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language and culture of Vietnamese-speaking communities — underlies the study of 
all the themes and topics.  

Students will be required to undertake an in-depth study. See HSC External 
Examination Specifications beginning on page 25. 

8.1.2 Texts 

Students will access the themes and topics through texts. They should be wide-
ranging and could include, for example, film, short story, song, newspaper article or 
documentary. While it is expected that students will study a range of oral and written 
texts in Vietnamese in their treatment of the themes, topics and sub-topics, it may be 
appropriate to discuss a text or texts in English. Similarly, the language used by 
students to respond to a text may be either Vietnamese or English, as appropriate. 
As a guide to those aspects of the topics that lend themselves to discussion in 
English, some sub-topics have been suggested for receptive use. They have been 
indicated by a dagger (†) in the Themes and Topics table. 

8.1.3 Vocational Education and Training 

In order to maximise opportunities for the student to gain recognition in nationally 
accredited Vocational Education and Training (VET), some teachers may wish to 
include modules endorsed within the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) in 
their programs.  

Schools wishing to integrate VET modules into courses will need to comply with the 
principles and procedures of the Australian Recognition Framework (ARF) and any 
specific State or Territory requirements for delivery, assessment, and certification of 
the VET. For further information, see Post-school Opportunities on page 20. 

8.2 Tasks 
This syllabus recognises the importance of tasks as an organising principle in 
structuring a program that allows the student to work towards meeting the objectives 
and learning outcomes.  

Tasks, broadly defined as opportunities for the purposeful use of language, must be 
selected and designed so that the student can develop and demonstrate knowledge, 
skills and understanding at increasingly complex levels. 

Tasks can be described as having five elements:  

• a purpose (a reason for undertaking the task that goes beyond the practice of the 
language for its own sake)  

• a context (this may be real, simulated or imaginary and may include aspects such 
as where, when, who is involved)  

• an audience (the person or people at whom the task is directed) 

• a process (thinking, problem-solving, creating)  

• a product (a result that can be described in terms of achievement of the purpose 
of the task and in the student’s overall cognitive development).  
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8.3 Texts 
Texts for receptive use will not be prescribed. Students are encouraged to read, view 
and listen to a wide range of texts, including authentic texts. They are expected to be 
able to produce the following written texts in the modern standard version of 
Vietnamese. 

 
article message recount 
diary entry note report 
email notice script of an interview 
letter postcard script of a speech or talk 

In the external oral examination students participate in a conversation and a 
discussion. 

8.4 Vocabulary 
While there is no prescribed vocabulary list, it is expected that the student will be 
familiar with a range of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions relevant to the themes 
and topics prescribed in the syllabus. 

8.4.1 Dictionaries 

The student should be encouraged to use dictionaries. It is expected that teachers 
will assist students to develop the necessary skills and confidence to use dictionaries 
effectively. 

Suitable editions are published with the Resources on the Board of Studies’ website 
(www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au). Further information is also provided in the 
External Examinations section in this syllabus. 

8.5 Grammar 
Grammar can be referred to as the organisation of, and relationship between, all the 
elements that constitute a language as it functions.  

There are many different theories of grammar and a number of different approaches 
towards its teaching and learning. The categories used below are not intended to 
promote any particular theory of grammar or to favour one methodology over 
another.  

It is recognised that students will already have acquired a significant understanding 
of the function of grammar in Vietnamese through prior knowledge or study of 
Vietnamese. 

However, developing students’ ability to convey meaning effectively in a range of 
contexts will necessarily involve extending their awareness of the system of 
structures underlying the language, as well as their ability both to apply and adapt 
this knowledge. 

The following grammatical structures are those that students studying Vietnamese  
in a Continuers course are expected to recognise and use. 
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structures underlying the language, as well as their ability both to apply and adapt
this knowledge.

The following grammatical structures are those that students studying Vietnamese
in a Continuers course are expected to recognise and use.

Grammatical
item

Sub-elements Example(s)

Tone distinction between six
tone markers

 ma, mæ, mø, m¬, m¿, mã

Intonation question, statement,
negation

lên gi„ng, xuÂng gi„ng

Initial
consonants

distinction between tr
and ch, s and x, v and d
etc

tr— − ch—; sa − xa; vì − dì

Final
consonants

distinction between n
and ng, c and t etc

{an − {ang; m»c − m»t

Punctuation comma, full stop, semi-
colon, colon, hyphen,
exclamation, question
mark etc

Hôm nay, tôi {i h„c.

Verbs tense:

present, past, future

{ang,dã, rÊi, s“, sƒp, hôm qua, hôm
nay, ngøy mai

voice:

active and passive Tôi ph¬t nfl. Nfl bfi ph¬t.

Adverb time, manner, place Lc 2 giÏ, Ì ViŸt Nam, r`t {”p.

Noun common/proper, sông, C¯u Long
singular/plural, nhæ, nhi÷u nhø
compound æo quÀn, thÔ {iŸn

Pronoun personal, demonstrative,
interrogative

tôi, ông, kia, ai, gì

Adjective single/compound {”p, duyên dæng,
comparative/superlative b≈ng, hÍn, nhÃt
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Grammatical
item

Sub-elements Example(s)

Numeral cardinal, mÈt, hai,
ordinal thˆ nh`t, thˆ nhì

Phrase types adverbial, noun, verb
and adjectival

Nfli mÈt cæch tÁng quæt.
Hai h„c sinh gi·i {ıÔc lãnh
phÀn thıÌng.
Ch bœ {ang {i chÀm hŒm.
[”p tuyŸt vÏi

Sentence
types

statement, affirmative,
negative, question

Tr— em ViŸt Nam h„c ch√m ch‹.
Em `y læ ngıÏi ViŸt.
Tôi không ht thuÂc.
B¬n thích mfln √n ViŸt Nam không?

simple, compound Tôi {’n tr◊.
Tôi {’n tr◊ vì tôi bfi k”t xe.

Cohesive
devices

coordinating
conjunctions

vâ, hay

connective particles th’, thì, mø
response words and
polite particles

d¬, vâng, ¬

Style the forms of address:

contrast between written
and spoken forms

style variations related
to social relationships

distinction between
formal and informal
styles

thıa, kính thıa, thân m’n
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9  Course Requirements

For the Preliminary course:

•  120 indicative hours are required to complete the course.

For the HSC course:

•  the Preliminary course is a prerequisite

•  120 indicative hours are required to complete the course.
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10  Post-school Opportunities

The study of Vietnamese provides students with knowledge, understanding and skills
that form a valuable foundation for a range of courses at university and other tertiary
institutions.

In addition, the study of Vietnamese assists students to prepare for employment and
full and active participation as citizens. In particular, there are opportunities for
students to gain recognition in vocational education and training. Teachers and
students should be aware of these opportunities.

Recognition of Student Achievement in Vocational Education and Training
(VET)

Wherever appropriate, the skills and knowledge acquired by students in their study of
HSC courses should be recognised by industry and training organisations.
Recognition of student achievement means that students who have satisfactorily
completed HSC courses will not be required to repeat their learning in courses at
TAFE NSW.

Registered Training Organisations, such as TAFE NSW, provide industry training and
issue qualifications within the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF).

The degree of recognition available to students in each subject is based on the
similarity of outcomes between HSC courses and TAFE modules endorsed within the
Australian Qualifications Framework.

Teachers should contact the Board of Studies NSW for more information on VET
modules in Vietnamese.

Recognition by TAFE NSW

TAFE NSW conducts courses in a wide range of industry areas, as outlined each
year in the TAFE NSW Handbook. Under current arrangements, the recognition
available to students of Vietnamese in relevant courses conducted by TAFE is
described in the HSC/TAFE Credit Transfer Guide. This guide is produced by the
Board of Studies and TAFE NSW and is distributed annually to all schools and
colleges. Teachers should refer to this guide and be aware of the recognition
available to their students through the study of Vietnamese Stage 6. This information
can be found on the TAFE NSW website (www.tafensw.edu.au/mchoice).




