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Stage 6 Draft Syllabus Package

Consultation Report

1. Background

The preparation of the Dance Stage 6 Draft Syllabus Package took into
account the instructions described in the writing brief approved by the Board
in December, 1998.

The Dance Stage 6 Draft Syllabus Package has been distributed widely for
comment over the period 8/3/99 to 2/4/99. Additionally, consultations on the
Dance Stage 6 Draft Syllabus Package have involved meetings with the
following:

O school sector representatives
« DET
« CEC

O tertiary representatives

* University of NSW
- David Spurgeon

O industry education representatives
* NSW Federation of Parents and Citizens Association (Council)
- Christine May

O professional associations
* Ausdance
- Robina Beard
» The Federal Association of Teachers of Dancing (Australia) Limited
- Robert Steele

O the Board Curriculum Committee for Dance.
Modifications to this draft, following widespread consultations, will enable the
syllabus package to be finalised for submission to the Board Curriculum

Committee, and the Board.

35 written responses to the consultation progress report in Dance were
received. The sample profile is as follows:
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30 Individual responses

Teachers

Rural

Government

Metropolitan

Government

Academics

Others

24

19

13

Catholic

Catholic

5 institution/group responses

Organisation details:

Schools:
Moderate (<500)

Government

Tertiary/post-school:

Universities

Special Interest:

Parent Groups

3

1

Medium (500 — 800)

Catholic

TAFE

School Sectors

Teacher/professional associations

Independent

Independent

Large (>800)

Independent

Industry/training

Other




Dance Stage 6 Draft Syllabus Package Consultation Report

Key Issues

Summary of Key Issues for Stage 6
Dance arising from the consultation
process:

Summary of action taken as a result of
these Key Issues:

* The need to provide a clear
definition of the study of dance as
an artform.

* There is concern that marking
criteria has excluded the practice
of particular dance styles, eg. The
requirement of solo performance
in Core and Major Study
Performance does not allow
students to demonstrate
achievement in a style that
requires a partner.

* The requirement to study Dance
Technique in Preliminary and HSC
Core Performance does not
address the needs of the Classical
Ballet candidature who only want
to study Classical Ballet. Dance
Technique combines Modern
Dance technique and Classical
Ballet technique.

» Composition Marking Criteria was
explained in terms of “original and
individual movements”.

* Major Study Related (renamed
Dance and Technology) has been
perceived as an exclusive option
that would only be available to
particular schools.

* The availability of suitable
resources that enable all students
to study Core and Major Study
Appreciation.

* Achievement in Performance,
Composition and Appreciation are
read in relation to the one
Performance Band.

» A definition for dance as an
artform has been provided in
Dance in Stage 6 Curriculum. This
definition threads the content.

* The requirement of solo
performance in Core and Major
Study Performance has been
maintained to reflect prominent
views noted in surveys and voiced
at Consultation Meetings including
the Board Curriculum Committee
Consultation Meeting.

» Dance Technique is maintained
within the syllabus as a
requirement for Preliminary and
HSC Core Performance, as this
provides all students with a
training technique based on the
fundamentals of Modern Dance
and Classical Ballet techniques.

* “Personal style” has replaced
“original and individual
movements” in the Composition
Marking Criteria.

* Major Study Dance and
Technology is positioned within
the syllabus as an option that can
be implemented as resources
become more readily available.

* Resources for prescribed seminal
artists and works are readily
available.

» Performance Bands explain
achievement in dance rather than
achievement in the three
components of Performance,
Composition and Appreciation.
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Analysis

3.1 Quantitative Analysis
Note:
» This quantitative analysis is based on 34 responses that were received on or

before 14 April 1999.
» 1 response was received after this date and is listed at the end of this report.

3.1.1Dance in the Stage 6 Curriculum

Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
5 8 14 2 4 1
14.7% 23.5% 41.2% 5.9% 11.8% 2.9%
3.1.2 Pathways for Dance Stage 6 Students
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
6 8 14 4 2 0
17.6% 23.5% 41.2% 11.8% 5.9% 0.0%
3.1.3 Aim
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
5 14 10 2 2 1
14.7% 41.2% 29.4% 5.9% 5.9% 2.9%
3.1.4 Objectives
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
7 9 11 4 3 0
20.6% 26.5% 32.4% 11.8% 8.8% 0.0%
3.1.5 Course Structure
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
8 8 13 3 2 0
23.5% 23.5% 38.2% 8.8% 5.9% 0.0%
3.1.6 Outcomes
3.1.6a Preliminary course outcomes
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
9 5 15 1 4 0
26.5% 14.7% 44.1% 2.9% 11.8% 0.0%
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3.1.6b

3.1.11a

HSC course outcomes
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
8 7 10 5 4 0
23.5% 20.6% 29.4% 14.7% 11.8% 0.0%
3.1.7 Content
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
8 6 8 5 7 0
23.5% 17.6% 23.5% 14.7% 20.6% 0.0%
3.1.8 Course Requirements
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree R e DRI Disagree
9 3 15 2 4 1
26.5% 8.8% 44.1% 5.9% 11.8% 2.9%
3.1.9 Assessment Components, Weightings and Tasks
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree R e DRI Disagree
9 4 18 2 1 0
26.5% 11.8% 52.9% 5.9% 2.9% 0.0%
3.1.10 Dance Stage 6 HSC Examination Specifications
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree R e DRI Disagree
8 3 9 8 5 1
23.5% 8.8% 26.5% 23.5% 14.7% 2.9%
3.1.11 Post-School Opportunities
Links between courses and training packages
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
8 1 17 4 2 2
23.5% 2.9% 50.0% 11.8% 5.9% 5.9%
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3.1.11b  Links between courses and VET opportunities

Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
10 1 17 5 1 0
29.4% 2.9% 50.0% 14.7% 2.9% 0.0%
3.1.12 Glossary
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
9 9 9 2 3 2
26.5% 26.5% 26.5% 5.9% 8.8% 5.9%
3.1.13 Dance 6 Sample HSC Assessment Items
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
8 6 12 3 5 0
23.5% 17.6% 35.3% 8.8% 14.7% 0.0%
3.1.14 Dance 6 Draft Performance Bands
Nil Strongly . Strongly
Response Agree Agree Unsure Disagree Disagree
7 4 13 6 3 1
20.6% 11.8% 38.2% 17.6% 8.8% 2.9%
3.1.15 Overall Evaluation
Nil Excellentas | Good, witn | AccePtable | Sy
FOETID IS fine-tuning vv:;rkir:é nsure treatment
3 2 4 11 2 12
8.8% 5.9% 11.8% 32.4% 5.9% 35.3%
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3.2  Issues Raised and Writing Team Action

Syllabus Issues Sourcels Action
ltem
General Agreement
* Much discussion on the need to Various * The definition has been
clarify “dance as an artform” to schools/surveys amended in the final syllabus
provide a clear definition of the DET response accordingly (page 6).
knowledge of the artform and how it
Dance in is assessed.
Stage 6
Curriculum  Emphasis to be made of the inter- Various e The refined definition includes
relationship between the practical schools/surveys the inter-relationship between
and theoretical aspects of dance as | Teachers meeting the practical and theoretical
they relate specifically to the Dance aspects of dance as they relate
Syllabus. specifically to the Dance
Syllabus (page 6).
General agreement
» Concern was raised that broadening | Various * Noted in the Dance Stage 6
the base of the course makes schools/surveys Syllabus (pages 8 and 10).
teaching the course difficult as there | Teachers Meeting
Pathways for are students with a wide range of
Dance Stage prior learning experiences ranging
6 Students from no prior dance training to
extensive dance training.
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Syllabus
Item

Issues

Sourcels

Action

The description of the K-12
continuum should include
statements that recognise that
Dance in K-6 Creative Arts is an
‘enrichment’ and students studying
Dance for the HSC bring prior
learning experiences with them.

DET response

Amendments acknowledging
this request are incorporated in
the final syllabus (page 8).

Aim

General agreement

There is a need for clarification of
dance as an artform in order for the
aim to be fully understood.

The Aim should emphasise and
reflect the growth in learning of the
subject.

Various
schools/surveys

DET response

The refined definition and
amendment from Dance in
Stage 6 Curriculum helps to
clarify the aim (page 9).

Objectives

General agreement

“‘Dance as an artform” should not be
a separate objective, as it links the
other three objectives and is inherent
in the three areas of study of
Performance, Composition and
Appreciation.

Various
schools/surveys

The objectives have been
retained in the final syllabus

(page 9).
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Syllabus Issues Sourcels Action
ltem

General agreement

Preliminary Course:

* The statement about the equal Various The statement has been
emphasis of the three components schools/surveys rewritten to reflect the course
does not reflect the course weightings in the final syllabus
weighting. (page 10).

* The “Additional” component requires | DET The Additional component is
an explanation to provide sufficient Various further explained in the final
information for teachers to schools/surveys syllabus document (page 10).

Course understand the opportunities and
Structure restriction which the content and
time allocation are providing.

» Several respondents note a Teachers Meeting The model presented in the
preference for an earlier model of NSW FP&C final syllabus has been
HSC course structure in which Various schools adopted.
students choose to undertake a DET
Major Study in one of the three
course components (60%), and
undertake core studies in the other
two components (40%).

Mixed response

» The arrangement of the outcomes Various The arrangement of the

Outcomes should be considered. The schools/surveys outcomes has been retained

perception is that they are repetitive.
It should be made clearer that
outcomes for each objective are

DET

(page 12).




Dance Stage 6 Draft Syllabus Package Consultation Report

Syllabus
Item

Issues

Sourcels

Action

organised as 1) knowledge and
understanding 2) skills 3) values and
attitudes. Performance outcomes are
not just skills-based.

All outcomes must be expressed in
measurable terms and clearly convey
the degree to which students are to
participate in the course and be
assessed.

Some schools expressed concern
that there are fewer HSC course
outcomes than Preliminary course
outcomes, giving the perception that
the HSC course is less rigorous.

Major Study Dance and Technology
outcomes are only noted in the HSC
course.

‘Dance as an artform’ should not be
a separate outcome and should be
incorporated into the outcomes for
the three components.

Various
schools/surveys
DET

Systems &
Academics

Various
schools/surveys
Teachers meeting

Various
schools/surveys
Systems &
Academics

DET

Various schools
DET

Objectives are amended to
address the requests.

A statement that Preliminary
outcomes are progressive and
are subsumed in the HSC
outcomes has been included
on page 12.

The outcomes for Dance and
Technology have been
incorporated into existing
outcomes. A new outcome has
been written and grouped with
Composition outcomes (page
14).

‘Dance as an artform’ has
been retained as a separate
outcome and has been applied
to all course component
outcomes.

10
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SHRDTE Issues Sourcels Action
ltem
* Many suggestions given to refine the | Various The outcomes have been
outcomes. schools/surveys amended.
NSW FP&C
Teachers meeting
» Key competency statement is very Systems & The Key competency
long and confusing. Academics statement has been rewritten
DET (page 16)
Mixed response
* There is much confusion relating to | Various The section of Content about
the issue of “dance styles”. The schools/surveys Dance core study (page 18)
content has been written in broad Teachers meeting has been amended to explain
terms in order not to advocate, name what students will learn in this
or limit specific styles of dance. The part of the course. The
surveys indicate many amended definition of dance as
interpretations of the content such an artform is incorporated into
as: Content in the three
Content 1. the broadening of the base of the components. This moves the

syllabus to include other dance
styles has downgraded the
course

2. the broadening of the base of the
syllabus does not cater for
classical ballet students

3. more detail is desired to provide
information on what is to be
taught.

focus of the syllabus away from
“styles” and to the Aim of the
syllabus which is the study of
dance as an artform.

1
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Syllabus Issues Sourcels Action
Item
* There is much confusion with the Various » References to Basic Dance
references to Basic Dance schools/surveys Technique have been
Technique and its description as “an | Teachers meeting amended to Dance Technique
eclectic fusion of the best elements DET as suggested during
of theatrically based dance consultation (pages 19, 29).

techniques”. There is the suggestion
to remove “basic” and to describe
Dance Technique that incorporates
aspects of Modern Dance technique
and Classical Ballet technique.

« There is disagreement about the Various » Dance Technique provides a
most appropriate training technique | schools/surveys sound grounding that
for Performance in the Preliminary addresses the needs of all
and HSC courses. Suggestions students regardless of their
include: prior dance knowledge.

1. Training should be non stylistic

2. The most appropriate training
technique is Modern Dance
technique

3. Classical Ballet students should
be allowed to train in Classical
Ballet technique

4. A modern dance focus reflects
what is taught in city schools and
is not reflective of the situation in
country schools.

12
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Syllabus Issues Sourcels Action
ltem
Composition content needs to be Various Composition content has been
more clearly organised with an schools/surveys reorganised in the final syllabus
introductory statement and the use DET to reflect the nature of the
of consistent terminology subject (page 22).
throughout.
There is general agreement that Various Seminal artists and works and
Appreciation content be organised schools/surveys a definition have been
around the study of “seminal BCC incorporated in the
artists/works” rather than Appreciation content of the final
performers. syllabus (page 34).
Major Study components need Various Major Study content in the final
reworking to reflect the intended schools/surveys syllabus has been amended to
syllabus outcomes. DET reflect the outcomes.
Equity issues and provision of Various schools The Major Study Dance and
resources are raised regarding the DET Technology component options
Major Study Dance and Technology | NSW FP&C remain in the syllabus as they
options. are not mandated.
There is disagreement with the Various “Personal style” has been
inclusion of “original and individual schools/surveys reinstated in Composition
movements” in Composition criteria. | BCC Exam Criteria in the final
Course There is the suggestion to reinstate | Consultation syllabus (pages 62, 64, 66, 68).

Requirements

“‘personal style”.

meetings

13
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Syllabus Issues Sourcels Action
ltem
» The Appreciation exam model of four | Various The number of questions has
extended response questions is too | schools/surveys been reduced to two questions
restrictive and does not provide the BCC to provide for a more indepth
opportunity for greater indepth study | Systems & response to complex content
and responses. Academics (pages 57-58).
DET
* The Major Study Appreciation exam | Various schools The exam time for Major Study
time of 1 1/4 hours does not allow DET Appreciation has been retained
students to answer using more BCC at 1 1/4 hours as this provides
intense study. sufficient time for students to
respond to the proposed
examination (page 58).
» The Major Study Dance and Various schools The Manifesto for the Major
Technology Manifesto is inequitable Study Dance and Technology
in relation to the requirements of has been retained.
other Major Study options.
General agreement
Post-School |« The information must be clarified Various Noted. Post-school section
Opportunities and be more specific to dance. schools/surveys rewritten for all syllabuses
DET (page 50).
General agreement that the inclusion of | Various The Glossary is revised and
a Glossary is vital, and that the schools/surveys extended in the final syllabus to
Glossary proposed Glossary needs reworking. It | NSW FP&C include syllabus terms (page
is to be extended to include terms DET 75).

referred to in the syllabus document.

15
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Syllabus Issues Sourcels Action
ltem
General agreement
» The sample assessment items need | Various The Sample HSC Assessment

Dance Stage
6 Sample
HSC
Assessment
ltems

to reflect a broad range of
assessment tools that demonstrate
how the content can be assessed.

The focus of the viva voce questions
to be reworked.

schools/surveys

Various
schools/surveys

items are revised to reflect a
diverse range of assessment
tools that enable the content to
be assessed. They are
included in the Sample Paper
and Examination
Specifications.

The viva voce questions have
been reworked to include safe
dance practice and
interpretation.

Dance Stage
6 Draft
Performance
Bands

General agreement

The draft performance bands do not
allow for accurate reporting of a
student’s achievement in each of the
components.

Various
schools/surveys
DET

NSW FP&C

The draft Performance Bands
have been rewritten but not
reorganised. They explain the
range of achievement that
students can actualise in the
three components of
Performance, Composition and
Appreciation through a study of
Dance, not in the individual
components.

16
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Syllabus Issues Sourcels Action
ltem
Dance as an artform is to be DET The syllabus has been built
explained and incorporated in the Various around dance as an artform so
final syllabus so that it is coherent, schools/surveys that the needs of all dance
rigorous and challenging for all students are met, regardless of
dance students. their knowledge of particular
dance styles.
The needs of students who wish to Various Opportunities are provided
study Classical Ballet are not schools/surveys within the syllabus for Classical
satisfactorily addressed. Cecchetti Society Ballet students to perform their
Ausdance Major Study in classical ballet.
Styles Meeting They will be assessed with a
generic criteria that is
applicable to all performances
regardless of dance style.
Overall
Evaluation The issue of Dance Styles has been | Various

raised in reference to all three

components of the Dance Syllabus —

1. Performance: a) training
technique; b) solo dance

2. Composition a) who performs
the Major Study Composition
work

3. The focus of Appreciation
content on “seminal
artists/works” rather than
performing artists.

schools/surveys
Cecchetti Society
Ausdance

Styles Meeting
FATD

The syllabus has been
developed around the notion of
Dance as an Artform, rather
than particular styles of dance.
This enables all students to
study dance, regardless of their
experience in and knowledge
of a particular dance style.

The selection of Prescribed
seminal artists and work in
Major Study Appreciation will
accessible for all students.

17
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Syllabus Issues Sourcels Action
ltem

* Issues of equity in relation to Various * Major Study Related is position
resources for Major Study schools/surveys within the syllabus as an option
Appreciation and access to Major NSW FP&C and is therefore not mandated.
Study Related options has been
frequently raised.

18
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4. Responses

Written responses were received from the following individuals and groups:

Individuals

Name

School/Group

Shane Carroll

Freelance Teacher

Valrene Tweedie

Australian Academy of Ballet/Cecchetti Society of

Australia

David Spurgeon

University of New South Wales

Jacqueline Hicks

St. Andrews College: JPII Campus

Margaret Markham

The McDonald College

Susan Stinson

Abbotsleigh

R. Blanch Emmaus Catholic College
Carolyn Chew St. Patricks College
Robin Amm Newtown High School of the Performing Arts

Joanne Grace

Newtown High School of the Performing Arts

John Mullins

Newtown High School of the Performing Arts

Leisa Munns

Newtown High School of the Performing Arts

Helen McFadzen

Campbelltown Performing Arts High School

Janet Ashiabor

Newtown High School of the Performing Arts

G. Schofield

Campbelltown High School for the Performing
Arts

Sheree Henman-Elwin

Wagga Wagga Technology High

Melissa Jacka

St Marys Senior High School

Craig Teece

Riverside Girls High School

Louise Leary

Campbelltown Performing Arts High School

Justine Churchill

Junee High School

Shana Jefferies

Port Macquarie High School

M. Mawkes Newcastle High School
J. Harris Trinity Catholic College
Norman Hall The McDonald College
Sue Coen North Sydney Girls High School

Terry Fitzgerald

The Alexander School

Robin Shute

Cheltenham Girls High School

T. Jonozyk

19
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Name School/Group
Betty Barnes University of Technology, Sydney
Cheryl Large Mackellar Girls High School
Groups
Group

NSW Federation of Parents and Citizens Association of NSW (Council)

Ausdance NSW

The Federal Association of Teachers of Dancing (Australia) Limited

Kingscliff High School

Department of Education and Training
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