
HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

2000

N E W  S O U T H  W A L E S

CHINESE
2/3 UNIT (COMMON)

(60 Marks)

Time allowed —Two hours
(Plus 5 minutes reading time)

DIRECTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Print Chinese–English / English–Chinese dictionaries may be used.

Section I—Core  (40 marks)

• Attempt ALL questions.

• Answer each question in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

Section II—Options  (20 marks)

• Attempt ONE option.

• Answer the option in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.
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SECTION I—CORE
(40 Marks)

QUESTION 1  Writing Skills  (10 marks)

Use a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

(a) Write about ONE of the following topics. Your answer should be written in CHINESE
characters and be 100–150 characters in length.

EITHER

(i) Write a dialogue between two students who are discussing their HSC marks.

OR

(ii) You live in an Australian city or town. Write a letter describing your home town
in order to entice a Chinese friend to visit it.

OR

(iii) Describe your feelings and experiences on an occasion when you got lost.

OR

(iv) Write to one of your Chinese friends expressing your mixed feelings about the
Sydney 2000 Olympics.

OR

(v) Write an account of one of your New Year shopping experiences.

OR

(vi) If you won $10 000 in a competition, what would you do with? Give reasons.
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QUESTION 1  (Continued)

(b) Complete the following sentences in relation to the subheadings below in simplified or
full Chinese characters . Write your answers in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

(i) Going places and doing things

Simplified characters:

1 .................................. .................................... .....................................

2 .................................. ................................ ............................

Full characters:

1 .................................. .................................... .....................................

2 .................................. ................................ ............................

(ii) Personal world

Simplified characters:

1 .................................. .................................... .....................................

2 ....................................................................................................

Full characters:

1 .................................. .................................... .....................................

2 .............................................................................................................
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QUESTION 2  Reading Comprehension  (20 marks) Marks

Use a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

(a) Read the passage below, then answer the questions on the following page.

Simplified characters:

chūhàn to sweat, to perspire

Full characters:

chūhàn to sweat, to perspire

12 
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QUESTION 2  (Continued)

(i) From the passage, find the single characters or phrases for:

1 just arrived;

2 getting off the aeroplane;

3 to swim in the sea.

(ii) From the passage, find the characters or expressions that have much the same
meaning as the following:

Simplified characters: Full characters:

1 1

2 2

3 3

(iii) Answer the following questions in ENGLISH.

1 (I) What is the first thing the writer noticed when she got off the plane?

(II) How does she feel about it now?

2 How did the writer get to her accommodation the day she arrived in Australia?

3 What first made her realise that Sydney’s winter was not as cold as she
expected?

Question 2 continues on page 6
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QUESTION 2  (Continued) Marks

(b) Read the dialogue below, then answer, in ENGLISH, the questions on the
following page.

Simplified characters:

bāng to help

tiāo to choose

xiǎndé appear to be, seem to be

shēncái body shape

8 
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QUESTION 2  (Continued)

Full characters:

bāng to help

tiāo to choose

xiǎndé appear to be, seem to be

shēncái body shape

(i) What does Xiao Hua want her elder sister to help her with?

(ii) What is Xiao Yue’s opinion of the item Xiao Hua wants to buy?

(iii) What does the elder sister finally suggest?
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QUESTION 3  Language Study  (10 marks)

Use a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

(a) Dictionary skills

Write the radical of each of the following characters.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(b) Transliterate the following sentences into Hanyu Pinyin.

Simplified characters:

(i)

(ii)

Full characters:

(i)

(ii)

(c) Transcribe the following sentences into Chinese characters. You may use full or simplified
characters, or a mixture of both.

(i) Míngtiān shì wǒ jiějie de shēngrì. Wǒ xiǎng gěi tā mǎi yí ge lı̌wù.

(ii) Xiǎo Wáng ài dǎ qíu, yě ài kàn Zhōngguó diànyı̌ng.
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QUESTION 3  (Continued)

(d) Match the four-character phrases listed below with the meanings given.

(i) (A) at home wherever you are

(ii) (B) a little knowledge is a dangerous thing

(iii) (C) vast distances

(iv) (D) all is now revealed

(v) (E) let a hundred flowers bloom

(vi) (F) untold hardships

(vii) (G) a completely new perspective

(viii) (H) to reap what you sow

(e) Rearrange the following jumbled phrases into correct, logical sentences. Write your
answers in your Writing Booklet.

Simplified characters:

(i)

(ii)

Full characters:

(i)

(ii)
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SECTION II—OPTIONS

Attempt ONE option.

Each option is worth 20 marks.

Answers may be written in EITHER English OR Chinese, unless otherwise stated.

OPTION 1—CHINESE FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES

Attempt BOTH Questions 4 and 5.

Answer this option in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 4  (12 marks)

Attempt BOTH (a) and (b).

(a) Read the dialogue below, then answer the questions that follow.

Simplified characters:

Full characters:

(i) What was Mr Lin’s request?

(ii) What was Mr Wang’s reply? Why?

(iii) What was the condition Mr Lin imposed on the agreement? Why did he
make this condition?
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QUESTION 4  (Continued)

(b) Read the advertisement below, then answer the questions that follow.

Simplified characters:

Full characters:

(i) Where are the factories located?

(ii) What is it about the goods produced by the Tangshan branch factory
that makes them popular?

(iii) What are the prices offered by the two factories?
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QUESTION 5  (8 marks)

Attempt BOTH (a) and (b).

(a) Write a brief answer to EITHER part (i) OR part (ii).

EITHER

(i) Explain the following terms.

1 4

2 5

3 6

OR

(ii) Name TWO Special Economic Zones in China.

(b) Answer ONE of the following in CHINESE characters in not less than 100 characters.

EITHER

(i) Write a letter to promote your T-shirt factory. Your letter should include the
following points:

• the name of your factory and its production capability;

• the location and how long you’ve been in business;

• the number of workers and their skills;

• your experience in the industry;

• the names of some of your clients the details of their orders;

• the source of your raw materials;

• the name of your banker;

• your ability to meet orders of any size.

OR

(ii) An international footwear company is planning to establish a factory in either
China or Australia. What advice would you give the company in terms of labour
and other costs for both countries?

OR

(iii) What are the advantages and disadvantages for China in joining the World Trade
Organisation?
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BLANK PAGE
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OPTION  2—TOURISM

Attempt BOTH Questions 6 and 7.

Answer this option in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 6  (10 marks)

Attempt BOTH (a) and (b).

(a) Read carefully the passage below, then answer, in ENGLISH, the questions on the
following page.

Simplified characters:

Full characters:
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QUESTION 6  (Continued)

(i) How many rooms does each cabin have? Name the rooms.

(ii) What attractions does the advertisement highlight?

(iii) How far ahead do you have to book?

(iv) Would Sydneysiders consider this place suitable for weekend trips
(ie Friday night to Sunday afternoon)? Why/why not?

(b) Answer the following question in ENGLISH in not less than 100 words.

Write a letter to an Australian travel agent setting out the advantages to them of employing
you, as a Chinese-speaking Australian, to lead tours to China. Propose TWO special
interest tours, giving the approximate length of the trips, the cities/regions to be visited,
and the type of accommodation required.

QUESTION 7  (10 marks)

Your answer MUST be written in CHINESE in not less than 50 characters.

The Australian Tourist Commission coined the slogan ‘Australia 2000—Fun and Games’
 to encourage interna-

tional visitors to disperse beyond the major destinations in Australia. Write a brochure on this
theme for prospective Chinese tourists.

Please turn over
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OPTION  3—LITERATURE

Attempt BOTH Questions 8 and 9.

Answer this option in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 8  (10 marks)

Read the passage below, then answer the questions on page 19.

Simplified characters:
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QUESTION 8  (Continued)

Question 8 continues on page 18
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QUESTION 8  (Continued)

Full characters:
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QUESTION 8  (Continued)

(a) How does Lu Shiping live on in the memory of Zhou Puyuan? In what way is she
present in his house?

(b) What does the passage tell us about the position of women in the society that is
represented by Zhou Puyuan?



20

QUESTION 9  (10 marks)

Attempt EITHER part (a) (pages 20 to 21) OR part (b) (pages 22 to 25).

EITHER

(a) Read the passage below, then answer the questions on page 21.

Simplified characters:
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QUESTION 9  (Continued)

Full characters:

(i) Is Mr Huang a good ‘adviser’ or a bad one? Give reasons to justify your opinion.

(ii) Why does Mr Huang convey his message by means of stories?

OR

Question 9  continues on page 22
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QUESTION 9  (Continued)

(b) Read the passage below, then answer the questions on page 25.

Simplified characters:
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QUESTION 9  (Continued)

Question 9 continues on page 24
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QUESTION 9  (Continued)

Full characters:
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QUESTION 9  (Continued)

(i) Discuss the master-servant relationship portrayed in this story, as it reflects the
broader social fabric of the times.

(ii) The servant does not behave in a straightforward way towards Mr Jodhpurs.
Why is this the case? Illustrate your answer with reference to the text.
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OPTION 4—FILM

Answer this option in a SEPARATE Writing Booklet.

QUESTION 10  (20 marks)

Attempt TWO of the following parts (a), (b), (c) and (d).

Answer the questions with reference to the film The Black Cannon Incident.

(a) Discuss, using examples, of how lighting and colour are used to set off the characters
and to reflect the theme of the film.

(b) Li Renzhong, Zhou Yuzhen and Feng Liangcai disagreed on whether to promote
Engineer Zhao Shuxin to an important interpreting position. With which of the
THREE leaders’ opinions do you agree? Justry your answer with close reference to the
film.

(c) The closing scene of this film shows some children playing dominoes as a red sun rises.
Explain what this symbolises.

(d) What conclusions can be drawn from this film on the position of intellectuals in Chinese
society and the difficulties they faced at that time?

End of paper
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