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• Reading time – 5 minutes 

• Working time – 2 hours 

• Write using black or blue pen 
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Total marks – 60 

Section I Pages 2–5 

20 marks 

• Attempt all questions in this section 

• Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

Section II Pages 6–7 

20 marks 

• Attempt ONE question from Questions 12–15 

• Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

Section III Page 8 

20 marks 

• Attempt ONE question from Questions 16–19 

• Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

448 



Section I – Social and Cultural Continuity and Change 

20 marks 
Attempt all questions in this section 
Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

For multiple-choice questions, fill in the response oval next to the alternative that best answers 
the question. 

For other questions, answer in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the 
expected length of response. 

1 Which one of the following concepts includes people, groups, networks and 
institutions? 

1 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Environment 

Gender 

Society 

Technology 

2 Kim is able to influence others to agree to her point of view, even when they 
would not normally agree. 

1 

What is Kim demonstrating when she does this? 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Authority 

Conflict 

Cooperation 

Power 

3 In which of the following methodologies is it necessary for the researcher to be 
immersed in the culture they are studying? 

1 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Focus group 

Observation 

Content analysis 

Ethnographic study 
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4 1 You want to research participation rates of women in the Australian workforce. 
Which one of the following is the most appropriate methodology to use? 

(A) Interview 

(B) Action research 

(C) Statistical analysis 

(D) Personal reflection 

Use this information to answer Questions 5 and 6. 

Some statistics on the use of the social networking site ‘Facebook’ in 2009: 

•	 90% of college students in the USA have Facebook accounts and 
half of them log in every day. 

•	 Since June 2007, 33% of the Canadian population has joined 
Facebook 

•	 Facebook’s Australian population grew by 80% from June 2007 

5 The data best illustrate which one of the following? 1 

(A) Cooperation 

(B) Globalisation 

(C) Industrialisation 

(D) Tradition 

6 The data show the degree to which some people interact with media. Describe 3 
how your use of media affects your interaction within the micro and macro 
worlds. 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................... 
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7 Which of the following are ALL features of the macro world? 1 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

School, media and law 

Law, workplace and school 

Media, government and law 

Peers, family and government 

8 Which of the following pairs of techniques would be most useful for developing 
hypotheses for thinking about the future? 

1 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Role-plays and content analysis 

Interviews and scenario writing 

Simulation games and role-plays 

Feasibility studies and scenario writing 

9 Which one of these is an ethical consideration when conducting research? 1 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

The size of the sample 

The safety of participants 

The recording of the interview data 

Access to different cultural groups 

10 Briefly describe the traditional culture in the country you have studied. 3 

Country studied: ............................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
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11 ‘Modernisation is inevitable.’ 6 

Discuss this statement using examples. 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
 

...............................................................................................................................
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2010 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE SPECIMEN EXAMINATION 

Society and Culture 

Section II – Depth Studies 

20 marks 
Attempt ONE question from questions 12–15 
Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

Answer the question in a writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 

Question 12 – Popular Culture (20 marks) 

(a) Outline the impact of technology on ONE popular culture. 

(b) Explain how popular culture has influenced the development of your social and 
cultural identity. 

(c) Assess the implications of globalisation for ONE popular culture. 

3 

5 

12 

OR 

Question 13 – Belief Systems (20 marks) 

(a) For ONE belief system, outline the importance of:

 (i) one ritual

 (ii) one symbol. 

(b) Explain how the role of traditional and cultural heritage has changed in ONE 
belief system. 

(c) Discuss possible future directions for ONE belief system on a global scale. 

2 

2 

6 

10 

OR 
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Question 14 – Equality and Difference (20 marks) 

(a)	 Describe TWO inequalities faced by members within ONE society you have 4 
studied. 

(b)	 Explain the nature of power and authority within the society named in part (a). 4 

(c)	 Assess ways to reduce inequality for members of the society named in part (a). 12 

OR 

Question 15 – Work and Leisure (20 marks) 

(a)	 Outline the interrelationship of work and leisure. 2 

(b)	 Analyse how social class can affect leisure aspirations and opportunities. 8 

(c)	 Evaluate the influence of change on the way people work in the macro world. 10 

– 7 – 
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Section III – Depth Studies 
20 marks 

Attempt ONE question from questions 16–19 
Choose a DIFFERENT Depth Study from the one you chose in Section II 
Allow about 40 minutes for this section 

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you: 

■ demonstrate knowledge and understanding relevant to the question 

■ apply course concepts and language appropriate to the Depth Study 

■ analyse relationships within and between social and cultural groups 

■ present a sustained, logical and cohesive response 

Question 16 – Popular Culture (20 marks) 

Analyse the influence of institutional power on the acceptance and rejection of ONE popular 
culture. 

OR 

Question 17 – Belief Systems (20 marks) 

Assess the extent to which ideology influences the acceptance and rejection of belief systems. 

OR 

Question 18 – Equality and Difference (20 marks) 

Discuss ways that individuals and groups in ONE society can reduce discrimination. 

In your answer, refer to at least ONE of the following areas: 

• ‘race’ and ethnicity • health 

• location • social class 

• sexuality • age 

• gender • religion and belief systems. 

• disability 

OR 

Question 19 – Work and Leisure (20 marks) 

Evaluate the impact of conflict on work and leisure in ONE society. 

End of paper 

– 8 – © Board of Studies NSW 2009 

2010 HSC Specimen Paper 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


