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2001 Higher School Certificate Specimen Examination Paper

English (ESL)
Introduction

This booklet contains the specimen examination papers for the 2001 Higher School
Certificate examination in English (ESL). A mapping grid is also included, showing
how each question in the examination relates to the syllabus outcomes and content, and
to the performance bands.

The specimen papers show the format of the New HSC examination. They have been
printed on A4 paper and side-stapled to make it convenient for use in schools. Actual
examination papers will be produced as A4 booklets. All New HSC papers will be
printed on white paper.

The 2001 HSC specimen papers have been produced in accordance with the Board’s
Principles for Setting HSC Examinations in a Standards-Referenced Framework,
published in Board Bulletin Volume 8 Number 9 (Nov/Dec 99). Questions are closely
related to the outcomes of the course, and the papers as a whole are structured to allow
for appropriate differentiation of student performance at all levels on the performance
scale.

The papers have been designed so that students have a clear understanding of what they
are required to do in each question and in working through the paper(s). Instructions
have been standardised, and the demands of the questions have been made explicit. Key
words in questions, such as ‘discuss’, ‘analyse’, and ‘explain’, have been used
consistently in accordance with the glossary published in the Board’s Assessment
Support Document.

These specimen papers are examples of the types of examination that could be prepared
within the examination specifications in the English Stage 6 Syllabus. Examinations
will be based on the syllabus, and will test a representative sample of syllabus
outcomes. Therefore, the range and balance of outcomes tested in HSC examinations in
2001 and subsequent years may differ from those addressed in the specimen papers.

The mapping grid is an important feature of the development of the examination. It aids
in ensuring that the examination as a whole samples a range of content and outcomes,
and allows all students the opportunity to demonstrate their level of achievement.
Where courses have components in the examination other than written papers, the grid
indicates the wider range of outcomes that are assessed by including these other
components.

There are a number of points to note in considering the English (ESL) specimen papers:

• A rubric indicating general criteria for judging performance has been placed at the
beginning of each section of each paper to clearly indicate the factors that will be
used to assess responses to the question(s). These criteria are in addition to criteria
specific to each question.

• In Paper 1, the number of parts and the marks allocated to each part in Question 1
and Question 2 may vary from year to year.



• In Paper 2, the questions that require a critical response or an imaginative response
may vary from year to year.

• In Paper 2, particular questions may direct students to refer to particular parts of
prescribed texts. For example, specific poems or ballads or stories may be referred
to in the question.

• In Paper 2, there can be a single question that is inclusive of all the prescribed texts
within an elective, or questions can be separate and specific for each of the
prescribed texts in an elective.

• In Paper 2, questions may not always require students to refer to ‘a variety of other
related texts of your own choosing’. Specific questions may direct students to refer
only to the prescribed text in their response.

• A separate transcript of the text for the Listening Paper has been included to
illustrate the approximate length of the passage on the tape that will be provided for
the HSC 2001 examination.



English (ESL)
HSC Specimen Examination Mapping Grid

For each item in the examination, the grid shows the marks allocated, the syllabus content and syllabus
outcomes it relates to, and the bands on the performance scale it is targeting. The range of bands shown
indicates the performance candidates may be able to demonstrate in their responses. That is, if an item is
shown as targeting Bands 3 – 5, it indicates that candidates who demonstrate performance equivalent to the
Band 3 descriptions should be able to score some marks on the item, while those who perform at Band 5 or
above could reasonably be expected to gain high marks. In the case of one-mark items, candidates who
demonstrate performance at or above the bands shown generally could be expected to answer the item
correctly.

Question Marks Content Syllabus
outcomes

Targeted
performance

bands

Paper 1
1(a) 1 Language Study within an Area of Study H6, H9 2 – 3
1(b) 1 Language Study within an Area of Study H4, H6 2 – 3
1(c) 2 Language Study within an Area of Study H5 2 – 5
1(d) 3 Language Study within an Area of Study H4, H5, H6 2 – 5
1(e) 3 Language Study within an Area of Study H4, H5, H6 2 – 5
2(a) 3 Language Study within an Area of Study H2, H5, H6, H7 2 – 5
2(b) 6 Language Study within an Area of Study H1, H2, H4, H6 2 – 6
2(c) 6 Language Study within an Area of Study H11, H12 2 – 6

3 20 Language Study within an Area of Study H1, H2, H3, H4,
H5, H6, H9, H11

2 – 6

Paper 2
1(a) 20 Experience Through Language – Telling

Stories
H1, H4, H5, H6,
H9, H11, H12

2 – 6

1(b) 20 Experience Through Language – Telling
Stories

H1, H4, H5, H6,
H9, H11, H12

2 – 6

1(c) 20 Experience Through Language – Telling
Stories

H1, H4, H5, H6,
H9, H11, H12

2 – 6

1(d) 20 Experience Through Language – Telling
Stories

H1, H4, H5, H6,
H9, H11, H12

2 – 6

2(a) 20 Experience Through Language –
Dialogue

H1, H4, H5, H6,
H9, H11, H12

2 – 6

2(b) 20 Experience Through Language –
Dialogue

H1, H4, H5, H6,
H9, H11, H12

2 – 6

2(c) 20 Experience Through Language –
Dialogue

H1, H4, H5, H6,
H9, H11, H12

2 – 6

2(d) 20 Experience Through Language –
Dialogue

H1, H4, H5, H6,
H9, H11, H12

2 – 6

3 20 Texts and Society – Living and Working in
the Community

H1, H2, H5, H8,
H11, H12

2 – 6

4 20 Texts and Society – English for Study H1, H2, H5, H8,
H11, H12

2 – 6

Listening Paper
1(a) 2 Listening Skills H1 2 – 5
1(b) 2 Listening Skills H1, H6, H10 2 – 5

2 4 Listening Skills H6 2 – 4
3 1 Listening Skills H1, H5, H6 2 – 3
4 6 Listening Skills H5, H7 2 – 6



Texts two, three and four deal with different perspectives on families. Examine these texts,
then answer Question 2 on page 5.

– 4 –

Text four

Parents say that the
main problems in
bringing up children
are:

• peer group pressure

• use of drugs and
alcohol

• values and attitudes
promoted through
the media

Teenagers say the
characteristics they
most like in a parent
are:

• respecting privacy

• giving them a
chance to explain
themselves

• being understanding

Feelings tug and move us as we float, cut
loose from old moorings, drifting and
steering, joining up and separating out.
It’s the dance of advance and retreat; give
me room to grow, but give me comfort.

Text two

Text three

Families have changed. Now they can be blended families, single parent families
or the group we choose to live with.



Question 2 (15 marks)

(a) Examine the picture and the words in Text two. How are ideas and feelings
about family relationships communicated through the picture and the words?

(b) Explain how TWO different perspectives on family are communicated through
Texts two, three and four.

You should write between 80 and 100 words.

(c) Read the following advertisement, and respond:

COMPETITION!

Over $50 000 worth of prizes to be won!

In approximately 80 words, write about an ideal family.

Conditions of entry:

You may write about families represented in the stimulus
material, or a fictional family.

6

6

3

Marks

– 5 –



Section II

Total marks (20)
Attempt Question 3
Allow about 40 minutes for this section

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:

� demonstrate understanding of the ways perspective shapes meaning
� organise, develop and express ideas using language appropriate to audience, purpose and

context

– 6 –

Question 3 (20 marks)

‘Meaning is influenced by the perspective from which events and
experiences are presented.’

How have the texts you have studied this year demonstrated the truth of this statement?

In your answer you should refer to your TWO prescribed texts, ONE text from the prescribed
stimulus booklet Changing, and other texts of your own choosing.

The prescribed texts are:

• Prose Fiction – Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart

or

– Brian Caswell & David Phu An Chiem, Only the Heart

or

– James Maloney, Gracey

• Drama – Brian Clark, Whose Life is it Anyway?

or

– Willy Russell, Educating Rita

• Poetry – Miroslav Holub, in Ken Watson, (Ed.) Imagined Corners
* Brief Reflection on Accuracy
* Brief Thoughts on Exactness
* Brief Reflection on Laughter
* Brief Thoughts on Laughter
* Brief Thoughts on a Test-Tube
* Brief Reflection on Test-Tubes
* Minotaur’s Thoughts on Poetry
* The Minotaur’s Thoughts on Poetry



or

– Peter Skrzynecki, Immigrant Chronicle
* Feliks Skrzynecki
* 10 Mary Street
* Migrant hostel
* Post card
* Kornelia Woloszczuk
* Crossing the Red Sea
* Chronic ward

• Media – William Fitzwater, Through Australian Eyes
Students choose any three of the series

• Nonfiction – Carmel Bird (Ed.), The Stolen Children – Their Stories

End of paper

– 7 –
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English (ESL)
Paper 2 — Modules

2001
H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E

S P E C I M E N  E X A M I N AT I O N

Pages 2 – 4

Total marks (20)
• Attempt either Question 1 or Question 2

• Allow about 30 minutes for this section

Page 5

Total marks (20)
• Attempt either Question 3 or Question 4

• Allow about 30 minutes for this section

Section II

Section I

General Instructions
• Reading time – 5 minutes

• Working time – 1 hour

• Write using blue or black pen



Section I – Module A: Experience Through Language

Total marks (20)
Attempt either Question 1 or Question 2
Allow about 30 minutes for this section

Answer the question in a writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:

� demonstrate understanding of the ways meaning is shaped through either narrative or
dialogue

� organise, develop and express ideas using language appropriate to audience, purpose and
form

– 2 –

Question 1 — Elective 1: Telling Stories (20 marks)

(a) Prose Fiction – George Orwell, Animal Farm 

Explain how TWO key elements of narrative are used in Animal Farm to make the story
interesting.

OR

(b) Prose Fiction – Allan Baillie, The China Coin

‘To tell a story is to give someone a voice.’

Choose a character from The China Coin whose version of an event or situation has NOT
been told.

Imagine that you are that character. Retell the event or situation in the story from the
point of view of your chosen character.

OR

Question 1 continues on page 3



Question 1 (continued)

(c) Poetry – Paul Richardson et al., Snapshots of Planet Earth 

Imagine that you are Lulu, from the ballad What has happened to Lulu?

Write your story using elements of narrative to engage your audience.

OR

(d) Film – Giuseppe Tornatore, Cinema Paradiso

‘A good story appeals to all of us.’

Explain how elements of narrative are used to engage an audience in Cinema Paradiso
and in at least ONE other related text of your own choosing.

OR

Question 2 — Elective 2: Dialogue (20 marks)

(a) Drama – Alex Buzo, Norm and Ahmed

Show how both Norm and Ahmed control the dialogue at significant points in the play.

In your answer, refer to the following extract and to other parts of Norm and Ahmed.

AHMED: Yes. Now if you’ll excuse me, I’ll –

NORM: Do you know what? You’re insulting me, do you know that? Eh? You’re
insinuating that I’m some kind of drunken pervert.

AHMED: Oh no, you have misconstrued my actions. I think nothing of the kind.

NORM: Then why do you keep backing away, eh? Answer me that.

AHMED: Well . . . I mean . . . it’s late. It’s late at night.

NORM: I know it’s late. That’s no reason. You think you’re a bit above me. You
don’t want to talk to me. I’m insulted. If you think I’m a drunken perv,
why don’t you say so? Why don’t you come right out and say it?

AHMED: I’m very sorry if you think that. Perhaps I have shown bad manners. 
I offer my humble apologies.

OR

(b) Film – Baz Luhrmann, Strictly Ballroom

Imagine you are Scott in the film Strictly Ballroom. Explain how dialogue with others
has influenced your decisions at significant times through the film.

OR 

Question 2 continues on page 4

– 3 –



Question 2 (continued)

(c) Poetry – Komninos, Komninos by the Kupful

How are characters and situations created through spoken language?

In your answer, refer to the poetry of Komninos and at least ONE other related text of
your own choosing.

The prescribed poems are:

* hillston welcome
* eat
* drunken derelict
* diary of a residency
* thomastown talk

OR

(d) Prose Fiction – Maureen McCarthy, In Between Series

How are the lives of characters represented through dialogue?

In your answer you should refer to characters from the In Between Series and at least
ONE other related text of your own choosing.

The prescribed text is:

Maureen McCarthy, In Between Series
* Angie
* Saret
* Alex
* Fatima

– 4 –



Question 3 — Elective 1: Living and Working in the Community (20 marks)

Scenario:

Your local council wants to build a new swimming and recreation complex in an existing park
which is used for recreation. It is to have indoor and outdoor swimming pools, a gymnasium,
restaurants, food stalls and parking for over 200 cars. 

Task:

You are a member of the local community who wants to campaign for or against this idea. 

Write an article for a community newsletter in which you express your view about the
proposed complex and provide an outline of the campaign you intend to conduct. 

OR 

Question 4 — Elective 2: English for Study (20 marks)

Write a speech you will make to a Year 11 class on the topic:

The value of learning how to learn.

End of paper

Section II – Module B: Texts and Society

Total marks (20)
Attempt either Question 3 or Question 4
Allow about 30 minutes for this section

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:
� organise, develop and communicate information, ideas, attitudes and beliefs
� use language appropriate to audience, purpose and context

– 5 –
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English (ESL)
Listening Paper

2001
H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E

S P E C I M E N  E X A M I N AT I O N

Total marks (15)

• Attempt Questions 1– 4

General Instructions
• Working time – 30 minutes 

including reading time and listening
time

• Write using blue or black pen

• Write your Centre Number and
Student Number at the top of this
page

Centre Number Student Number



Total marks (15)
Attempt Questions 1 – 4

Anwer the questions in the spaces provided.

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you:

� demonstrate understanding of the relationship between language, text, audience and
purpose

The Listening Task

You are about to hear an interview between the radio broadcaster, Richard Glover (702, ABC,
Sydney), and local inventor, Mick Steel. During this interview Richard Glover asks Mick Steel
about his invention that was used to rescue a flood victim in Kempsey, NSW, in July 1999.

Before you hear the recording you will have two minutes to read the questions printed on this
paper. 

As you are listening to the recording, follow the questions. You may write notes if you wish in
the Candidate’s Notes spaces provided on pages 3, 4 and 5. Anything you write in the
Candidate’s Notes section will NOT be marked.

You will hear the recording, then the questions will be read aloud. You will hear the recording
a SECOND time, and then you will be given time to write the answers. 

– 2 –



Question 1 (4 marks)

(a) What is the purpose of Richard Glover’s introduction?

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

(b) Describe TWO techniques used by Richard Glover to make this an effective
introduction.

(i) ...................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

(ii) ...................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

Question 2 (4 marks)

In your own words, summarise the following aspects of the rescue that Mick Steel
attended. Write your summary under the following headings:

• Conditions of the river at the time of the rescue

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

Question 2 continues on page 4

4

2

2

Marks

– 3 –

CANDIDATE’S NOTES. These notes will NOT be marked.



Question 2 (continued)

• The time involved in completing the rescue

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

• The people involved in the rescue (including Mick Steel, the inventor of the 
rescue equipment)

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

• The outcome of the rescue

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

Question 3 (1 mark)

What is Richard Glover’s attitude to the role of the inventor in the rescue?

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

1

Marks

– 4 –

CANDIDATE’S NOTES. These notes will NOT be marked.



Question 4 (6 marks)

Describe THREE different techniques used in the radio interview to make the
rescue of Shaun Clark interesting to a radio audience.

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................

End of paper

6

Marks

– 5 –

CANDIDATE’S NOTES. These notes will NOT be marked.
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English (ESL)
Listening Paper Transcript

2001
H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E

S P E C I M E N  E X A M I N AT I O N



TRANSCRIPT OF RADIO INTERVIEW

RICHARD GLOVER: A man who spent more than 12 hours clinging to a tree in the middle
of a swollen river on the State’s mid-north coast can thank a local
inventor for his rescue.

32-year-old Shaun Clark had been attempting to cross the Turumbah
Creek, south of Kempsey, yesterday afternoon when his car was
washed away by rising water.

Shaun climbed onto a tree where he was forced to spend the night. And
the State Emergency Service effected a rescue, despite the raging creek.

How did they effect a rescue? Well basically they put in a phone call to
a local whom they’d met some time before with an invention which he
said, some time before, might be helpful if they ever have flood
conditions.

So who is the local inventor? Mick Steel is his name and he joins us on
the line. Good afternoon.

MICK STEEL: Good afternoon.

GLOVER: Mick you’ve got a bit of a history in this area. You’ve invented things
before.

STEEL: That’s correct, yes. I’ve had one success and one that didn’t go quite so
well.

GLOVER: Right, but this time around you were focusing your attention on rescue
services, and I believe this story starts, oh a couple of months ago,
when you wandered into the local State Emergency Service and told
them about it.

STEEL: That’s right. I had developed the product and I made a presentation to
the State Emergency Service.

GLOVER: This is in Kempsey is it?

STEEL: That’s correct. They felt that it was a potentially useful piece of
equipment and in fact they ordered one on that night. I’ve since done a
couple of other presentations to the Volunteer Rescue Association and
also State Waterways. They have also been impressed enough to order
one of the units.

GLOVER: Okay, but you hadn’t delivered the unit in time. So, they got on the
phone and said ‘Look mate, bring in the sample’. Right?

STEEL: They didn’t have one so they asked me if I could bring one of my
sample models over.

– 2 –



GLOVER: And this was all in the middle of the drama last night, was it?

STEEL: That’s correct, yeah, my first phone call was probably 10.30, quarter to
11 last night. And that was the first I’d heard of it.

GLOVER: And then what, they just said ‘Look you remember that thing you
brought in, get it down here lad’?

STEEL: Yeah that’s right, ‘Can you bring it over for us?’ Which is basically
what we did.

GLOVER: Okay, you hop in your car. What scene greets you when you get there?

STEEL: Well when we got there, there were a couple of police and ambulance
vehicles parked on the side of, what I can only describe as a flooded
river. The State Emergency Service boat was on the other side. The
rescuers had spent the night within reach of the rescue victim, keeping
an eye on him, so to speak.

GLOVER: What was the state of the river at this time Mick?

STEEL: Oh mate if it wasn’t doing 35 kilometres an hour I’ll be very surprised.

GLOVER: Okay, so very turbulent.

STEEL: Moving very fast and very turbulent. Standing in water knee deep was
difficult.

GLOVER: Even knee deep, you felt like you were being swept off?

STEEL: Knee deep, you had to take very small steps and make sure that your
weight was evenly distributed.

GLOVER: So did you go in the boat?

STEEL: Yeah, I went up the river.

GLOVER: What, heart in your mouth was it?

STEEL: I have experience with small boats, but the guy that drove the boat
today, his first name was Don – and I’m afraid I didn’t get his surname
– but he’s the best small boat handler I’ve ever seen in my life.

GLOVER: You felt in safe hands.

Okay, so you’re in the boat, you’re reasonably close to the bloke, the
victim. Now describe your piece of equipment; the one you’ve
invented.

– 3 –



STEEL: Well, it resembles a flare gun.

It contains either 50 or 100 metres of nylon ribbon which has a
breaking strain of over 50 kilos. That is fired across to the victim so to
speak, the person who has the problem. They grab hold of the other end
of it, retrieve the other end, then the heavier line is attached to the
ribbon and drawn across the obstacle.

GLOVER: It sounds like a terrific idea. Just tell me quickly what the look on the
fellow’s face was. He must have been very pleased to see you!

STEEL: He was very, very pleased to see someone, when he was actually on
dry land.

GLOVER: There’s one fellow who’s never going to use the expression ‘mad
inventor’ again.

STEEL: Likely not.

GLOVER: I reckon we’re going to see it used around the country, are we, after
this?

STEEL: From the reaction of everyone that it has been presented to, I believe
there’s a niche market for this particular product.

GLOVER: As I say, the reaction of the fellow from the State Emergency Service
this morning who was talking about it, he just said ‘Fantastic, couldn’t
have done it without it, it was a terrific piece of equipment’.

STEEL: Well, it is also capable of firing illumination and distress flares. So it
has marine applications as well.

GLOVER: Yeah? Well, if I ever get lost in flood water, I want it to be in Kempsey.

STEEL: Well I’m hoping that our product is going to be a lot more widespread
in the next 6 to 8 months.

GLOVER: Okay, but I mean a nice example of where the person missing was right
next to the inventor who could help him.

STEEL: I am really pleased that I was able to, basically, be on the spot.

GLOVER: Good on you Mick. Thank’s a lot. Mick Steel, who invented the right
thing at the right time at the right place.

– End –
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