Wh̋nE[}y"£ /̋jèyvi&m] hw:fihy“ { [æyvià/h yKi¶ yTi[]d"%y: hT…¶["

.ryKiâz“n" Wn̋yh´¢løa‘ hw:¡hy“Aµve˝B] { Wnj]n"”a}˝w" µysi-WS̋b' hL,a´¢˝w“ bk,r<˝b;£ hL,a´¢
.dd:ê/[t]NI˝w" Wnm]Q'% Wnj]n"èa}˝w" Wlp…-n:˝w“ W[∞r“K; hM;h£e
.Wn̋a´âr“q;Aµ/y̋b] Wn̋nEè[}y" Ël,M,%˝h'¤ h[;yvi-/h hw:èhy“
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bgç to be high

d[s to support

ˆnr to rejoice

lgd to unfurl flags

[rk to kneel down

ddw[ to stand upright

6

– 8 –
© Board of Studies NSW 2012

Acknowledgement: Reproduced with kind permission of Dr Thomas L Constable.


	Classical Hebrew Extension
	Section I — Prescribed Text
	Section II — Non-prescribed Text



