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The assessment items below have been developed as a guide to the kinds of questions that will be
set in the external examination.  For detailed advice, including advice on the text types that will be
used, refer to the ‘Assessment’ section of this syllabus.

Written Examination

Section 1: Listening and Responding

Part A

 Text
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Questions
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(a) Using information from the text, discuss the significance of No Rooz in general and the reasons it
has been considered so important in the life of Persian people in the past and in the present.

(b) Why did ancient Iranian kings grow seeds in their palaces?

(c) Why are eggs and live fish included in the Haft-seen?
 
(d) Why is Senjed included in the Haft-seen?

(e) What is the purpose of having apples in the Haft-seen?

(f) Apart from the items already referred to in parts (c), (d), and (e), name six other items
mentioned in the text that may be included in the Haft-seen.

Part B
Text 1
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Text 2
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Question

You are one of Homa Danesh’s fans. You have been invited to give a talk to a group of young
people on the significance of her life and work, particularly in relation to young people. Using
information from the two texts, write your talk.

Section 2: Reading and Responding

Part A
Text
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 Questions

(a) How could Amir-Kabir get a good education, even though he was not from a wealthy family?

(b) In approximately 50 to 70 words, describe Amir-Kabir’s character.

(c) What actions did Amir-Kabir take to advance Iran and improve the performance of the
government?

(d) Why was Amir-Kabir admired by everyone, including foreign diplomats and his enemies?

Part B
Text
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 Question
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Using information from the text, write a report for a Persian newspaper in which you highlight the
significance of Parvin’s life and her work from a literary point of view as well as the importance of
her role and contribution to the life of Persian women in society.

Section 3: Writing in Persian

1.

You are a youth representative of the Persian-speaking community and you work at a local
radio station. The radio station is running a series about the history and geography of
different countries. You have been asked by the producer of this program to present a
segment on a geographical feature of a Persian-speaking country and its significance.
Referring to the resources you have studied, write your speech.

2.

You are a member of a literary committee in your State. You have been asked to make a
speech on a prominent literary personality in the Persian-speaking world. Write your speech,
referring to the resources you have studied.

3.

You are a member of the Persian Society in your State. The society is considering publishing
a report on the challenges that Persian-speaking families face in Australia. You have been
asked to write a section of this report on the positive and negative aspects of raising
teenagers in this country from the perspective of Persian-speaking parents. Write your report,
referring to the resources you have studied during the year.


