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2008 Higher School Certificate Specimen Examination Paper 

 

Spanish Beginners 
 

Introduction 

This package contains: 

� a specimen examination paper for the 2008 Higher School Certificate written 

examination in Spanish Beginners (including a transcript of the Section I 

Listening texts);  

� a mapping grid, showing how each question in the examination relates to the 

syllabus outcomes and content, and to the performance bands; 

� sample marking guidelines for questions in Sections I, II and III; 

� the marking guidelines for the oral examination; 

� the performance band descriptions for Spanish Beginners, which have been 

modified to reflect the changes in the revised syllabus. 

 

The HSC examination in Spanish Beginners consists of a written paper worth 

80 marks and an oral examination worth 20 marks. The oral examination is a general 

conversation between the candidate and an examiner, in which they discuss the 

candidate�s personal world as it relates to the prescribed topics in the syllabus. The 

marking guidelines for the oral examination are also published on the Board�s website 

at http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/. 

 

This specimen paper has been produced in accordance with the Board�s Principles for 

Setting HSC Examinations in a Standards-Referenced Framework, published in Board 

Bulletin Volume 8 Number 9 (Nov/Dec 1999), which is available on the Board�s 

website at http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/bulletins/index.html. Questions are 

closely related to the outcomes of the course, and the papers as a whole are structured 

to allow for appropriate differentiation of student performance at all levels on the 

performance scale.  

 

The paper has been designed so that students have a clear understanding of what they 

are required to do in each question, and in working through the paper. Where key 

words such as �discuss�, �analyse�, and �explain�, appear in questions, they have been 

used consistently in accordance with the Board�s Glossary of Key Words (available 

on the Board�s website at http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/).  

 

This specimen paper is one example of the type of examination that could be prepared 

within the examination specifications in the revised Spanish Beginners syllabus. 

Examinations will be based on the syllabus, and will test a representative sample of 

syllabus outcomes. Therefore, the range and balance of outcomes tested in HSC 

examinations in 2008 and subsequent years may differ from those addressed in the 

specimen paper. In subsequent examinations, the style and structure of the questions 

may differ from those in this specimen paper. As a suite, the specimen papers for all 

the Beginners courses indicate a range of possible variations in terms of structure and 

question style. 

 

 



The mapping grid is an important feature of the development of the examination. It 

aids in ensuring that the examination as a whole samples a range of content and 

outcomes, and allows the full range students the opportunity to demonstrate their level 

of achievement. 

 

Marking guidelines are developed at the same time as the examination questions, and 

show the criteria to be applied to the responses to questions, together with the marks 

to be awarded in line with the quality of the responses. Where appropriate, a sample 

answer is provided. The sample answer is one example of the type of response that 

would be sufficient to gain full marks, and is included as an indication of the scope 

and depth required. For extended-response questions, performance is described at a 

number of levels of performance, each covering a range of marks. Marking guidelines 

may require some refinement at the marking centre to take account of unanticipated 

responses that students may present. In many cases, the standard described at each 

mark range will be made clear during pilot-marking by the selection of sample scripts. 

 

There are a number of points to note in considering the Spanish Beginners specimen 

paper: 

� The Spanish Beginners specimen paper is one of eight Beginners specimen 

papers. The syllabuses share a common structure, and the examination 

specifications are essentially the same for all eight syllabuses. The specimen 

examinations were developed together as a suite, so that some identical or similar 

items appear in a number of the specimen papers. This will not be the case for the 

HSC examinations. A number of the items in the papers have been sourced from 

recent Beginners HSC examinations, which reflects the similarities between the 

revised courses and the courses they replaced.  

 

� The format of the specimen paper follows the new examination specifications. 

The examination specifications allow variation in a number of aspects of the 

examination, such as the number of listening texts in Section I and the word limits 

for the two writing tasks in Section III. The eight Beginners specimen papers, as a 

suite, reflect a range of possible examinations. These aspects of HSC examination 

papers in 2008 and subsequent years may differ from the specimen paper.  

 

� Rubrics indicating general criteria for judging performance for extended response 

questions have been placed at the beginning of Parts A and B of Section III, to 

indicate the criteria that will be used to assess responses to the question(s). These 

criteria are in addition to criteria specific to each question.  

 

� Sample marking guidelines are included for one short-answer question from each 

of Section I � Listening and Section II � Reading, as well as for the three writing 

tasks in Section III. An indication of the range of marking guidelines for short-

answer questions can be gained by considering the sample Section I and Section II 

marking guidelines from across the suite of Beginners specimen papers.  



General Instructions

• Reading time – 10 minutes

• Working time – 2 hours and
30 minutes

• Write using black or blue pen

• Monolingual and/or bilingual
print dictionaries may be used

• Write your Centre Number and
Student Number at the top of
this page and pages 9 and 17

Total marks – 80

Pages 2–6

30 marks

• Attempt Questions 1–11

• This section should take approximately 40 minutes

Pages 9–15

30 marks

• Attempt Questions 12–15

• Allow about 1 hour for this section

Pages 17–20

20 marks

This section has two parts, Part A and Part B

• Allow about 50 minutes for this section

Part A – 10 marks

• Attempt Questions 16–17

Part B – 10 marks

• Attempt Question 18

Section III

Section II

Section I

Spanish Beginners

Centre Number

Student Number

2008
H I G H E R  S C H O O L  C E R T I F I C AT E  

S P E C I M E N  E X A M I N AT I O N  
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Section I — Listening

30 marks
Attempt Questions 1–11
This section should take approximately 40 minutes

You will hear ELEVEN texts. Each text will be read twice. The question for each text will be
read once before the first reading of the text. There will be a pause after the first reading in
which you may make notes. However, you may make notes at any time. You will be given
adequate time after the second reading to complete your answer. Answer the questions in
ENGLISH in the spaces provided. In the case of multiple-choice questions, tick the box that
corresponds to the correct response. You may proceed to Section II as soon as you have finished
Question 11.

Marks
Question 1 (1 mark)

Where does this conversation take place?

(A) In an office

(B) At the hairdresser’s

(C) In a department store

(D) In a doctor’s surgery

Question 2 (1 mark)

What type of text is this?

(A) A speech

(B) A news item

(C) An advertisement

(D) A phone message

1

1

Candidate’s
Notes



Question 3 (2 marks)

Who would be most likely to respond to this advertisement?

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Question 4 (2 marks)

Why is the teacher NOT happy with the student? 

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Question 5 (3 marks)

(a) What is the customer offered?

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

(b) Why does the customer finally decide to stay at the Hotel San
Miguel?

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

2

1

2

2

Candidate’s
Notes

Marks
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Question 6 (3 marks)

How does Cristina complete her sport choice form? 3

Candidate’s
Notes

Marks

– 4 –
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School Sport Choice

Tick your sport choice. In the remaining boxes state why you
have NOT chosen the other sports.

Sport Please complete ALL boxes

Basketball ✔

Volleyball

Bowling

Dance

Name

Cristina Thomsen



Question 7 (3 marks)

Complete the message that Marisol writes, giving details of the
restaurant.

Question 8 (3 marks)

Explain Pedro’s reaction to his mother’s suggestion.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Question 9 (3 marks)

Why does the tourist take the man’s advice?

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

3

3

3

Carmela, Nico rang to ...........................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

Candidate’s
Notes

Marks
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Section II ó Reading 

Question 12 (a) 

Outcomes assessed: H2.1, H2.2 

MARKING GUIDELINES 
Criteria Marks 

• Explains why the jobs are difficult to get 2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 

Some jobs need previous experience and others are very competitive. 
 
 
Question 13 (c) 

Outcomes assessed: H2.1, H2.2, H2.4 

MARKING GUIDELINES 
Criteria Marks 

• Demonstrates a sound understanding of the change of Natashaís emotions 3 

• Demonstrates a good understanding of the change of Natashaís emotions 2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 

She started by being very excited because she was looking forward to opening her presents. 
So then she was upset when no one else got up, because she thought the family didnít care 
about her. She was very relieved to later find out that they donít give presents in Spain until 
6th January ñ it was her mistake. 
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Question 15 (c) 

Outcomes assessed: H2.1, H2.2, H2.3, H2.4, H2.5 

MARKING GUIDELINES 

Criteria Marks 

• Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the way Paco responds to 

Miguel�s email 

• Supports the answer with relevant evidence from the text 
5 

• Demonstrates a good understanding of the way Paco responds to Miguel�s 

email 

• Supports the answer with some relevant evidence from the text 
3�4 

• Demonstrates some understanding of Paco�s response 2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 

He is superficially polite but quite dismissive in refusing a refund. He has an answer for each 

of Miguel�s complaints, eg computer records showing no specific room requirements, extra 

staff to carry luggage when the lift was out of order and it was the council that cut off the 

water. His only concession is to offer a 10% discount and free breakfast if Miguel decides to 

return. The implication is that he doesn�t much care if Miguel does not return. 
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Section III � Writing in Spanish 

Part A 

 

Question 16 

Outcomes assessed: H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, H3.1, H3.2, H3.3 

MARKING GUIDELINES 

Criteria Marks 

• Communicates ideas and information appropriate to audience, purpose and 

context  

• Applies knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and features to the 

task 

4 

• Communicates with some awareness of audience, purpose and context 

• Demonstrates some knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and 

features 
2�3 

• Produces some comprehensible language related to the task 1 
 

 

Question 17 

Outcomes assessed: H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, H3.1, H3.2, H3.3 

MARKING GUIDELINES 

Criteria Marks 

• Communicates relevant ideas and information appropriate to audience, 

purpose and context 

• Organises information and ideas coherently 

• Applies knowledge of a variety of vocabulary, language structures and 

features to the task 

6 

• Communicates with some awareness of audience, purpose and context  

• Organises ideas and information  

• Demonstrates knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and features 

4�5 

• Demonstrates some understanding of the requirements of the task 

• Demonstrates limited evidence of the ability to organise ideas 

• Demonstrates some knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and 

features 

2�3 

• Produces some comprehensible language related to the task 1 
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Part B 

 

Question 18 

Outcomes assessed: H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, H3.1, H3.2, H3.3 

MARKING GUIDELINES 

Criteria Marks 

• Presents and develops original ideas, information, and/or opinions relevant 

to context, purpose and audience 

• Organises information and ideas coherently 

• Demonstrates knowledge of a variety of vocabulary, language structures 

and features  

9�10 

• Presents and develops original ideas, information, and/or opinions mostly 

relevant to context, purpose and audience 

• Organises information and ideas 

• Demonstrates some knowledge of a variety of vocabulary, language 

structures and features 

7�8 

• Presents and develops some ideas, information, and/or opinions relevant to 

context, purpose and audience 

• Organises information and ideas with some coherence  

• Demonstrates some knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and 

features  

5�6 

• Presents some information relevant to the task 

• Demonstrates elementary knowledge of vocabulary, language structures 

and features  
3�4 

• Produces some comprehensible language related to the task 1�2 
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Conversation 

20 marks 

 

Outcomes assessed: H1.1, H1.2, H1.3 

 

Criteria Marks 

� Converses effectively by exchanging relevant information, opinions 

and comment  

� Uses acceptable intonation and pronunciation 

� Demonstrates an excellent control of a variety of vocabulary and 

language structures 

17 � 20 

� Converses using relevant information and opinions 

� Uses acceptable intonation and pronunciation in most instances 

� Demonstrates a sound knowledge of vocabulary and language 

structures 

13 � 16 

� Expresses relevant information and opinions in response to 

questions 

� Demonstrates some knowledge of vocabulary and language 

structures 

9 � 12 

� Responds to simple questions, using single words and some 

formulaic expressions  

� Demonstrates a basic knowledge of vocabulary and language 

structures 

5 � 8 

� Achieves minimal communication through the use of single words 

and formulaic expressions 
1 � 4 

 



SPANISH BEGINNERS PERFORMANCE BANDS 
  
  
The typical performance in this band:  
  

Band 6 
• Communicates effectively across a range of topics in spoken Spanish  
• Writes cohesive, well-structured texts appropriate to a range of audiences, 

purposes and contexts  
• Demonstrates an excellent control of vocabulary and language structures  
• Demonstrates an excellent understanding of a range of texts by identifying their 

audience, purpose and context; by interpreting and summarising information; 
and by drawing conclusions and justifying opinions about them 

Band 5 
• Communicates across a range of topics in spoken Spanish  
• Writes cohesive texts appropriate to audience, purpose and context  
• Demonstrates a good control of vocabulary and language structures   
• Demonstrates a good understanding of a range of texts by identifying their 

audience, purpose and context; by interpreting and summarising information; 
and by drawing some conclusions and justifying opinions about them 

Band 4 
• Communicates ideas and information in spoken Spanish  
• Writes texts with some regard to audience, purpose and context, linking ideas 

and information  
• Demonstrates some control of vocabulary and language structures  
• Demonstrates a general understanding of and identifies some specific 

information in a range of texts 

Band 3 
• Communicates some ideas and information in familiar contexts in spoken 

Spanish  
• Writes texts with some regard to purpose   
• Demonstrates a basic knowledge of Spanish vocabulary and applies Spanish 

grammar and syntax inconsistently  
• Demonstrates a general understanding of straightforward texts and identifies 

some specific information in more complex ones 

Band 2 
• Understands some simple questions and responds in comprehensible spoken 

Spanish  
• Writes some words, phrases and sentences in comprehensible Spanish  
• Identifies some information in texts 

Band 1 
 

 




