Legal Studies

RoSA Work Sample

Lou

Year 11 Legal Studies student work sample - Grade D

Question: How significant are the legal and non-legal responses to mitigating disadvantage of a
specific group in Australia?
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A general overview
defining Indigenous
disadvantage
demonstrates a limited
knowledge of the selected
group. Historical context
including the census are
valid for the explanation.
Specificity and accuracy of
dates are required

The legal example of Mabo
and the Native Title Act is
highly relevant. The details
provide a general
summary. More explicit
links to how this mitigates
disadvantage would
strengthen the response

The 1973-74 Aboriginal
Land Rights Commission is
an example of a response
to ATSI disadvantage.
Discussion of the
Commission’s role is
simple and descriptive
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Basic knowledge and
understanding are
demonstrated with the
selection of Circle
Sentencing as a valid
example of a legal
response to Indigenous
disadvantage

The Apology as the non-
legal response selected
demonstrates critical
thinking linking this to the
disadvantage of the
stolen generation

Lou demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding in the appropriate selection of legal and non-legal
responses to Indigenous disadvantage. Conceptual understanding that draws links to pertinent issues (for
example, possession, terra nullius, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander justice, self-determination and protection
of traditions, customs and tribal lore, etc) needed to be addressed specifically to enhance the explanation of the
role of legal and non-legal agents. Examples were relevant and demonstrated some research. Communication
was mostly descriptive, and accurate detail was provided inconsistently destabilising the nature of the
explanation. Written expression required a more deliberate structure and organisation.

Lou’s response demonstrates characteristics of work typically produced by a student performing at a grade D



