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H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E  

S P E C I M E N  E X A M I N AT I O N  

Classical Greek Continuers
 

General Instructions 

• Reading time – 5 minutes 

• Working time – 3 hours 

• Write using black or blue pen 

Total marks – 100 

Section I Pages 2–4 

35 marks 

• Attempt Questions 1–3 

• Allow about 1 hour for this section 

Section II Page 5 

35 marks 

• Attempt Questions 4–6 

• Allow about 1 hour for this section 

Section III Pages 6–9 

30 marks 

• Attempt Question 7 

• Allow about 1 hour for this section 



Section I — Prescribed Text – Plato, Apology 

35 marks 
Attempt Questions 1–3 
Allow about 1 hour for this section 

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 

Question 1 (10 marks) 

Translate BOTH extracts into ENGLISH. 

(a)	 labw;n de;  a}  hÛjthvsato, ejk tou`  ajfanou`~ oJrmhvsa~ w{ste mh; 4 
ijdei`n ejkeivnou~, kata; to; aijei; parei`kon tou` krhmnwvdou~ 
th`~ nhvsou prosbaivnwn, kai;  h|Û oiJ Lakedaimovnioi cwrivou 
ijscuvi pisteuvsante~ oujk ejfuvlasson, calepw`~ te kai; 
movli~ perielqw;n e[laqe, kai;  ejpi; tou` metewvrou ejxapivnh~ 
ajnafanei;~ kata; nwvtou aujtw`n tou;~ me;n tw`Ê  ajdokhvtwÊ 
ejxevplhxe, tou;~ de; a} prosedevconto ijdovnta~ pollw`Ê ma`llon 
ejpevrrwsen. 

THUCYDIDES, IV. 36.2 

(b)	 ΔAnacwrhsavntwn de; tw`n ejk th`~ ΔAttikh`~ Peloponnhsivwn 6 

oiJ Spartia`tai aujtoi; me;n kai; oiJ  ejgguvtata tw`n perioivkwn 

eujqu;~ ejbohvqoun ejpi; th;n Puvlon, tw`n de;  a[llwn 

Lakedaimonivwn bradutevra ejgivgneto hJ  e[fodo~, a[rti 

ajfigmevnwn ajfΔ eJtevra~ strateiva~. perihvggellon de; kai; 

kata; th;n Pelopovnnhson bohqei`n o{ti tavcista ejpi; Puvlon 

kai;  ejpi; ta;~ ejn th`Û Kerkuvra/ nau`~ sfw`n ta;~ eJxhvkonta 

e[pemyan, ai}  uJperenecqei`sai to;n Leukadivwn ijsqmo;n kai; 

laqou`sai ta;~ ejn Zakuvnqw/ ΔAttika;~ nau`~ ajfiknou`ntai ejpi; 

Puvlon: parh`n de; h[dh kai; oJ pezo;~ stratov~. 

THUCYDIDES, IV. 8 
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Question 2 (15 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet. 

(a) 

(i) To whom does oJ me;n in the first line refer? 1 

(ii) How does Thucydides characterise this person in this extract? 2 

(iii) Comment on Thucydides’ reference to tuvch in this episode. 4 

(b) ajfikomevnwn de; aujtw`n dielevlunto eujqu;~ aiJ spondai; aiJ peri; 
Puvlon, kai; ta;~ nau`~ oiJ Lakedaimovnioi ajphÛvtoun, kaqavper 
xunevkeito: oiJ dΔ ΔAqhnai`oi ejgklhvmata e[conte~ ejpidromhvn te tw`Ê 
teicivsmati paravspondon kai;  a[lla oujk ajxiovloga dokou`nta 
ei\nai oujk ajpedivdosan, ijscurizovmenoi o{ti dh; ei[rhto, eja;n kai; 
oJtiou`n parabaqh`Û, leluvsqai ta;~ spondav~. oiJ de; Lakedaimovnioi 
ajntevlegovn te kai;  ajdivkhma ejpikalevsante~ to; tw`n new`n 
ajpelqovnte~ ej~ povlemon kaqivstanto. kai; ta; peri; Puvlon uJpΔ 
ajmfotevrwn kata; kravto~ ejpolemei`to. 

THUCYDIDES, IV. 23.1–2 

(i) Outline the context of the arrival referred to in ajfikomevnwn de; aujtw`n. 2 

(ii) What were the terms of the truce mentioned at the beginning of the 
extract? 

2 

(iii) What were the consequences at Pylos of the resumption of hostilities? 4 
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In your answer you will be assessed on how well you: 

■ demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the text as a work of literature 

■ present a logical and cohesive response to the question, supported by relevant examples 

Question 3 (10 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.
 

Answer the following question by writing an essay of about three writing booklet
 
pages (approximately 400 words) in length.
 

Discuss the element of chance (tuvch) in Thucydides’ account of warfare in  Book IV. 
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Section II — Prescribed Text – Verse 

35 marks 
Attempt Questions 4–6 
Allow about 1 hour for this section 

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 

Questions 4, 5 and 6 will be similar in format to Questions 1, 2 and 3. 
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Section III — Unseen Texts 

30 marks 
Attempt Question 7 
Allow about 1 hour for this section 

Answer Question 7 (a) and Question 7 (b) in SEPARATE writing booklets. Extra writing 
booklets are available. 

In your translation you will be assessed on how well you: 

■	 demonstrate understanding of the text by translating into clear and fluent English 

■	 demonstrate your understanding of the content and style of the author by selecting 
vocabulary appropriate to the context 

Question 7 (30 marks) 

Read the extract, then answer the questions that follow. 

(a)	 Andromache, enslaved after the Trojan War, learns that 
Menelaus and his daughter intend to harm her newborn child. 

MAIDSERVANT 

My lady, I do not shrink from addressing you thus, seeing that 
I thought it right to do so in your home when we lived on the 
Trojan plain, and I respected both you and your husband 
while he still lived. 

kai; nu`n fevrousav soi nevou~ h{kw lovgou~, 60
 

fovbw/ mevn, ei[ ti~ despotw`n aijsqhvsetai,
 

oi[ktw/ de; tw`Û sw`/: deina; ga;r bouleuvetai
 

Menevlao~ eij~ se; pai`~ qΔ, a{ soi fulakteva.
 

ANDROMACH 

w\ filtavth suvndoule, suvndoulo~ ga;r ei\ 

th`Û provsqΔ ajnavsshÛ th`Ûde, nu`n de; dustucei`, 65 

tiv drw`si… poiva~ mhcana;~ plevkousin au\, 

ktei`nai qevvlonte~ th;n panaqlivan ejmev… 

QERAPAINA 

to;n pai`dav sou mevllousin, w\ duvsthne suv, 

kteivnein o}n e[xw dwmavtwn uJpexevqou. 

ANDROMACH 

oi[moi: pevpustai to;n ejmo;n e[kqeton govnon… 70 

povqen potΔ… w\ duvsthno~, wJ~ ajpwlovmhn. 

EURIPIDES, Andromache, 60–71 

hJ a[nassa queen uJpektivqhmi I remove secretly 

plevkw I weave oJ govno~ child 

Question 7 continues on page 7 
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Question 7 (continued) 

(i) What is the antecedent of a{ (line 63)? 1
 

(ii) What person is the verb uJpexevqou (line 69)? 1
 

(iii) What does this extract reveal of Andromache’s state of mind? 2
 

(iv) Translate the extract into ENGLISH. 8
 

Question 7 continues on page 8
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Question 7 (continued) 

Read the extract, then answer the questions that follow. 

(b)	 In the battle of Amphipolis, Cleon escapes from the weakened Athenian 
right wing and is slain by a Myrcinian targeteer. 

At once the Athenians were thrown into confusion and the left wing was cut 
off and fled. At this time Brasidas, who was pressing forward against the 
right wing, was wounded, and the Athenians did not observe that he had 
fallen, but those who were near him took him up and carried him from the 
field. 

to; de; dexio;n tw`n 

ΔAqhnaivwn e[mene ma`llon. kai; oJ me;n Klevwn, wJ~ to; prw`ton ouj 

dienoei`to mevnein, eujqu;~ feuvgwn kai; katalhfqei;~ uJpo; 

Murkinivou peltastou`  ajpoqnhvÛskei, oiJ de; aujtou` 

xustrafevnte~ oJpli`tai ejpi; to;n lovfon tovn te Klearivdan 5 

hjmuvnonto kai; di;~ h] tri;~ prosbalovnta, kai; ouj provteron 

ejnevdosan pri;n h{ te Murkiniva kai;  hJ Calkidikh;  i{ppo~ kai; 

oiJ peltastai; peristavnte~ kai;  ejsakontivzonte~ aujtou;~ 

e[treyan. ou{tw dh; to; stravteuma pa`n h[dh tw`n ΔAqhnaivwn 

fugo;n calepw`~ kai; polla;~ oJdou;~ trapovmenoi kata; o[rh, o{soi 10 

mh; diefqavrhsan h] aujtivka ejn cersi;n h]  uJpo; th`~ Calkidikh`~ 

i{ppou kai; tw`n peltastw`n, oiJ loipoi;  ajpekomivsqhsan ej~ 

th;n ΔHiovna. oiJ de; to;n Brasivdan a[rante~ ejk th`~ mavch~ kai; 

diaswvsante~ ej~ th;n povlin e[ti e[mpnoun ejsekovmisan: kai; 

h[Ûsqeto me;n o{ti nikw`sin oiJ meqΔ auJtou`, ouj polu; de; dialipw;n 

ejteleuvthsen: 

THUCYDIDES, V. 10 

xustrafevnte~ rallying
 

oJ lovfo~ hill
 

hJ i{ppo~ cavalry
 

ejsakontivzw I hurl a javelin at
 

e[mpnou~ alive
 

ouj polu; dialipw;n after a short while
 

Question 7 continues on page 9 
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Question 7 (continued) 

(i) What voice is the participle katalhfqei;~ (line 3)?	 1
 

(ii) With what does prosbalovnta (line 6) agree?	 1
 

(iii) To whom does aujtou;~ (line 8) refer?	 1
 

(iv)	 What tense is ajpekomivsqhsan (line 12)? 1
 

(v)	 What contrast between Cleon and Brasidas does Thucydides reveal in 2
 
this extract?
 

(vi)	 Translate the extract into ENGLISH. 12
 

End of paper 
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