1995 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

GEOGRAPHY

In 1995 10 083Fandidates sdbr the examinations in Geography compared with 11 496 in
1994. Of the total candidature, 6758 sat exclusivelyher2/3Unit paper, while3325 sat for
the 3Unit Additional paper, a decrease 70 from the candidature ii1994. Only 6% of
candidates in the 2/Bnit Common paper elected tanswer questions frorthe Australia's
Neighbours Lobe.

General Comments

The 1995 examinationsllowed candidates to be ranked very effectivedgardless of the
pathway takerthrougheachpaper. This is very important in a paper watkernatelobes,
options in Part C oéach sectiomnd a choice ofjuestions throughout Parts B and C. The
candidates responded well to the papers, thighbetteresponses showing a very highility

to relate stimulus materials to the candidates' own knowledge based on work in class.

Both the 2/3Unit Commonand 3 Unit Additional papers were divided between Section Il
(Global Environments) and Sectidih (Australia's Neighbours).Candidatesnust not select
guestions from both Sections Il and Ill. Thisw seems to beidely understood, however,
since theproportion of candidates penalisititemselves byailing to answer fromwithin a
single lobe was insignificant in 1995.

Section I(compulsory anccommon toboth lobes) involved 20 short questions based on
interpreting stimulus material in a Broadsheet.the GlobalEnvironments_obe (Section 1)

of the 2/3 Unit Common paper, Part A required four short answers based on stimateusi
included in thequestion papers. In 1995 Part A referredneCore TopicSettlement and
Livelihood. Part B required one extended response based tis¢hend Misuse of Natural
Resourcesand structured questions were set in this part. Part C requireéxtsraled
response based dahe 2 Unit Options Food and Agriculture or Manufacturing and
Technological Change The questions in Part C were unstructured.
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1995 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

In the Australia’'s Neighbour&obe (Sectionlll) of the 2/3Unit Common paper, Part A
requiredfour short answers based on stimufnaterial included in thguestion papers. In
1995 Part A referred tthe Core TopicsNatural Resource Managementand Australia’s
Relations with its Neighbours Part B require@dne extendedesponse based ddultural
Diversity and Culture Contact and structured questions were set in this part. Part C required
one extendedresponse based ame of the 2Unit OptionsFood and Rural Areas and
Urbanization.

2/3 UNIT COMMON PAPER
Section | (Compulsory)

Questiondl - 20

The twentyquestions, worth onmark each,focused on a range gracticalskills based on

materials on the Broadsheghich featured a range ofiaps, graphand statistics. The two
topographicmaps featured were of part of Papudew Guinea and part of the United
Kingdom.

The comments below show, faachquestionthe percentage of the candidatuwkich gave

the correct answers (projected from a 10% sample of scripts). The range of accepted responses
is also shown, awell as briefcomments orthe skills and/orthe answers asppropriate. In

general the candidates performed very well in exacting basic data from world maps, pie graphs,
sector graphspopulationpyramidsand cumulativegraphs. As a wholéhey showed good

skills in estimating measuremerft®m the topographianaps. The better candidates were
accurate in their calculationssing corect units ofmeasurement to expresiseir answers.

Many candidates, however, penalised themselvesaling to expressthe correctunits of
measurement in their answers.

Weaker candidates encountered difficultieselation todrawingthe cross-sectioraccurately,
making exact calculations from graph scales @aldulating gradienand vertical exaggeration.
Calculationinvolves the reading of scalegontours, graphs or symbolsandidates are
therefore reminded to take into the examination the equipment necessary for anSeeiom
I. This includes an approved calculator, an accurate ruler, a protractor and sharp pencils.

Candidates are advised to refer to the directives abovegeawap of questions ithe Answer
Booklet which indicate clearly where the information is to be found on the Broadsheet.
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. Percentage
Question Correct Answer
1 91 200 - 400
2 83 B
3 73 A
4 95 USA
5 76 A
6 82 Nipa
7 60 coconut
8 46 234 - 238 degrees
9 57 4.9 - 5.5 kms
Latitude: 7 degrees 50 minutes S
10 55 Longitude: 147 degrees 40 minutes E
11 80 D
12 72 B
13 26 Cross-section
14 22 12.5
15 30 1:14 - 1:15
16 70 3.1-3.3
17 46 117.78 - 119.54M
18 55 3300 - 3500 million
19 29 1500 - 1650 million
20 19 500 - 700%
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Section Il : Global Environments Lobe

Part A (Short Answers) : Settlementand Livelihood

Questions 21 - 24 required short responses based on interpretation of stnaeisl printed

on the examination paper and on candidatederstanding ofhe geographical concepts or
knowledge appropriate to that stimulus material. The instructions to candidates, Section Il Part
A, encouragedhem to refer taheir own work on thigpart of the Syllabus in addition to the
stimulus material and to spend approximately 45 minutes on Part A. One gspstiiically

asked for the candidates' own sample stutlye majority wereable to dothis effectively and

to allocate time efficiently between the four questions.

In general, théest responses to Partdid more thansimply describe the stimulus material;
they wrote about the underlying processes or used their own knowledge tthshdwey had
understood the point of that material. They wrote concise, well aansdersand employed
appropriate concepts.

Average responsesfficiently described thetisnulus material inways appropriate to the
guestions asked, but did not draw out processes, concepts or generalisations.

Candidates scoring badly did rsftow olservational skillstheir understandingvas minimal,
or they misedthe point of the tmulus material. Irsome cases suaiaterialwas ignored
and a prepared answer was written on a related aspect of the Core Topic area.

Questiorn?21

Describe and account for the pattern of urbanisation in the map given.

This question was based on a map showuliregpercentage of totpbpulation living intowns

and cities in 1990. In the better responses candidates described and identified the global pattern
of urbanisation from the maprThey also gave alearanalysis ofthe patternusing additional
evidencefrom the map and theirown knowledge. Weaker responses made orilynited

attempt to account for the pattern of urbanisation, wirtlen processes weoften discussed

in basic or general terms, e.g. push-pull factors, counter urbanisation.
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Question22

What does the extract given suggest about the rotitief as financial nodeand centres of corporate and
political decision-making?

This question was based on an extract from the Gaia Atlas of Cities which discussed the role of
global cities. The betteresponsegxplained, withexamplesthe role of cities as financial
nodes and centres of corporate and political decision-making. Often the role of technology, e.g.
as in communications, was also mentiondthe influence of cities on other placsas also
recognised. Weaker responses showktlkaof understanding of botthe question and the
extract. Examples of roles and cities were used only infrequently.

Question23

Study the graph given.
Describe and account for the differences in #mount of rubbisiproduced by cities in developexauntries
compared with cities in developing countries.

This question was based on a column graph showomylation and municipaiubbish in

selected world cities. The better responses were able to describe and account for the differences
in theamount of rubbish produced lmjties in developed countriesompared with those in
developing countries. Here candidates recogntibatl developedcountries producemore

garbage per head of population than developing countries and preseletadeglanalysis of

the graph. Theyaccountedfor the differences bysing avariety of examples. Weaker
candidates often gave an analysigh&fgraph butfailed to accountor the differences. These
responses were often brief, with little attempt to accémmthe differencesand, frequently, an
inaccurate or incorrect interpretation of the graph being given.

Questior24

Describe the problems of maintaining environmental quality in the sample city you have studied.

The better candidates identified a rangepaiblemsinvolved in maintaining environmental
quality in their specificamplecity. Many commented otthe effectiveness oéolutions to
these problems.

In weakerresponsegandidatesnadelimited reference teefforts to maintain environmental
quality andmerely listedproblemsfaced in theirsamplecity. Sometimesthere was no
reference to a specific city or there was simply a discussion of cities in general.
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Part B (One ExtendedResponse)

The Useand Misuse of Natural Resources

Question?25

There is a needor responsible management of natural resourées both maintenance oénvironmental
quality and economic production.

Discuss this statement.

In your answer:

. define what is meant by responsible management of natural resources;

. discuss the need for maintenance of environmental quality;

. explain howresponsible management can maintdioth environmental qualityand economic
production.

The better candidates presented balaaceversackling all leaves of the structured question
in order to produce a comprehensive discussiothefstatement. Theghowed a sound
understanding ofhe relationship betweamanagement, environmentaliality and economic
production, using appropriate examples based on typeithef resources or of locations and
showed an understanding ofaintenance strategies. They also outlitteglways in which
these strategies have been implemented.

Weaker responsdacked a balance between coverage of environmental quality and economic
production. Many candidates in this category referred to economic production but made poorly
developed linkages to economic productionSuch response®ften showed a poor
understanding of natural resources.

Question26

The management of energy and water resources is vital to human activity.
Discuss management issues associated with EITHER water OR energy.
In your answer:

. identify your major study - EITHER water OR energy;

. outline human activities dependent on water or energy resources;
. describe how water or energy resources are managed;

. evaluate the effectiveness of these management strategies.

The better responses showeldadancedunderstanding of management issusdated to either
water or energy. They incorporated arformed discussion of humamctivities with
illustrative support and also gave an assessment of the effectiveness of management strategies.

Weaker responses consisted of a generalised discussiaatesfenergyuse andmisuse,with
only superficial reference to management strategies and their effectiveness.
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Part C (One ExtendedResponse)

Part C involved unstructured questionandidates being required &mswer ONE from the
option they had studied.

Food and Agriculture

Question27

Discuss the impacts of biophysical and social factors on the world pattern of food production and consumption.

In the better responses candidaaddressedhe biophysical factorsuch asclimate,landform

and soils, andhe social factorsuch as human inputsheritancewar, religion, urbanisation

and TNCs, and showed the impact of these factors on production and consumption of food on
a global scale. They showed clear linkages and drew examples and statistics from case studies.

Weaker responses were cleaihadequate inshowing impacts ofthe factors onfood
production. They frequently failed to addresseral of theequirements, i.e. biophysical and
social factors, impacts, world food production and consumption. In teepenses examples
were used only infrequently, and there was no recognition of linkages.

Question?28

Discuss the impacts of a farm or food-production unit on the biophysical environment.

In the betteresponsesandidates identified &arm or a food productiomnit and explained
either the positive or negative impacts in a detailed and scholarly presentation.

Weaker responses weofien veryshort,containedittle relevant material andherely gave a
description of a&arm or a food productiomnit, making little reference toimpacts on the
biophysical environment.
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Manufacturing and Technological Change

Question?9

Manufacturing change has impacts on biophysical, social and economic aspects of the environment.
Discuss this statement.

The betterresponsegxplained changes in manufacturing aswbgested linkagebetween
changes and impacts. Each impact was discussed in turn and examples given.

The weaker responses gave a limited description of either manufacturing change or of impacts.
Many often consisted of a preparadswer on amdustrial areavhich failed to address the
guestion.

Question30

The impacts of manufacturing growdnd decline on employment at the regiorahd local scale are
significant.
Discuss this statement with reference to a manufacturing area you have studied.

Herethe betteresponsesncluded statistical data teupport discussion and emphasised the
impacts of manufacturing growth adédcline onemployment. Clear reasoning anexplicit
discussion characterised these responses.

In weakerresponsegandidatesnadelittle attempt toaddressthe impacts of manufacturing
growth anddecline onemployment athe regional andocal scales. Ofterthere was no
reference to a specific area and limited use of factual data.
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Section Il : Australia's Neighbours Lobe

Part A (Short Answers)

Natural Resource Management/Australia’'s Relations with its Neighbours

Questions 31 - 34 required shoesponses based both imterpretation of stimulus material
printed on the examination paper and also on the candidates' understanttimgexdgraphical
concepts or knowledge appropriate to the stimulus material.

Question31

Study the map given.
Discuss the importance of Australia as a tourist destination for people from Australia's neighbouring nations.

The betterresponse$iad aclear focus onthe factorswhich haveattractedAsian tourists to
Australia. These responses made detailed reference toajmand figures. Many referred to
economic development and the rise of an Asian middle class.

Weaker responsavered only dew of the featuresvhich attract people to Australia and
made some reference to the map. Other links, e.g. aid, were often discussed superficially.

Question32

Study the table given.
What does the table show about the use of a natural resource among Australia's neighbouring nations?

The better responses referred to the fact thatdteh ofAsian nations representssabstantial
proportion of the world's fish catch. They also noted the dominance of Japan and China in the
table, and acknowledgethat fish are a renewableresource that requires sustainable
management.

They concluded, todhat therewas arelationship betweefevel of development and size of
catch. In theseesponses students also commentedthan big increasesnade bysome
countries as shown in the table and suggested reasons for this change.

Weaker responses often misinterpreted the data shown on the table andtlmaekerence to
fish as a renewable resource.
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Question33

Study the extract given.

Identify the major groups described in the extract and show how their interests are in conflict.

The betterresponsesorrectly identified not onlythe groups mentioned ithe newspaper
extract but also their interests in the region. They explatoedthe conflict existing between
the two groups.

In poorer responses candidates used little factual data from the newspaper extract. They barely
mentioned the groups involved and made no reference to the interests of the groups or resultant
conflicts.

Question34

Outline the conflicts that have arisen in one of Australia's neighbouring ndtiemsthe competing uses of a
natural resource.

The betteresponsedncluded an appropriate castidy fromwithin Australia's neighbouring
nations, e.g. forests in Eabtalaysia, ThailandPNG and Indonesia; mining i°PNG and

Nauru; fishing in the Pacific and water in India &wlLanka. Thes@esponses alsoutlined

conflicts resulting from competition over resource use.

Weaker responses useiher inappropriateexamples ofconflict or examplestaken from
outside Australia's region.

Part B (One ExtendedResponse)

Cultural Diversity and Culture Contact

Part B involved structured questions of which candidates were required to answalty.

Question35

With refrence to one oAustralia's neighbours, outline the economic, social, politiaad biophysical
changes brought about by culture contact.
In your answer:

. identify the nature of the culture contact;
. describe the economic, social, political and biophysical changes;
. discuss the impact of these changes brought about by culture contact.
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The better candidates showed their understanding divthénain elements dhe question as
they described inletail thefour groups of changeand thendiscussedhe impactthat these
changes brought about fmylture contact. Immany casesgandidates clearly explained the
nature of the culture contact, using examples such as NRNfG, NewCaledoniaSri Lanka,
India, Vanuatu and, overwhelmingly, FijThe better candidateshowed sound knowledge of
all changes, whiléhe ability of each to analyse theur groups of changes, using-depth
examples, was clearly apparent.

Candidates writing weaker responses, although seeming to undeh&aaguirements of the

guestion failed todemonstrateheir knowledge othe subject. Waknesse#cluded limited
information aboutthe geography of a nation agroup andsuperficial treatment of théour

groups of changes. In many cases these responses did not discuss the impact of such changes.

The weakest responses often concentrated on describing events in an historical sequence as in a
prepared answer. In a few cases examfalksnfrom outside Australia's neighbours were
used.

Question36

The urban or village way of life has undergone change as a result of culture contact and/or conflicts.
Discuss this statement with reference to a community within one of Australia's neighbouring nations.
In your answer:

e name a local community you have studied;

» describe the nature of the culture contact and/or conflicts;

» discuss the impact of change on the urban or village way of life.

The better candidates described in depth the nature of the adntsect or conflict. They
analysed the impact of the change on either the urban or village way of life.

Weaker responses treatediperficially the nature of the changejth only a limited
acknowledgment of impacts. Generally only a brief descriptiorthef culture of the
community was given.
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Part C (One ExtendedResponse)

Food and Rural Areas

Question37

Discuss the impacts of biophysical and social factors on the pattern of food production and consumption within
Australia's neighbouring nations.

See comment for Questions 27 and 28 in Global Environments Lobe.

Question38

Discuss the impacts of food and agricultural production on the biophysical environment in adaoalunity
within one of Australia's neighbouring nations.

See comment for Questions 27 and 28 in Global Environments Lobe.

Question39

The international and regional linkages of cities have undergone change.
Discuss this statement with reference to cities within Australia's neighbouring nations.

The better candidatesiderstood and couleiplainhow international and regionéihks have
changed over time. They referred tonamber ofcities within Australia's neighbouring
nations, recognising and explaining links such as rural/urban links, trade, aid and finance.

Weaker responsesften included agood description of causes and impacts but made only
passingreference to change. Thesesponses wereften merely a description diving
conditions in urban areas.

Questior40

Discuss how urbanisation has had significant impacts on a rural community in one of Australia's neighbours.

The better candidates described and understooprtioesses of urbanisation and referred to a
specific community. They also discussed in detail the impacts on this rural community.

Weaker candidates maintiiscussedhe causes of urbanisation withowference tampacts,
and sometimes failed to mention a rural community.
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3 UNIT ADDITIONAL PAPER

Section | : Global Environments Lobe

It was clear from the betterresponses tthe 3 Unit paperthat use ofprecise geographical
terminology, choice of good case studies or specific examples with up-to-datd &@atlence,
and reference to appropriateapsand diagrams, werthe key togood answers. Prepared,
descriptiveessayghat were not specificallyied to theset questions were not awarded high
marks.

World Economic Development

Questionl

@ Evaluate the methods used to measure economic development. In your answer, spégifto
nations you have studied.

The betterresponses showed a good understanding of economic development,
described a variety of indicators, anded examples from dtasttwo nations to
support their arguments.

Weaker responses showed oslyme understanding @conomic development and
outlined a number of indicators superficially. Thessponses wereften descriptive,
gave no evaluation of indicators and,nmany, indicators were confused with forces
and/or rates of development.

(b) Account for the uneven impact of economic development within a nation you have studied.

The better candidates clearly identifiadd accounteébr the uneven nature/impact of
development within a nation they had studied, usengeral factors and indicators, and
also making good use of examples and statistics.

Weaker candidates referred ttte uneven nature afevelopment and merely gave a
general description of thievel or path ofeconomic development. Theiesponses
merely gave a general description of factors or listed internal/external forces.
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The Fragile Planet

Question?

€)) “Philosophies of resource management rarfgem preservation of natural environments to
exploitation of natural resources'.
Evaluate the case for each of the extreme management positions outlined in this statement.

The better students recognised a range of philosophies of managefmemt
preservation to exploitation. Thaysedeither aseries of examples to illustratieeir
arguments or case studies to show extremes of management.

Weaker responses wegenerally descriptive, with verlttle attempt beingnade at
evaluation. Often these responses discussed managemenbissinetudedittle use
of sample studies.

(b) “Some environments have little capacity to cope with human-induced disturbance'.
Evaluate this statement.

In the better responses students madka link betweermuman-induced change and

the capacity of environments to cope. Even if only one environment weremesey,
examples of human-induced changes were given and capacity to cope was related to the
examples.

Weaker responses were often prepared case-studies with few links to the question.

World Power in a Nuclear Age

Question3

€)) “The factors that give power blocs cohesion are complex and vary from region to region over time'.
Analyse this statement, making specific reference to recent changes in theamatdigtribution of
world power.

This question asked students to analyse a given statementef@tknce toworld
power.

The better candidates analysed the factors responsible for cohesion within power blocs,
making specific reference to recent changes in both the nature and distribution of world
power. Several regions werased as examples and changes over time were also
discussed, including both recent changes and the factors involved.

Weaker responses wemdten good, descriptive historical accounts with onlijtle
reference to emerging powers in relation to the factors of cohesion.
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Analyse theeffectiveness ahternational agencies in containing conflieind maintaining world
peace.

The better responses outlined a number of international agenciesl@dnedsedonflict
as well as peace in respecttbése agenciesMany outlined social and economic
programs offered by agencies, made extensive use of data and examp&s|aatdd
the effectiveness of various international peace agencies. Inrédsggmsesandidates
were able to distinguish between containing conflict and maintaining world peace.

The weaker responses were mainly descriptive accounts of one organisation or conflict,
with no evaluation of their effectivenessSome werepreparedanswers omuclear
impacts ornuclear non-proliferatioragreements, while others were narratives of
conflicts, with little time being spent on conflict resolution.

Section Il : Australia's Neighbours Lobe

Economic Development

Questio

(@)

(b)

Evaluate the methods used to measure economic development. In your answer, spigifto
examples from Australia's neighbouring nations.

The better candidates were able to evaluate the effectiveness of a variety of indicators to
measure economic developmente. they could discuss the advantages and
disadvantages of different methods. They also tended to use examples frothanore

one nation to support their evaluation.

In the weakerresponsesandidates gave only a generaliscussion of economic
development with minimal or no reference to nations. Some showed no understanding
of economic development.

Account for theuneven impact of economic development within one of Australia's neighbouring
nations.

In the betterresponseghe candidateshowed aclear understanding of economic
development. Using a broad range of forces, they galkeaaaccount of theeasons
for the uneven impact of economic development.

The weakerresponses wergeneral essaysdealing with the level of economic
development or the path of economic development. TWasdittle or no reference to
uneven impacts, althougtomegave a brief description of thi®rces of economic
development.
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Fragile Environments

Questionb

(@)

and

(b)

See comments for Questions 2(a) and 2(b), Global Environments Lobe.

Political Tension

Questionb

(@)

(b)

With reference to one ocAustralia's neighbouring nations, identify sources of political tension and
analyse the impacts of this tension on the biophysical environment and the way of life of the people.

The betterresponsesncorporated an excellediscussion of both sources pblitical
tension and their impacts, and referred to a number of examples.

Weaker responses were vdayef and were largely descriptivesponses with only a
casual reference to the question.

Analyse the causes of political tension that exist between two of Australia's neighbouring nations.

The betterresponses recognisdite diversity ofcauses of pdical tension and gave a
detailed account of theauses of such tensitretweentwo of Australia's neighbours.
They used examples which clearly highlighted the political tension that occurs.

Weaker responses discusdbd conflict rather than theauses ofpolitical tension
betweentwo neighbours. Oftethey merely listed events which had occurred as the
result of such tension.
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