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2001 Higher School Certificate Specimen Examination Paper

Classical Greek Extension
Introduction

This booklet contains the specimen examination paper for the 2001 Higher School Certificate
examination in Classical Greek Extension. A mapping grid is also included, showing how
each question in the examination relates to the syllabus outcomes and content, and to the
performance bands.

The specimen paper shows the format of the New HSC examination. It has been printed on
A4 paper and side-stapled to make it convenient for use in schools. Actual examination papers
will be produced as A4 booklets. All New HSC papers will be printed on white paper.

The 2001 HSC specimen papers have been produced in accordance with the Board’s
Principles for Setting HSC Examinations in a Standards-Referenced Framework, published in
Board Bulletin Volume 8 Number 9 (Nov/Dec 99). Questions are closely related to the
outcomes of the course, and the paper as a whole is structured to allow for appropriate
differentiation of student performance at all levels on the performance scale.

The papers have been designed so that students have a clear understanding of what they are
required to do in each question and in working through the paper. Instructions have been
standardised, and the demands of the questions have been made explicit. Key words in
questions, such as ‘discuss’, ‘analyse’, and ‘explain’, have been used consistently in
accordance with the glossary published in the Board’s Assessment Support Document.

This specimen paper is an example of the type of examination that could be prepared within
the examination specifications in the Classical Greek Extension syllabus. Examinations will
be based on the syllabus, and will test a representative sample of syllabus outcomes.
Therefore, the range and balance of outcomes tested in HSC examinations in 2001 and
subsequent years may differ from those addressed in the specimen paper.

The mapping grid is an important feature of the development of the examination. It aids in
ensuring that the examination as a whole samples a range of content and outcomes, and
allows all students the opportunity to demonstrate their level of achievement. Where courses
have components in the examination other than written papers, the grid indicates the wider
range of outcomes that are assessed by including these other components.

There are a number of points to note in considering the Classical Greek Extension specimen
paper:

• A rubric indicating general criteria for judging performance has been placed at the
beginning of each section of the paper to clearly indicate the factors that will be used to
assess responses to the question(s).

• The number and type of questions in Section I may vary each year within the range
determined by the syllabus.

• The prescribed text for the 2001 HSC Examination and for subsequent examinations can
be found on the Board of Studies website (http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au).



Classical Greek Extension
HSC Specimen Examination Mapping Grid

For each item in the examination, the grid shows the marks allocated, the syllabus content and syllabus
outcomes it relates to, and the bands on the performance scale it is targeting. The range of bands shown
indicates the performance candidates may be able to demonstrate in their responses. That is, if an item is
shown as targeting Bands E2 – E3, it indicates that candidates who demonstrate performance equivalent to
the Band E2 descriptions should be able to score some marks on the item, while those who perform at Band
E3 or above could reasonably be expected to gain high marks. In the case of one-mark items, candidates
who demonstrate performance at or above the bands shown generally could be expected to answer the item
correctly.

Question Marks Content
(Prescribed author)

Syllabus
outcomes

Targeted
performance

bands

1(a)(i) 7 Homer H1.2, H1.3 E2 – E4
1(a)(ii) 2 Homer H1.2 E2 – E3
1(a)(iii) 4 Homer H2.3 E2 – E4
1(b)(i) 8 Homer H1.2, H1.3 E2 – E4
1(b)(ii) 2 Homer H1.2 E2 – E3
1(b)(iii) 2 Homer H2.3 E2 – E4

2(a) 10 Homer H2.1 E2 – E4
2(b) 10 Homer H2.1 E2 – E4

3 15 Homer H2.1 E2 – E4
4 15 Prose composition H3.1 E2 – E4



Sample marking guidelines for Classical Greek Extension

The following marking guidelines have been developed for selected questions from the
2001 HSC Specimen Examination in Classical Greek Extension. These guidelines
indicate the approach that would be taken to marking questions.

For each question, the following are typically included:
1. The syllabus outcomes that are targeted by the question.
2. The assessment rubric from the specimen paper, where there is one, listing the set of

general criteria that are used to assess responses.
3. The marking guidelines, which show the criteria to be applied to responses along

with the marks to be awarded in line with the quality of the responses. For extended-
response questions, performance is described at a number of levels of performance,
each covering a range of marks.

4. A sample answer or some points that answers might include. Sample answers
indicate the scope and depth of treatment expected, and are not intended to be
prescriptive. Similarly, the points that could be included in answers are not intended
to be an exhaustive list, but rather an indication of the considerations that students
could include in their responses.

Marking guidelines will generally require some refinement at the Marking Centre to
take account of unanticipated responses that students present. For essay-type questions,
the standard described at each mark range will be made clear during pilot-marking by
the selection of sample scripts.

In a standards-referenced framework, examination questions are closely linked to
syllabus content and outcomes. Expectations of the question are to be clear in the
wording of the question. Marking guidelines will be developed at the same time as the
examination questions, by examination committees. The development of marking
guidelines will be guided by the Board’s Principles for Developing Marking Guidelines
in a Standards-Referenced Framework, published in Board Bulletin Volume 9 Number
3 (May 2000).
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Sample marking guidelines – Classical Greek Extension

Sample Marking Guidelines – Classical Greek Extension

Question 1 (25 marks)

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you:
•  demonstrate your understanding of the text by translating into idiomatic and fluent

English
•  interpret the relationship between words and structures

•  analyse language and/or contextual features of the prescribed extract

Read the passages and answer the questions that follow each passage.

Refer to extract (a) on page 2 of the Specimen Paper.

(a) (i) Translate the passage into ENGLISH. 7

Outcomes assessed: H1.2, H1.3

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks

•  Translates the passage into fluent, idiomatic English
•  Interprets with consistent accuracy the relationships between the words

and between the grammatical structures
•  Demonstrates a sensitivity to the intention and style of the author

7

•  Translates most of the passage into fluent, idiomatic English

•  Accurately interprets the relationships between most words and most
structures

•  Demonstrates an awareness of the intention and style of the author

5 – 6

•  Translates some of the passage into fluent, idiomatic English

•  Demonstrates an understanding of the relationship between some words
and some structures

•  Demonstrates a general grasp of the content and style of the author

3 – 4

•  Translates parts of the passage into acceptable English
•  Demonstrates a limited understanding of the relationship between the

words and structures of the passage
1 – 2



Sample marking guidelines – Classical Greek Extension

(ii) Briefly identify the context of this passage. 2

Outcomes assessed: H1.2

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks

•  Identifies the participants referred to in the passage

•  Relates the participants to the events leading up to and referred to in the
passage

2

•  Describes events and participants in the passage with little or no
reference to what has occurred 1

Sample answer:

Odysseus has succeeded in getting the Cyclops drunk and he has subsequently fallen
asleep. Odysseus with the help of his companions has cut and prepared the end of a
section of the Cyclops’ olive club that they use to blind the Cyclops. This tactic enables
them to escape from the cave where they have been trapped.

(iii) Comment on the effectiveness of the imagery in this passage. 4

Outcomes assessed: H2.3

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks

•  Demonstrates a perceptive understanding of the way in which imagery is
used in the passage 4

•  Demonstrates an understanding of the way in which imagery is used in
the passage 2 – 3

•  Identifies and explains at least one image 1

Answers could include:

_ the axe and adze image as it relates to the burning of the eye roots
_ the contrast between the ordinary (the tempering of metal) and the horrific (the

blinding of the Cyclops)
_ the appeal to the senses of sight, sound, feeling
_ the evocation of violence and horror



Sample marking guidelines – Classical Greek Extension

Question 2 (10 marks)

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:
•  demonstrate your understanding of the prescribed text

•  present an argument supported by references to the text

Write an essay on ONE of the following:

(a) How responsible is Odysseus as a leader? Use examples from Book IX to
support your answer.

Outcomes assessed: H2.1

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks

•  Demonstrates breadth and depth of understanding of the nature and
effectiveness of Odysseus’ leadership in Book IX

•  Argues convincingly and substantiates points of view with specific
reference to the relevant sections of Book IX

•  Composes a well-organised and coherent response

9 – 10

•  Demonstrates breadth and some depth of understanding of the nature
and effectiveness of Odysseus’ leadership in Book IX

•  Argues effectively and substantiates a point of view with appropriate
reference to the relevant sections of Book IX

•  Composes a structured response

7 – 8

•  Makes some relevant observations in relation to the nature and
effectiveness of Odysseus’ leadership in Book IX

•  Includes narrative rather than analytical elements
•  Shows some ability to structure ideas and information with clarity

5 – 6

•  Cites some relevant examples from Book IX relating to Odysseus’
leadership without necessarily making the link explicit between the
question asked and the text

•  Includes some general statements relating to the question
•  Demonstrates some ability to structure and sequence ideas and

information

3 – 4

•  Identifies some isolated relevant information relating to Odysseus’
leadership in Book IX

•  Demonstrates a limited ability to structure and sequence ideas and
information

1 – 2

Answers could include:

- Examples of responsible leadership
•  Odysseus’ division of plunder from Ismarus
•  Odysseus’ actions with his men while they were among the lotus eaters
•  Odysseus’ taking only a few men with Maron’s wine on Cyclops’ island
•  Odysseus’ plan/encouragement of men to escape the cave



Sample marking guidelines – Classical Greek Extension

- Examples of irresponsible leadership
•  Odysseus’ prevention of the men leaving the cave once provisions were secured
•  Odysseus’ boast of his real name leading to the insult to the Cyclops
•  Odysseus’ telling the Cyclops he would like to kill him which led to the Cyclops’

curse

Question 3 (15 marks)

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:
•  demonstrate your understanding of the relationship between Classical Greek and

English in language structure
•  convey meaning accurately and idiomatically

•  demonstrate your understanding of Homer’s style

Translate the following passage into ENGLISH

Refer to extract on page 5 of the Specimen Paper.

Outcomes assessed: H3.1

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks

•  Translates the passage into fluent, idiomatic English, selecting
vocabulary most appropriate to the passage

•  Demonstrates a consistent and perceptive understanding of  the
relationship between the words and structures of the Classical Greek text

•  Demonstrates a sensitivity to the intention and style of the author

13 – 15

•  Translates most of the passage into fluent, idiomatic English
•  Accurately interprets the relationship between most words and between

structures
•  Demonstrates an awareness of the intention and style of the author

10 – 12

•  Translates some of the passage into fluent, idiomatic English

•  Demonstrates an understanding of the relationship between some words
and structures

•  Demonstrates a general grasp of the content and style of the author

7 – 9

•  Translates parts of the passage into acceptable English
•  Demonstrates a limited understanding of the relationship between the

words and structures of the passage
4 – 6

•  Translates some phrases and individual words into English 1 – 3



Pages 2 – 4

Total marks (35)
• Attempt Questions 1 – 2

• Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for
this section.

Pages 5 – 6

Total marks (15)
• Attempt either Question 3 or 

Question 4

• Allow about 40 minutes for this section

Section II

Section I

General Instructions
• Reading time – 10 minutes

• Working time – 1 hour and 
50 minutes

• Write using blue or black pen 

Classical Greek
Extension
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Section I – Prescribed Text
Total marks (35)
Attempt Questions 1 – 2
Allow about 1 hour and 10 minutes for this section

Question 1  (25 marks)

Answer Question 1 in a writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you:
✿ demonstrate your understanding of the text by translating into idiomatic and fluent English
✿ interpret the relationship between words and structures
✿ analyse language and/or contextual features of the prescribed extract

Marks

Read the passages and answer the questions that follow each passage.

(a) ω}ς του' εjν οjφθαλµω/' πυριη vκεα µοχλο;ν εJλοvντες
δινεvοµεν, το;ν δ∆ αι |µα περι vρρεε θερµο;ν εjοvντα.
παvντα δεv οι J βλεvφαρ∆ αjµφι ; και ; οjφρυvας ευ|σεν αjυ>τµη ;
γλη vνης καιοµεvνης: σφαραγευ'ντο δεv οι J πυρι ; ρJι vζαι.
ωJς δ∆ ο{τ∆ αjνη ;ρ χαλκευ;ς πεvλεκυν µεvγαν η jε; σκεvρπανον
ει jν υ{δατι ψυχρω/' βαvπτη / µεγαvλα ι jαvχοντα
φαρµαvσσων: το; γα;ρ αυ\τε σιδη vρου γε κραvτος εjστι vν:
ω}ς του' σι vζ∆ οjφθαλµο;ς εjλαι >νεvω/ περι ; µοχλω/'.
σµερδαλεvον δε; µεvγ∆ ω/[µωξεν, περι ; δ∆ ι [αχε πεvτρη,
η Jµει 'ς δε; δει vσαντες αjπεσσυvµεθ∆. αυjτα;ρ οJ µοχλο;ν
εjξεvρυσ∆ οjφθαλµοι 'ο πεφυρµεvνον αι {µατι πολλω/.

(i) Translate the passage into ENGLISH. 7

(ii) Briefly identify the context of the passage. 2

(iii) Comment on the effectiveness of the imagery in this passage. 4

Question 1 continues on page 3
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Marks
Question 1 (continued)

(b) ω}ς εjφαvµην, οJ δ∆ ε[πειτα Ποσειδαvωνι α[νακτι
ευ[χετο, χει 'ρ∆ οjρεvγων ει jς ουjρανο;ν αjστεροvεντα:
Æκλυ'θι, Ποσει vδαον γαιη vοχε κυανοχαι 'τα:
ει j εjτεοvν γε σοvς ει jµι, πατη ;ρ δ∆ εjµο;ς ευ[χεαι ει \ναι,
δο;ς µη ; ∆Οδυσση 'α πτολιποvρθιον οι [καδ∆ ι Jκεvσθαι,
υι Jο;ν Λαεvρτεω, ∆Ιθαvκη / ε[νι οι jκι v∆ ε[χοντα.
αjλλ∆ ει [ οι J µοι 'ρ∆ εjστι ; φι vλους ι jδεvειν και ; ι Jκεvσθαι
οι \κον εjυ>κτι vµενον και ; εJη ;ν εjς πατρι vδα γαι 'αν,
οjψε; κακω'ς ε[λθοι, οjλεvσας α[πο παvντας εJται vρους,
νηο;ς εjπ∆ αjλλοτρι vης, ευ{ροι δ∆ εjν πη vµατα οι [κω/.Æ
ω}ς ε[φατ∆ ευjχοvµενος, του' δ∆ ε[κλυε κυανοχαι vτης.

(i) Translate the passage into ENGLISH. 8

(ii) How successful is the Cyclops’ prayer? 2

(iii) Why is πτολιποvρθιον an appropriate epithet for Odysseus? 2

End of Question 1
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Question 2 (10 marks)

Answer Question 2 in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:
✿ demonstrate your understanding of the prescribed text
✿ present an argument supported by references to the text

Write an essay on ONE of the following:

EITHER

(a) How responsible is Odysseus as a leader?  Use examples from Book IX to support your
answer.

OR

(b) ει [µ∆ ∆Οδυσευ;ς Λαερτιαvδης, ο}ς πα'σι δοvλοισιν
αjνθρωvποισι µεvλω, και v µευ κλεvος ουjρανο;ν ι {κει

How well does Odysseus live up to these words in Book IX?
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Section II – Non-prescribed Text

Total marks (15)
Attempt either Question 3 or Question 4
Allow about 40 minutes for this section

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:
✿ demonstrate your understanding of the relationship between Classical Greek and English in

language structure
✿ convey meaning accurately and idiomatically
✿ demonstrate your understanding of Homer’s style

Question 3 (15 marks)

Translate the following passage into ENGLISH.

Odysseus declines an invitation to take part in the Phaeacian games.

Æ∆ευ'ρ∆ α[γε και ; συv, ξει 'νε παvτερ, πει vρησαι αjεvθλων,
ει [ τιναv που δεδαvηκας: ε[οικε δεv σ∆ ι [δµεν αjεvθλους.
ουj µε;ν γα;ρ µει 'ζον κλεvος αjνεvρος ο[φρα κεν η /\σιν
η ] ο{ τι ποσσι vν τε ρJεvξη / και ; χερσι ;ν εJη /'σιν.
αjλλ∆ α[γε πει vρησαι, σκεvδανον δ jαjπο; κη vδεα θυµου':
σοι ; δ∆ οJδο;ς ουjκεvτι δηρο;ν αjπεvσσεται, αjλλαv τοι η [δη
νηυ'ς τε κατει vρυσται και ; εjπαρτεvες ει jσι ;ν εJται 'ροι.Æ
Το;ν δ∆ αjπαµειβοvµενος προσεvφη πολυvµητις ∆Οδυσσευ vς:
ÆΛαοδαvµα, τι v µε ταυ'τα κελευvετε κερτοµεvοντες…
κη vδεvα µοι και ; µα'λλον εjνι ; φρεσι ;ν η [ περ α[εθλοι,
ο}ς πρι ;ν µε;ν µαvλα πολλα; παvθον και ; πολλα; µοvγησα,
νυ'ν δε; µεθ∆ υJµετεvρη / αjγορη /' νοvστοιο χατι vζων
η |µαι, λισσοvµενος βασιλη 'αv τε παvντα τε δη 'µον.Æ

HOMER, Odyssey VIII. 145–157

δεδαvηκα = I know
κατερυvω = I haul down
χατι vζω + gen. = I long for

OR
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Question 4 (15 marks)

Translate the following passage into CLASSICAL GREEK.

When the Athenians first sailed against Syracuse they hoped to capture the city
within a short time; for they knew that they themselves were very strong both
in ships and in hoplites. However, of the three generals, Alcibiades was
ordered to return to Athens and Lamachus was killed in battle, so that Nicias
alone commanded the Athenian army. Although the Syracusans defended
bravely, they would have been defeated very easily if Gylippus, a Spartan
general, had not come to their help.

End of paper
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