Studying for the NSW
Higher School Certificate

The HSC - your VIP pass to a
range of opportunities after high
school from tertiary study at home
or abroad, to an apprenticeship, a
course at TAFE or the workforce

BOARD OF STUDIES
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he Higher School

Certificate (HSC)
is the culmination of
your school career
and the highest
educationalaward
you can achieve at
secondary school in
New South Wales.

Your HSC is your VIP
pass to a range of
opportunities after
high school.

This guide provides
information and
advice for choosing
your HSC path,
including selecting
the HSC courses that
are right for you.

Studying the HSC begins with
the Preliminary year, usually
studied in Year 11, after you
have completed your Year 10
School Certificate.

The HSC will involve completing
school-based assessment tasks
throughout the HSC year and
also sitting the HSC exams with
the rest of the state. The results
of your school-based
assessments and HSC exams
will contribute equally to your
final HSC mark.

To be eligible for your HSC, you
need to:

+ be enrolled at a NSW
government school, or
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a registered and accredited
non-government school, or a
TAFE NSW institute.

+ study the right number and
type of Preliminary and HSC
courses (see Choosing your
courses)

- satisfactorily complete the
requirements of those courses,
including any practical or
project work, or work
placement

« complete assessment tasks
set by your school for each
course

« sit for the required HSC exams
with the rest of the state

Choosing your courses

Your aim is to get the best HSC result
you can. So, you should choose
courses that you are good at,
interested in and may use in the future.

When considering which courses to
study, explore the content of a course.
For example, what are the course
outcomes? Will you be required to
submit a major work or perform as part
of your exams? Talk with your teachers
about your strengths and weaknesses,
as well as individual course
requirements, before making your
selections.

To achieve your HSC you must
complete a minimum of:

12 Preliminary units (usually studied
in Year 11)

10 HSC units (usually studied in
Year 12)

In both Year 11 and Year 12 your
course selection must include at least
six units of Board Developed Courses,
two of which must be English; three

courses of two units or greater; and
four subjects.

Most courses are worth 2 units,
although some, including HSC
Extension courses, are worth 1 unit.
You must satisfactorily complete a
Preliminary course before you can
continue studying that course for
your HSC.

No school can offer every HSC course
to its students, so be prepared to
make some compromises. Talk to your
Year Adviser or Careers Adviser about
the courses available at your school
and individual course requirements
such as prerequisites and eligibility
rules. Also, make sure you ask for
information about any prerequisites for
your future study or work plans. You
will also find the syllabuses for all HSC
courses on the Board’s website.

If you want an Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR), check that
you are studying at least 10 units of
eligible Board Developed Courses.
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Board Developed
Courses

These are the large number of courses
set and examined by the Board of
Studies which also contribute to the
calculation of the ATAR.

Board Endorsed
Courses

These courses are developed by
schools, TAFE and universities. They
count towards your HSC but do not
have an HSC examination and do not
contribute towards the calculation of
your ATAR.

Special Education -
Life Skills

If you have special education needs
you can earn your HSC by studying
Life Skills courses. There are specific
entry requirements for the Life Skills
courses and you still need to meet the
general eligibility and study patterns
to gain your HSC.

You will need to talk with your Year
Adviser or Careers Adviser to find out
whether these courses are suitable for
you. Life Skills courses do not count
towards the Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR).

Vocational Education
and Training (VET)

VET courses can be studied either at
school or through TAFE NSW and
other training providers. You'll need to
check with your school about which
courses are available and the
requirements of the different courses.
For example, some VET courses
involve a minimum number of hours in
the workplace.

VET courses contribute towards your
HSC and Australian Qualifications
Framework (AQF) VET credentials,
recognised by industry and employers
throughout Australia. Some of the
Board Developed VET courses have
an optional HSC exam, so if you
choose to sit the exam your results
can also count towards your ATAR.

Satisfactory
completion

You must satisfactorily complete HSC
course requirements. If you are not
meeting requirements your principal
will give you written warnings and the
opportunity to correct any problems.

HSC pathways



Starting your HSC studies

Once you have chosen your HSC
courses, you will begin studying your
Preliminary year of the HSC (usually
Year 11).

As part of HSC study, you will start to
complete assessment tasks and to
help you with this is the HSC All My
Own Work program. This program
helps you understand your rights and
responsibilities in the HSC and ethical
scholarship issues such as plagiarism
and copyright. It prepares you for
senior study, where you will do more
independent learning and your
teachers will expect more of your
research. Your school will organise a
time for you to complete it by the end
of Term 1.

You will be awarded a Record of
Achievement at the end of your
Preliminary year listing all the courses
you have satisfactorily completed.
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If you are unsure about
anything you have read in
this guide ask a teacher,
your Year Adviser or your
Careers Advisor for help.

Visit the Board of Studies
website for a range of
helpful resources and
more information about
studying for the Higher
School Certificate.

Study for your HSC year will begin in
Term 4 for most students, meaning
you officially start Year 12 around
October. You will be required to read
the Rules and Procedures for the
Higher School Certificate before
starting your HSC year. Your school
will give you a copy, and it is also on
the Board’s website.

NSW Students Online

How the HSC
works

Visit Students Online NSW
(studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au) for a
step-by-step guide to how the HSC
works — from getting started,
completing assessments, sitting exams
and understanding your HSC results.
You will also find handy study tips and
tools and answers to frequently asked
questions about the HSC.

N

BOARD OF STEDIES

| Wome | “About | My Details " TheWSG ! Tign and Tools || News || Search |

——

Welcome to Students Online

Students Oniing Is your source far Information about your Highar Schoal
Certificate,

Log in with your
Latest News i

[ 1 ot e
Oificial Notice: New Answer
Booklets in HSC Scienca:

examinations from 2011 Your personal account

and HSC FIN fo check your

NSW Yaar 12 students: login
maw far your paesanal HSG
delails and resources.

Student
Number:

HSC PIN:

BOS 1911 Who needs 10 read cn
this nefice: SCHSC =
co-orcinatons Head Teachers Log in ta My Detals w7 Forgat your
(Sdlanca) .. © Sen your wxam timatabls HECPIN? Yourssoudly. |
& Cneck you are anvolled in ihe comed couses
In other news: © Chock your delails updates
D Young Writers Showtase hot andl 10 halp If you Icae your HSC PIN
of the prass - Submit your register o moaive your resuls.
D Arswets i FAGS on Design by SMS in Dacember
and Tochnulogy and Indusirial © Change your HEC PIN 19 srothar number I you prafier

Tuchnology tollos
& Studants undertsking English

boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au \Z






