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2001 Higher School Certificate Specimen Examination Paper

Arabic Extension

Introduction

This booklet contains the specimen examination paper for the 2001 Higher School
Certificate examination in Arabic Extension. A mapping grid is also included, showing
how each question in the examination relates to the syllabus outcomes and content, and
to the performance bands.

The specimen paper shows the format of the New HSC examination. It has been printed
on A4 paper and side-stapled to make it convenient for use in schools. Actual
examination papers will be produced as A4 booklets. All New HSC papers will be
printed on white paper.

The 2001 HSC specimen papers have been produced in accordance with the Board’s
Principles for Setting HSC Examinations in a Standards-Referenced Framework,
published in Board Bulletin Volume 8 Number 9 (Nov/Dec 99). Questions are closely
related to the outcomes of the course, and the paper as a whole is structured to allow for
appropriate differentiation of student performance at all levels on the performance scale.

The papers have been designed so that students have a clear understanding of what they
are required to do in each question and in working through the paper. Instructions have
been standardised, and the demands of the questions have been made explicit. Key
words in questions, such as ‘discuss’, ‘analyse’, and ‘explain’, have been used
consistently in accordance with the glossary published in the Board’s Assessment
Support Document.

This specimen paper is an example of the type of examination that could be prepared
within the examination specifications in the Arabic Extension syllabus. Examinations
will be based on the syllabus, and will test a representative sample of syllabus
outcomes. Therefore, the range and balance of outcomes tested in HSC examinations in
2001 and subsequent years may differ from those addressed in the specimen paper.

The mapping grid is an important feature of the development of the examination. It aids
in ensuring that the examination as a whole samples a range of content and outcomes,
and allows all students the opportunity to demonstrate their level of achievement.
Where courses have components in the examination other than written papers, the grid
indicates the wider range of outcomes that are assessed by including these other
components.

There are a number of points to note in considering the Arabic Extension specimen

paper:

e A rubric indicating general criteria for judging performance has been placed at the
beginning of each section or part of the paper to clearly indicate the factors that will
be used to assess responses to the question(s).

e The number and type of questions in Section I, Part A may vary each year within the
range determined by the syllabus.

e The prescribed texts and issues for the specimen paper are those prescribed for the
2001 HSC examination.
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Arabic Extension
HSC Specimen Examination Mapping Grid

For each item in the examination, the grid shows the marks allocated, the syllabus content and syllabus
outcomes it relates to, and the bands on the performance scale it is targeting. The range of bands shown
indicates the performance candidates may be able to demonstrate in their responses. That is, if an item is
shown as targeting Bands E2 — E3, it indicates that candidates who demonstrate performance equivalent to
the Band E2 descriptions should be able to score some marks on the item, while those who perform at Band
E3 or above could reasonably be expected to gain high marks. In the case of one-mark items, candidates
who demonstrate performance at or above the bands shown generally could be expected to answer the item

correctly.
Question | Marks Content Syllabus Targeted
(Prescribed Issue / Prescribed Text — Text type) outcomes | performance
bands
Oral Examination
1 5 The Arab individual’s perception of East and West — | H1.1, H1.2 E2 -E4
monologue
2 5 The Arab individual, and the state and society — H1.1, H1.2 E2 - E4
monologue
3 5 Gender issues — monologue H1.1, H1.2 E2 — E4
Written Examination
1(a) 2 Raki and His Mother H2.1 E2-E3
1(b) 3 Raki and His Mother H2.2 E2-E3
1(c) 4 Raki and His Mother H2.3 E2 -E4
1(d) 6 Raki and His Mother H2.3 E2 -E4
2 10 The Crippled Boy — letter H2.1 E2 -E4
3 15 The Arab individual, and the state and society — H1.1, H1.2 E2 -E4
short essay
4 15 The Arab individual, and the state and society — H1.1, H1.2 E2 - E4

script of a talk
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HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
SPECIMEN EXAMINATION

Arabic Extension
Oral Examination

General Instructions Total marks (10)

* Preparation time — 10 minutes * Attempt TWO questions from
Questions 1 — 3

* The oral examination should take
approximately 5 minutes

* Dictionaries may not be used

* You may make brief notes in the
space provided on the paper

* You may refer to these notes during
the examination but must not read

directly from them




Total marks (10)
Attempt TWO questions from Questions 1 — 3

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you:

m present and support a point of view

m demonstrate clarity of expression (pronunciation, intonation, stress)

m demonstrate accuracy and variety of vocabulary and sentence structures

Choose TWO of the following three questions and speak for approximately TWO minutes in
ARABIC on each.

Question 1 (5 marks)
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Do you think that there is a true difference in traditions and values between the Eastern and
Western societies?

CANDIDATE’S NOTES. Write ONLY in this space. These notes will NOT be marked.




Question 2 (5 marks)
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How do you see the role of the state in relation to human rights issues in contemporary Arabic
society?

CANDIDATE’S NOTES. Write ONLY in this space. These notes will NOT be marked.

Question 3 (5 marks)
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The problems that men face in contemporary society are the same as those faced by their
fathers. Do you agree?

CANDIDATE’S NOTES. Write ONLY in this space. These notes will NOT be marked.

End of paper
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