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BOSTES K-10 SYLLABUS DEVELOPMENT
PROCESS

The BOSTES process for the development of K-10 syllabuses to include Australian curriculum
content involves expert writers and opportunities for broad consultation with teachers and other
stakeholder groups in order to receive the highest quality advice from across the education
community.

This project will follow the BOSTES syllabus development process, recognising the substantial review
and development work that the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA),
together with all states and territories has undertaken.

The Languages K—10 Framework forms the basis for the development of the Chinese K-10 Draft
Syllabus and is structured according to the elements of a K-10 syllabus.

Each subsection of the Chinese K—10 Draft Syllabus addresses a syllabus component and includes
an explanation of the component’s purpose.

ASSISTING RESPONDENTS

The following icons are used to assist respondents:

This icon indicates general information that assists in reading or
for your . . . . .
. . understanding the information contained in the document. Text
information ) . . . .
introduced by this icon will not appear in the final syllabus.

g consult This icon indicates material on which responses and views are
sought through consultation.
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INTRODUCTION

THE K-10 CURRICULUM

The Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards NSW (BOSTES) syllabuses are
developed with respect to some overarching views about education. These include the BOSTES K-
10 Curriculum Framework and Statement of Equity Principles and the Melbourne Declaration on
Educational Goals for Young Australians (December 2008).

BOSTES syllabuses include agreed Australian curriculum content and content that clarifies the
breadth and depth of learning and scope for Languages. The Australian curriculum achievement
standards underpin the syllabus outcomes and the Stage statements for Early Stage 1 to Stage 5.

In accordance with the K—10 Curriculum Framework and the Statement of Equity Principles, the
Languages K—10 Framework takes into account the diverse needs of all students. It identifies
essential knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes. It outlines clear standards of what
students are expected to know and be able to do in K-10. It provides structures and processes by
which teachers can provide continuity of study for all students.

The K-10 Curriculum Framework also provides a set of broad learning outcomes that summarise the
knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes essential for all students in all learning areas to
succeed in and beyond their schooling.

The continued relevance of the NSW K—10 Curriculum Framework is consistent with the intent of the
Melbourne Declaration on the Educational Goals for Young Australians (December 2008), which sets
the direction for Australian schooling for the next ten years. There are two broad goals:

Goal 1: Australian schooling promotes equity and excellence
Goal 2: All young Australians become successful learners, confident and creative individuals, and

active and informed citizens.

The way in which learning in the Chinese K—10 Syllabus will contribute to the curriculum, and to
students’ achievement of the broad learning outcomes, will be outlined in the syllabus rationale.
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DIVERSITY OF LEARNERS

The Chinese K—10 Draft Syllabus is inclusive of the learning needs of all students. Syllabuses will be
designed to accommodate teaching approaches that support student diversity under the sections:
Students with special education needs; Gifted and talented students; Students learning English as an
additional language or dialect; Students with prior language learning.

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS

All students are entitled to participate in and progress through the curriculum. Schools are required to
provide additional support or adjustments to teaching, learning and assessment activities for some
students. Adjustments are measures or actions taken in relation to teaching, learning and assessment
that enable a student to access syllabus outcomes and content and demonstrate achievement of
outcomes.

Students with special education needs can access the K—10 outcomes and content in a range of
ways. Students may engage with:
e syllabus outcomes and content with adjustments to teaching, learning and/or assessment
activities
selected outcomes and content appropriate to their learning needs
outcomes from an earlier Stage, using age-appropriate content
selected Years 7-10 Life Skills outcomes and content appropriate to their learning needs.

Decisions regarding adjustments should be made in the context of collaborative curriculum planning
with the student, parent/carer and other significant individuals to ensure that syllabus outcomes and
content reflect the learning needs and priorities of individual students.

Further information can be found in support materials for:
e lLanguages

e Special education needs

e Life Skills Years 7-10.

GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS

Gifted students have specific learning needs that may require adjustments to the pace, level and
content of the curriculum. Differentiated educational opportunities assist in meeting the needs of gifted
students.

Generally, gifted students demonstrate the following characteristics:
e the capacity to learn at faster rates

e the capacity to find and solve problems

e the capacity to make connections and manipulate abstract ideas.

There are different kinds and levels of giftedness. Gifted and talented students may also possess

learning difficulties and/or disabilities that should be addressed when planning appropriate teaching,
learning and assessment activities.
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Curriculum strategies for gifted and talented students may include:

e differentiation: modifying the pace, level and content of teaching, learning and assessment
activities
acceleration: promoting a student to a level of study beyond their age group
curriculum compacting: assessing a student’s current level of learning and addressing aspects of
the curriculum that have not yet been mastered.

School decisions about appropriate strategies are generally collaborative and involve teachers,
parents and students with reference to documents and advice available from BOSTES and the
education sectors.

Gifted and talented students may also benefit from individual planning to determine the curriculum
options, as well as teaching, learning and assessment strategies, most suited to their needs and
abilities.

STUDENTS LEARNING ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL
LANGUAGE OR DIALECT (EAL/D)

Many students in Australian schools are learning English as an additional language or dialect
(EAL/D). EAL/D students are those whose first language is a language or dialect other than Standard
Australian English and who require additional support to assist them to develop English language
proficiency.

EAL/D students come from diverse backgrounds and may include:

e overseas and Australian-born students whose first language is a language other than English,
including creoles and related varieties

e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students whose first language is Aboriginal English, including
Kriol and related varieties.

EAL/D students enter Australian schools at different ages and stages of schooling and at different
stages of Standard Australian English language learning. They have diverse talents and capabilities
and a range of prior learning experiences and levels of literacy in their first language and in English.
EAL/D students represent a significant and growing percentage of learners in NSW schools. For
some, school is the only place they use Standard Australian English.

EAL/D students are simultaneously learning a new language and the knowledge, understanding and
skills of the Chinese K—-10 Syllabus through that new language. They require additional time and
support, along with informed teaching that explicitly addresses their language needs, and
assessments that take into account their developing language proficiency.

STUDENTS WITH PRIOR LANGUAGE LEARNING AND/OR
EXPERIENCE

Students can commence language study at any point along the K-8 continuum and with a range of
prior language experiences which include either the language of the syllabus or a different language.
They may have engaged with a language in either formal or less formal contexts. They may have
been exposed to a language through family members or student exchange. Students have started
school as mono-, bi- or plurilinguals. The Chinese K—-10 Syllabus aims to provide sufficient flexibility
through the differentiation of teaching and learning strategies, including content for students with prior
learning, to cater for the learning needs of all students.
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CHINESE KEY

The following codes and icons are used in the Chinese K-10 Draft Syllabus.

OUTCOME CODING

Syllabus outcomes will be coded in a consistent way. The code identifies the language, stage,
outcome number and the way content is organised.

Early Stage 1 to Stage 5 are represented by the following codes:

Stage

Code

Early Stage 1

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Stage 4

Stage 5

Gl [W|IN|FL|[OD

In the Chinese syllabus, outcome codes indicate subject, stage and outcome number and objective.

For example:

LCH5-2C

s

Languages Chinese Stage Outcome number Objective

Outcome code

Interpretation

LCH2-1C Languages, Chinese, Stage 2 - Outcome number 1 (Communicating)
LCH5-7U Languages, Chinese, Stage 5 - Outcome number 7 (Understanding)
LCHLS-2C Languages, Chinese, Life Skills - Outcome number 2 (Communicating)
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CODING OF AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM CONTENT

The syllabus will contain Australian curriculum content descriptions for Chinese in a generic form with
Australian curriculum codes in brackets at the end of each generic content description that relates to

the Chinese curriculum, for example:

e Initiate interactions with teacher and peers, exchange information and opinions on a range of
topics (ACLCHCO081)

ACLCHC103

Australian Languages Chinese Strand Element code
curriculum (Communicating,
Understanding)

Where a number of content descriptions are jointly represented, all description codes are included, eg
(ACLCHCO035, ACLCHUO036, ACLCHUO037).
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LEARNING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM ICONS

Learning across the curriculum content, including the cross-curriculum priorities, general capabilities
and other areas identified as important learning for all students, is incorporated and identified by icons
in the Chinese K—10 Draft syllabus.

Cross-curriculum priorities

& Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures

3] Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia

A Sustainability

General capabilities

o Critical and creative thinking

ik Ethical understanding

= Information and communication technology capability
) Intercultural understanding

- Literacy

B Numeracy

i Personal and social capability

Other learning across the curriculum areas

5 Civics and citizenship

% Difference and diversity

* Work and enterprise
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RATIONALE
® for your information

The rationale describes the distinctive nature of the subject and outlines its relationship to the
contemporary world and current practice. It explains the place and purpose of the subject in the
curriculum, including:

why the subject exists

the theoretical underpinnings

what makes the subject distinctive

why students study the subject

how it contributes to the purpose of the K—10 Curriculum Framework

how it prepares students for further schooling.

g consult

Learning languages provides the opportunity for students to engage with the linguistic and cultural
diversity of the world and its peoples, and to broaden their horizons in relation to personal, social,
cultural and employment opportunities in an increasingly interconnected and interdependent world.

Contemporary research and practice have established a clear link between the learning of languages
and improved literacy skills for both background speakers and second language learners. Learning
languages increases metalinguistic awareness, strengthens intellectual, analytical and reflective
capabilities, and enhances creative and critical thinking.

Chinese is the language of communication of approximately one quarter of the world’s population and
is one of the official languages of the United Nations. Chinese is recognised as one of the fastest
growing languages in NSW and has one of the largest groups of non-English background speakers in
Australia.

Current links between Australia and China are characterised by bilateral relationships in trade and
investment, as well as educational exchanges, and research and development in science and
technology. The movement of people and ideas, as well as economic, cultural and educational
exchange, adds to the richness and complexity of this relationship.

Chinese has been taught in Australian schools since the 1950s and experienced rapid growth in the
1980s. Chinese is recognised as an important language for young Australians to learn during their
schooling, as Australia progresses towards a future of increased trade and engagement with Asia.
Schools cater for increasingly varied cohorts of Chinese language learners, from non-background
learners to overseas-born Chinese speakers.

The ability to communicate in Chinese contributes significantly to socio-cultural understanding
between Australia and Chinese-speaking countries and areas, and enables students to gain insights
into the contributions that have been made by Chinese-speaking communities to Australian, and
indeed, to global society. For background speakers, this valuable learning experience is further
enhanced by the opportunity to maintain and develop their Chinese language skills and understanding
of their cultural heritage.

Chinese K—10 Draft Syllabus for consultation 8



The rich linguistic and cultural diversity of NSW, to which Chinese-speaking communities contribute
significantly, provides an educational environment where the study of languages and cultures is
valued as a unique and integral part of the K—10 curriculum.

Through learning languages, students acquire communication skills and extend their literacy
repertoires. They develop an intercultural capability and an understanding of the role of language and
culture in communication, and become more accepting of diversity and difference. They develop their
understanding of their own participation and ways of being in the world, and reflect on their own
heritage, values, culture and identity.

The study of Chinese in Kindergarten to Year 10 prepares students to engage with one of the
differentiated Chinese syllabuses available for study in Stage 6, and for future employment, within
Australia and internationally, in areas such as commerce, tourism, hospitality, education and
international relations.

Chinese K—10 Draft Syllabus for consultation 9



THE PLACE OF THE CHINESE K-10 SYLLABUS
IN THE K-12 CURRICULUM

® for your information

NSW syllabuses include a diagram that illustrates how the syllabus relates to the learning pathways
K—-12. This section places the K-10 syllabus in the K—12 curriculum as a whole.

,@5 consult

Prior-to-school learning
Students bring to school a range of knowledge, understanding and skills developed in home
and prior-to-school settings. The movement into Early Stage 1 should be seen as
a continuum of learning and planned appropriately.

The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia describes a range of opportunities
for students to develop a foundation for future success in learning.

s

Early Stage 1 — Stage 3
Chinese
Not a mandatory requirement for K-6

A 4
Stage 4
Chinese

Mandatory 100-hours of one language in one continuous 12-month period
(including Life Skills outcomes and content)

Stage 5
Chinese - Elective Course
(including Life Skills outcomes and content)

¥ A 4
Stage 6 Stage 6 Stage 6 Stage 6
Chinese Chinese Chinese Chinese
Beginners Continuers Heritage Background
Preliminary Preliminary Preliminary Speakers
HSC HSC HSC Preliminary
(Eligibility rules (Eligibility rules (Eligibility rules HSC

apply. Refer to the

BOSTES website)”

apply. Refer to the
BOSTES website)*

\ 4
Stage 6
Chinese

Extension
HSC
A

apply. Refer to the
BOSTES website)*

Community, other education and learning and workplace pathways

* Refer to the Eligibility for Stage 6 Languages Courses for more information.
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AlM

® for your information

In NSW syllabuses, the aim provides a succinct statement of the overall purpose of the syllabus. It
indicates the general educational benefits for students from programs based on the syllabus.

The aim, objectives, outcomes and content of a syllabus are clearly linked and sequentially amplify

details of the intention of the syllabus.

The aim of Chinese in Years K—10 is to enable students to communicate with others in Chinese, and
to reflect on and understand the nature and role of language and culture in their own lives and the
lives of others.

Chinese K—10 Draft Syllabus for consultation 11



OBJECTIVES

® for your information

In NSW syllabuses, objectives provide specific statements of the intention of a syllabus. They amplify
the aim and provide direction to teachers on the teaching and learning process emerging from a
syllabus. They define, in broad terms, the knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes to be
developed through study in the subject. They act as organisers for the intended outcomes.

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND SKILLS

COMMUNICATING

Students communicate in Chinese by:
e interacting — exchanging information, ideas and opinions, and planning, negotiating and taking
action

e accessing and responding — obtaining, processing and conveying information through a range
of spoken, written, digital and/or multimodal texts

® composing — creating spoken, written, bilingual, digital and/or multimodal texts.

UNDERSTANDING

Students understand and analyse in Chinese or English:

e systems of language — understanding the language system, including sound, writing, grammar
and text structure

e language variation and change — understanding and reflecting on how languages vary in use
(standard and non-standard varieties) and change over time and place
e therole of language and culture — understanding and reflecting on the role of language and

culture in the exchange of meaning, and considering how interaction shapes communication and
identity.

The Communicating and Understanding strands are interdependent and one or more of the objectives
may be emphasised at any given time, depending on the language and the stage of learning

VALUES AND ATTITUDES

Students:

e develop an interest in and enjoyment of language learning

e appreciate and value their own heritage, culture and identity

® appreciate and respect the culture, beliefs and values of others through language learning.

Values and attitudes are an integral part of the teaching and learning process. They are distinct from
knowledge, understanding and skills objectives and are not written with stage outcomes. Values and
attitudes should not be included in the assessment of student achievement of knowledge,
understanding and skills.
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OUTCOMES

® for your information

In NSW syllabuses, outcomes provide detail about what students are expected to achieve at the end
of each stage in relation to the objectives. They indicate the knowledge, understanding and skills
expected to be gained by most students as a result of effective teaching and learning. They are
derived from the objectives of the Chinese K-10 Draft Syllabus.

g consult

TABLE OF OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES —

CONTINUUM OF LEARNING

COMMUNICATING

Objective — Communicating
Students communicate in Chinese by:
interacting — exchanging information, ideas and opinions, and planning, negotiating and taking

action
Early Stage 1 |Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes
A student: A student: A student: A student: A student: A student:
LCHe-1C LCH1-1C LCH2-1C LCH3-1C LCH4-1C LCH5-1C
interacts in participates in | participates in |interacts with  [uses Chinese | manipulates
simple | play-based guided others in to interact, plan |Chinese in
exc;hanges in  flearning and classroom Chinese to and take action |sustained
Chinese classroom . . .
routines in activities in exchange interactions to
Chinese Chinese information and exchange
to engage in information,
classroom ideas and
activities opinions, and
to plan,
negotiate and
take action
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Objective — Communicating
Students communicate in Chinese by:
accessing and responding — obtaining, processing and conveying information through a range of
spoken, written, digital and/or multimodal texts

Early Stage 1 |Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes
A student: A student: A student: A student: A student: A student:
LCHe-2C LCH1-2C LCH2-2C LCH3-2C LCH4-2C LCH5-2C
engages with |identifies key [locates and obtains and identifies main | obtains and
Chinese texts |words and classifies organises ideas and interprets
information in  |information in |information obtains information
simple texts texts from texts, information in | from a range of
using texts texts
contextual and
other clues
LCHe-3C LCH1-3C LCH2-3C LCH3-3C LCH4-3C LCH5-3C
responds to presents presents presents uses Chinese [manipulates
spoken and information information information in  |to present Chinese to
visual texts using arange |using modelled |different information and | present
through of supports language formats ideas in a information,
actions, range of opinions and
gestures, formats for ideas in a
single words different range of
or phrases audiences formats for
specific
audiences,
purposes and
contexts
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Objective — Communicating
Students communicate in Chinese by:
Composing — creating spoken, written, bilingual, digital and/or multimodal texts

Early Stage 1 |Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes
A student: A student: A student: A student: A student: A student:
LCHe-4C LCH1-4C LCH2-4C LCH3-4C LCH4-4C LCH5-4C
composes composes composes texts | composes applies a range |experiments
texts in simple texts in |in Chinese imaginative and | of linguistic with linguistic
Chinese Chinese using [using modelled |informative structures to patterns and
using visual [modelled language and |texts in compose structures to
supports and |language sample Chinese imaginative and | compose
other sentence incorporating informative imaginative and
scaffolds patterns familiar texts in informative
language Chinese in a texts in
range of Chinese in
formats for different
different formats for a
audiences range of
audiences,
purposes and
contexts

Chinese K—10 Draft Syllabus for consultation
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UNDERSTANDING

Objective — Understanding
Students understand and analyse in Chinese or English:
systems of language — understanding the language system, including sound, writing, grammar
and text structure
Early Stage |Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
1 outcomes |outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes
A student: A student: A student: A student: A student: A student:
LCHe-5U LCH1-5U LCH2-5U LCH3-5U LCH4-5U LCH5-5U
recognises [recognises and |recognises applies key applies demonstrates
spoken and |reproduces the [intonation features of Chinese how
written sounds of patterns of Chinese pronunciation | Chinese
Chinese Chinese Chinese pronunciation |and intonation |pronunciation,
understanding and intonation, |patterns and intonation and
how they are and apply basic |writing writing
represented in writing conventions conventions
the written form conventions are used to
convey
meaning
LCH2-6U LCH2-6U LCH3-6U LCH4-6U LCH5-6U
recognises demonstrates |demonstrates |recognises and |analyses the
language understanding |understanding |manipulates function of
patterns in of elements of |of grammatical |familiar complex
statements, grammar in structures grammatical grammatical
questions and | familiar structures structures
commands language
patterns
LCHe-6U LCH1-7U LCH2-7U LCH3-7U LCH4-7U LCH5-7U
recognises recognises demonstrates |recognises identifies analyses the
that there are |features of an awareness |variations in linguistic and | effects of
different familiar texts of purpose and |linguistic and | structural linguistic and
kinds of texts audience in structural conventions structural
texts elements in and cultural features in
familiar texts influences in a |texts
range of texts

Chinese K—10 Draft Syllabus for consultation

16




Objective — Understanding
Students understand and analyse in Chinese or English:
language variation and change — understanding and reflecting on how languages vary in use
(standard and non-standard varieties) and change over time and place

Early Stage |Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
1 outcomes [outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes
A student: A student: A student: A student: A student: A student:
LCHe-7U LCH1-8U LCH2-8U LCH3-8U LCH4-8U LCH5-8U
recognises [recognises identifies explores how [examines how |analyses the
that similarities changes in Chinese is Chinese impact on
languages between Chinese due to [influenced by |interacts with | Chinese of
borrow words [ Chinese and contact with and influences |other social, cultural
from each other other other languages and |and
other languages languages languages cultures intercultural
influences

Objective — Understanding
Students understand and analyse in Chinese or English:
role of language and culture — understanding and reflecting on the role of language and culture
in the exchange of meaning, and considering how interaction shapes communication and identity

Early Stage |[Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
1 outcomes |outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes
A student: A student: A student: A student: A student: A student:
LCHe-8U LCH1-9U LCH2-9U LCH3-9U LCH4-9U LCH5-9U
recognises recognises recognises makes recognises that |explains and
that other similarities terms and connections language use |[reflects on the
languages differences and | expressions in |between their |reflects cultural |interrelationshi
are spoken in | between Chinese that own cultural ideas and is p between
their Chinese and reflect cultural |practices and [shaped by the |language,
immediate their own practices, and |language use |values and culture and
environment |language and |make and those of beliefs of a identity
and the world | culture comparisons Chinese- community

with their own [speaking

and other communities

communities

Chinese K—10 Draft Syllabus for consultation
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STAGE STATEMENTS
@ for your information

In NSW syllabuses stage statements summarise the knowledge, understanding, skills, values and
attitudes developed by students as a result of achieving the outcomes for each stage of learning.

Australian curriculum achievement standards underpin the development of the stage statements.

g consult

Stage statements are summaries of the knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes that
have been developed by students as a result of achieving the outcomes for the relevant Stage of
learning.

PRIOR-TO-SCHOOL LEARNING

Students bring to school a range of knowledge, understanding and skills developed in home and
prior-to-school settings. The movement into Early Stage 1 should be seen as a continuum of learning
and planned for appropriately.

The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia describes a range of opportunities for students to
learn and develop a foundation for future success in learning.

The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia has five learning outcomes that reflect
contemporary theories and research evidence about children’s learning. The outcomes are used to
guide planning and to assist all children to make progress.

The outcomes are:

Children have a strong sense of identity.

Children are connected with and contribute to their world.
Children have a strong sense of wellbeing.

Children are confident and involved learners.

Children are effective communicators.

arwDdPE

In addition, teachers need to acknowledge the learning that children bring to school, and plan
appropriate learning experiences that make connections with existing language and literacy
development, including language used at home.

EARLY STAGE 1

By the end of Early Stage 1 students interact in Chinese with their peers and teacher through action-
related talk and play-based activities. They exchange greetings and respond to simple instructions,
guestion cues and spoken and visual texts with actions, gestures, single words or phrases. They use
formulaic Chinese phrases for everyday interactions such as thanking or apologising. They participate
in shared listening, reading or viewing of texts such as Big Book stories, using pictures and contextual
clues to help make meaning, and responding through actions, drawing and singing. Students identify
key words in spoken texts, such as names of people or objects, and match simple words to pictures,

Chinese K—10 Draft Syllabus for c