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2001 Higher School Certificate Specimen Examination Paper

Arabic Continuers

Introduction

This booklet contains the specimen examination paper for the 2001 Higher School
Certificate examination in Arabic Continuers. A mapping grid is also included, showing
how each question in the examination relates to the syllabus outcomes and content, and
to the performance bands.

The specimen paper shows the format of the New HSC examination. It has been printed
on A4 paper and side-stapled to make it convenient for use in schools. Actual
examination papers will be produced as A4 booklets. All New HSC papers will be
printed on white paper.

The 2001 HSC specimen papers have been produced in accordance with the Board’s
Principles for Setting HSC Examinations in a Standards-Referenced Framework,
published in Board Bulletin Volume 8 Number 9 (Nov/Dec 99). Questions are closely
related to the outcomes of the course, and the paper as a whole is structured to allow for
appropriate differentiation of student performance at all levels on the performance scale.

The papers have been designed so that students have a clear understanding of what they
are required to do in each question and in working through the paper. Instructions have
been standardised, and the demands of the questions have been made explicit. Key
words in questions, such as ‘discuss’, ‘analyse’, and ‘explain’, have been used
consistently in accordance with the glossary published in the Board’s Assessment
Support Document.

This specimen paper is an example of the type of examination that could be prepared
within the examination specifications in the Arabic syllabus. Examinations will be
based on the syllabus, and will test a representative sample of syllabus outcomes.
Therefore, the range and balance of outcomes tested in HSC examinations in 2001 and
subsequent years may differ from those addressed in the specimen paper.

The mapping grid is an important feature of the development of the examination. It aids
in ensuring that the examination as a whole samples a range of content and outcomes,
and allows all students the opportunity to demonstrate their level of achievement.
Where courses have components in the examination other than written papers, the grid
indicates the wider range of outcomes that are assessed by including these other
components.

There are a number of points to note in considering the Arabic Continuers specimen
paper:

* The specimen paper consists of the question paper, including Sections I —III, and a
separate answer booklet for Section II Part A.

* The Listening and Responding Section will be answered on the question paper,
Section II Part A in the answer booklet provided, and Section II Part B and the two
writing tasks in separate writing booklets.



The writing tasks within Section III have been graded in difficulty with the second
task being more demanding. The mark for each task is commensurate with its level
of difficulty and may vary from year to year within the 15 mark total.

The criteria for judging performance have been included as a rubric at the beginning
of each section and part. The criteria are taken from the syllabus.

All questions have been numbered sequentially across all sections.

The number and type of questions/listening texts in Section I may vary each year
within the range determined by the examination specifications in the syllabus.

The texts for the specimen paper have been drawn from a range of sources and
reflect the modern standard language in its contemporary context.



Arabic Continuers
HSC Specimen Examination Mapping Grid

For each item in the examination, the grid shows the marks allocated, the syllabus content and syllabus
outcomes it relates to, and the bands on the performance scale it is targeting. The range of bands shown
indicates the performance candidates may be able to demonstrate in their responses. That is, if an item is
shown as targeting Bands 3 — 5, it indicates that candidates who demonstrate performance equivalent to the
Band 3 descriptions should be able to score some marks on the item, while those who perform at Band 5 or
above could reasonably be expected to gain high marks. In the case of one-mark items, candidates who
demonstrate performance at or above the bands shown generally could be expected to answer the item

correctly.
Question | Marks Content Syllabus Targeted
(Theme / Topic — Text Type) outcomes | performance
bands
Oral Examination
20 Conversation Covering Student’s Personal World H1.1, H1.2, 2-6
H1.3, H1.4
Written Examination
1(a) 2 The Individual / Health — Conversation H3.1 2-4
1(b) 1 The Individual / Health — Conversation H3.1 2-3
2 2 The Changing World / Media — Report H3.1 2-3
3(a) 1 The Individual / Health — Conversation H3.1 3-4
3(b) 2 The Individual / Health — Conversation H3.1 3-4
4(a) 2 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Culture and H3.1 2-4
Traditions — Conversation
4(b) 1 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Culture and H3.1 2-3
Traditions — Conversation
5 2 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Modern Arabic H3.1 4-6
literature — Report
6(a) 2 The Changing World / The World of Work — H3.1 4-5
Conversation
6(b) 1 The Changing World / The World of Work — H3.1 2-4
Conversation
7(a) 1 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Modern Arabic H3.1 5-6
Literature — News Iltem
7(b) 2 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Modern Arabic H3.1 4-5
Literature — News Iltem
8(a) 2 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Modern Arabic H3.1, H3.2 3-4
Literature — Narrative Account
8(b) 2 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Modern Arabic H3.1, H3.2 4-5
Literature — Narrative Account
9(a) 1 The Changing World / Environment — Conversation H3.1 2-4
9(b) 1 The Changing World / Environment — Conversation H3.1 2-4
10(a) 1 The Individual / Family and Friends — Narrative H3.1 2-3
Account
10(b) 2 The Individual / Family and Friends — Narrative H3.1 2-4
Account
10(c) 1 The Individual / Family and Friends — Narrative H3.1 2-4
Account
10(d) 2 The Individual / Family and Friends — Narrative H3.1 3-5
Account
10(e) 2 The Individual / Family and Friends — Narrative H3.1 2-3
Account
10(f) 2 The Individual / Family and Friends — Narrative H3.1 2-4
Account
10(9) 2 The Individual / Family and Friends — Narrative H3.1 2-4

Account




Question | Marks Content Syllabus Targeted
(Theme / Topic — Text Type) outcomes | performance
bands
10(h) 1 The Individual / Family and Friends — Narrative H3.1 2-4
Account
11(a) 1 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Culture and H3.1 2-3
Traditions — Report
11(b) 2 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Culture and H3.1 2-3
Traditions — Report
11(c) 1 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Culture and H3.1 2-4
Traditions — Report
11(d) 2 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Culture and H3.1 2-4
Traditions — Report
11(e) 2 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Culture and H3.1 5-6
Traditions — Report
11(f) 2 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Culture and H3.1 3-4
Traditions — Report
11(g9) 2 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Culture and H3.1, H3.2 5-6
Traditions — Report
12 15 The Individual / Family and Friends — Letter H1.2, H1.3, 2-6
H1.4, H3.1,
H3.2
13(a) 6 The Individual / Personal identity — Letter H2.1, H2.2, 2-6
H2.3
13(b) 6 The Arabic-speaking Communities / Culture and H2.1, H2.2, 2-6
Traditions — Report H2.3
14(a) 9 The Changing World / the World of Work — Diary H2.1, H2.2, 2-6
Entry H2.3
14(b) 9 The Changing World / Environment — Speech H2.1, H2.2, 2-6

H2.3
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Sample marking guidelines for Arabic Continuers

The following marking guidelines have been developed for selected questions from the
2001 HSC Specimen Examination in Arabic Continuers. These guidelines indicate the
approach that would be taken to marking questions.

For each question, the following are typically included:
1. The syllabus outcomes that are targeted by the question.

2. The assessment rubric from the specimen paper, where there is one, listing the set of
general criteria that are used to assess responses.

3. The marking guidelines, which show the criteria to be applied to responses along
with the marks to be awarded in line with the quality of the responses. For extended-
response questions, performance is described at a number of levels of performance,
each covering a range of marks.

4. A sample answer or some points that answers might include. Sample answers
indicate the scope and depth of treatment expected, and are not intended to be
prescriptive. Similarly, the points that could be included in answers are not intended
to be an exhaustive list, but rather an indication of the considerations that students
could include in their responses.

Marking guidelines will generally require some refinement at the Marking Centre to
take account of unanticipated responses that students present. For essay-type questions,
the standard described at each mark range will be made clear during pilot-marking by
the selection of sample scripts.

In a standards-referenced framework, examination questions are closely linked to
syllabus content and outcomes. Expectations of the question are to be clear in the
wording of the question. Marking guidelines will be developed at the same time as the
examination questions, by examination committees. The development of marking
guidelines will be guided by the Board’s Principles for Developing Marking Guidelines
in a Standards-Referenced Framework, published in Board Bulletin Volume 9 Number
3 (May 2000).

Original published version updated:
August 2001 — Job Number # 2001377



Sample Marking Guidelines — Arabic Continuers

Conversation

Refer to the syllabus for a description of this task.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you demonstrate:
capacity to maintain a conversation (comprehension, communication strategies)

relevance and depth of treatment of information, opinions, comment
clarity of expression (pronunciation, intonation, stress)

accuracy of vocabulary and sentence structures

variety and appropriateness of vocabulary and sentence structures

Outcomes assessed: H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, H1.4

MARKING GUIDELINES

Criteria

Marks

Communicates confidently and fluently with correct intonation and
pronunciation

Demonstrates depth of treatment through the presentation of relevant
information, opinions and/or comment

Responds with a high level of grammatical accuracy, and breadth and
sophistication of vocabulary and sentence structure

17-20

Communicates effectively, with some degree of fluency and authenticity

Responds with relevant information and a range of relevant opinions
and/or comment

Responds with a range of vocabulary and structures, but with some
minor inaccuracies

13-16

Maintains satisfactory communication with some degree of fluency but
with repetition and inaccuracies in grammar and vocabulary

Responds with relevant information and opinions

9-12

Maintains a basic level of communication using simple structures and
vocabulary with frequent pauses and errors

Presents some relevant information, opinions or ideas

Responds with a limited range of ideas and information relating to the
topic using single words and set formulae, and using anglicisms and
English syntax




Sample marking guidelines — Arabic Continuers

Question 11 (12 marks)

Refer to the text on page 9 of the Specimen Paper.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you demonstrate:
B capacity to understand general and/or specific aspects of text, through, for example,
summarising or evaluating

B capacity to convey the information accurately and appropriately

Marks

(a) According to the text, how long did traditional Lebanese weddings last? 1

Outcomes assessed: H3.1

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
e One week, two weeks or 40 days 1
(b) What are the stages in a traditional Lebanese wedding? 2

Outcomes assessed: H3.1

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
o Identifies the three stages accurately ie preparing the bride, the wedding )
ceremony itself, the period after the ceremony
e Identifies TWO of the stages correctly 1

(c) Who helped the parents of the bride prepare for the wedding ceremony? 1

Outcomes assessed: H3.1
MARKING GUIDELINES

Criteria Marks

e The bridesmaids and some female relatives 1




Sample marking guidelines — Arabic Continuers

(d) How would the bride spend the first days of her preparation week? 2
Why?
Outcomes assessed: H3.1
MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
e Lists both activities
¢ She would remain in her room
¢ She would relax in her light clothing
e and both reasons 2
¢ To regain her energy
¢ To prepare herself for the late evenings
Lists ONE activity plus ONE reason 1
(e) What happened when the sun set on the Thursday? 2
Outcomes assessed: H3.1
MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
e Two bridesmaids and the married women of the village would come to
the bride’s room to congratulate her o)
e They would then go to the place where they had prepared the hot water
ONE of above 1
6y} List the tasks the women had to perform on the Saturday. 2
Outcomes assessed: H3.1
MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
Lists the following:
e Put on her make up
e Put on bangles, earings, rings 2
e Put roses on her chest
e Put on a head-to-toe white silk transparent scarf
Provides THREE of the above points 1




Sample marking guidelines — Arabic Continuers

(g)  Inyour opinion, what is the significance of all the week’s preparations? 2
Support your response by referring to information from this text.

Outcomes assessed: H3.1, H3.2

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
e Identifies two relevant aspects of the week’s preparations and indicates
the significance of these 2
e Identifies one relevant aspect of the week’s preparations and indicates its !

significance

Answers could include:

- the washing of the bride could signify her purity and innocence
- the involvement of the village women could signify the
inclusion/initiation/welcoming of the bride into the life of the village women

Question 12 (15 marks)

You receive this letter from your friend. Write an appropriate reply of 150-200 words in
ARABIC in which you respond to questions asked or comments made in the letter.

Refer to the text on pages 10—11 of the Specimen Paper.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you demonstrate:
B capacity to understand general and specific aspects of text by identifying, analysing
and responding to information

B relevance of ideas, information or opinions

accuracy of vocabulary and sentence structures
B variety of vocabulary and sentence structures

Outcomes assessed: H1.2, H1.3, H1.4, H3.1, H3.2
MARKING GUIDELINES

Criteria Marks

e Responds to the information, ideas and/or opinions of the text: the
accident, the wedding plans, life in Lebanon and Sydney

e Demonstrates depth in the treatment of the task through the development
of relevant information, ideas and/or opinions relating to text

e Demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and 13-15
sentence structures

e Manipulates language authentically and creatively to meet the
requirements of the task

e Organises information and ideas to meet the requirements of the task




Sample marking guidelines — Arabic Continuers

Criteria

Marks

Responds to most of the information, ideas and/or opinions of the text:
the accident, the wedding plans, life in Lebanon and Sydney

Demonstrates depth in the treatment of the task through the development
of some relevant information, ideas and/or opinions

Demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of vocabulary
and sentence structures

Manipulates language with some degree of authenticity and creativity to
meet the requirements of the task

Organises information and ideas to meet the requirements of the task

10-12

Responds to some of the information, ideas and/or opinions of the text:
the accident, the wedding plans, life in Lebanon and Sydney

Demonstrates a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of vocabulary
and sentence structures

Organises information and ideas to meet the requirements of the task

Responds to some of the information, ideas and/or opinions of the text

Demonstrates a basic knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and
sentence structures

Demonstrates limited evidence of the ability to organise information and
ideas

Demonstrates a limited understanding of the text

Demonstrates an elementary knowledge and understanding of
vocabulary and sentence structures with evidence of the influence of
English syntax

Uses single words and set formulae to express information

Question 14 (9 marks)

Write 100—-150 words in ARABIC.

(b)

You have decided to participate in the ‘Clean Up Australia Day’ Program.
Write a speech encouraging your classmates to join you in this activity.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you demonstrate:

relevance of the treatment of ideas, information or opinions
accuracy of vocabulary and sentence structures

variety of vocabulary and sentence structures

capacity to structure and sequence responses




Sample marking guidelines — Arabic Continuers

Outcomes assessed: H2.1, H2.2, H2.3

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
¢ Demonstrates depth and breadth in the treatment of the task through the
presentation and development of relevant information, ideas and/or
opinions
¢ Demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding of vocabulary,
tense, mood, syntax 8-9
e Manipulates language authentically and creatively to persuade
e Sequences and structures ideas and information coherently and
effectively
e Demonstrates breadth in the presentation and some depth in the
development of information, ideas and /or opinions relevant to the task
¢ Demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of vocabulary,
tense, mood, syntax 6-7
e Manipulates language with some degree of authenticity and creativity to
persuade
e Sequences and structures ideas and information effectively
e Presents information and a range of ideas and/or opinions in order to
persuade
e Demonstrates a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of 4-5
vocabulary, tense, mood, syntax
¢ Organises information and ideas to meet the requirements of the task
e Presents some information, opinions or ideas relevant to the task
¢ Demonstrates a basic knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and
sentence structures 2-3
e Demonstrates limited evidence of the ability to organise information and
ideas
e Demonstrates a limited understanding of the requirements of the task
¢ Demonstrates an elementary knowledge and understanding vocabulary 1

and sentence structures with evidence of the influence of English syntax

e Uses single words, set formulae and anglicisms to express information




Centre Number Student Number

#
BOARD OF STUDIES

NEW SOUTH WALES

2001

HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
SPECIMEN EXAMINATION

Arabic Continuers

Pages2 -5

Total marks (25)
* Attempt Questions 1 — 9

* This section should take approximately
30 minutes

Section II ) Pages 7 — 11

General Instructions Total marks (40)

« Reading time — 10 minutes This section has two parts, Part A and
Part B

* Working time — 2 hours and * Attempt Questions 10 — 12

50 minutes * Allow about 1 hour and 20 minutes for

» Write using blue or black pen this section

* Monolingual and/or bilingual print
dictionaries may be used Section III ) Page 12

» Write your Centre Number and Total marks (15)
Student Number at the top of this * Attempt Questions 13 — 14
page * Allow about 1 hour for this section




Section I — Listening and Responding
This section should take approximately 30 minutes

Total marks (25)
Attempt Questions 1 -9

You will hear nine passages. Each passage will be read twice. There will be a pause after the
first reading in which you may take notes. You will be given time after the second reading to
complete your responses. Listen carefully to each passage and then answer the corresponding
questions in ENGLISH in the spaces provided or, in the case of multiple-choice questions,
tick the box corresponding to the correct response. You may proceed to Section II as soon as

you have finished Question 9.

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you demonstrate:

B capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts by identifying and analysing

information
B capacity to convey the information accurately and appropriately

Marks

Question 1 (3 marks)

(a) Compare how the mother and Suad reacted to Nadim’s absence.

(b) How does the father reassure the mother?

Question 2 (2 marks)

Complete the table in ENGLISH using the information you hear.

City Temperature range | Wind direction Type of rain
forecast

Sydney

Melbourne

Candidate’s
Notes



Marks Candidate’s
Question 3(3 marks) Notes

(@) What prompted the mother to take Adel to the doctor? 1

(b) What changes to his lifestyle will Adel have to adopt, according 2
to the doctor?

Question 4(3 marks)

(@) How does Layla feel about Mother’s Day? 2

(b) What does her brother intend to do for the day? 1

Question 5(2 marks)

What issue is the film dealing with? 2




Marks

Question 6(3 marks)

(@)

(b)

What are the TWO reasons that influenced Ibrahim to study 2
Law?

Question 7(3 marks)

(@)

(b)

What prompted UNESCO to set up the project called ‘A Book 1
in a Newspaper’?

Candidate’s
Notes



Marks
Question 8(4 marks)

(a) Complete this table iENGLISH using the information you 2
hear about May Ziyada.

Birthplace

Year of birth

Nationality of the father

Preferred written languag

WD

Place of death

Age at death

(b) What happened to May Ziyada during the final years of her 2
life? Why?

Question 9(2 marks)

(@) What has prompted this conversation between Ghassan andi
Farid’s mother?

(b) What is Ghassan most likely to say next? Tick the box 1
corresponding to the correct response.

O LI s s al b el ()
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You may now proceed to Section Il
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Candidate’s
Notes
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Section II — Reading and Responding

Total marks (40)
Allow about 1 hour and 20 minutes for this section

Part A
Total marks (25)
Attempt Questions 10 — 11

Read both passages and then answer the corresponding questions in ENGLISH in the
Section II Part A Answer Booklet.

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you demonstrate:

B capacity to understand general and/or specific aspects of texts, through, for example,
summarising or evaluating

B capacity to convey the information accurately and appropriately

Question 10 (13 marks)
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Question 10 continues on page 8
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Question 10 (continued)
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Question 11 (12 marks)
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Section II — Reading and Responding

Part B
Total marks (15)
Attempt Question 12

Answer this question in a writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you demonstrate:

B capacity to understand general and specific aspects of a text by identifying, analysing and
responding to information

m relevance of ideas, information or opinions

accuracy of vocabulary and sentence structures
m variety of vocabulary and sentence structures

Question 12 (15 marks)

You receive this letter from your friend. Write an appropriate reply of 150-200 words in
ARABIC in which you respond to questions asked or comments made in the letter.
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Question 12 (continued)
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End of Question 12
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Section III — Writing in Arabic
Total marks (15)
Attempt Questions 13 — 14

Allow about 1 hour for this section

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you demonstrate:
m relevance of the treatment of ideas, information or opinions

B accuracy of vocabulary and sentence structures

m variety of vocabulary and sentence structures

B capacity to structure and sequence responses

Question 13 (6 marks)
Answer ONE of the following questions. Write 100—150 words in ARABIC.

(a) You are on holidays. Write a letter to your friend in Melbourne, describing what you
have been doing.

OR

(b) Write a report for your class on the way in which your family celebrates a particular
occasion or festival.

Question 14 (9 marks)
Answer ONE of the following questions. Write 100—150 words in ARABIC.

(a) Your parents want you to go to university after you leave school. You have other
ideas. Write a diary entry reflecting on the choices that you have.

OR

(b)  You have decided to participate in the ‘Clean Up Australia Day’ Program. Write a
speech encouraging your classmates to join you in this activity.

End of paper
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Section II — Reading and Responding

Part A
Total marks (25)
Attempt Questions 10 - 11

Read both passages on pages 7 — 9 of the question paper and then answer the corresponding

questions in ENGLISH in the spaces provided.

Marks
Question 10 (13 marks)
(a) Describe Jamil’s family. 1
(b) Was the work Jamil did appropriate to his qualifications? Explain your 2

reasoning.

(c) Why did people like Jamil? 1
(d)  What news did the manager convey to the employees? 2
(e) How did Jamil feel upon hearing the news? Why? 2

Question 10 continues on page 3

_2_

Marker’s
use only



Marks | Marker's

Question 10 (continued) use only
(H  What is happening at 8.00 pm? 2
() When Jamil arrived home, what was his dilemma? 2
(h)  How did Jamil react to the offer made to him? 1

End of Question 10




Marks
Question 11(12 marks)

(&) According to the text, how long did traditional Lebanese weddings last? 1

(b) What are the stages in a traditional Lebanese wedding? 2

(c) Who helped the parents of the bride prepare for the wedding ceremony? 1

(d) How would the bride spend the first days of her preparation week? 2
Why?

(e) What happened when the sun set on the Thursday? 2

Question 11 continues on page 5

Marker’'s
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Marks
Question 11 (continued)

()  List the tasks the women had to perform on the Saturday. 2

(g) In your opinion, what is the significance of the week’s preparations? 2
Support your response by referring to information from this text.

End of Question 11
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Arabic Transcripts
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