1995 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

SPANISH

In 1995, 394candidates presentéddemselves fothe examinations in Spanish. Of these, 82
presented for the 2UZ course, 174 for the 2/3 Unit course and 138 for the 3 Unit course.

2/3 UNIT (COMMON)
WRITTEN PAPER
Section |

Part A : Reading Comprehension

Questionl

The article was cleaand coherent, sthat candidatebadlittle difficulty in finding the correct
responses. It wadifficult, however, to paraphrassome ofthe terms whichappeared
throughout the text, e.gqRenaissance Those who responded in Englinded to paraphrase
more than those who answered the questions in Spanish.

Question 1(b) was the most difficult question. It was poorly answeeause of the abstract
references required for the correct response. Questions (c), (d) and (e) were not géfieult,
number of candidates were unable to andivese questions itheir own words. The poorer
candidates, irsome casegrovidedthe rightanswer but forthe wrong questiorand were
penalised. Individual questiorieat were answered both in Spanish dhadglish werealso
penalised.

Question?

This passage was fairly straightforward d@helquestions on ilent themselvesjuite easily to
copying straighttrom the text. This is definitely not advisable. Studertse reminded to
answer questions, wherever possibletheir own words. Answersopied directlyfrom the
text, without any effort's being made to paraphrase were penall$edbetter candidatesed
suitable synonyms and successfully answered the questions.
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Part B : Writing Skills

Question3 : A shortstorybasedon pictures

The majority of candidateperformedsatisfactorily in this section, followinthe story line
presented by the pictures in chronologioader and incorporating specifdetailsfrom the
pictures into their writing, e.g. waving farewell, driving along withoutage in theworld,
driving the wrong way up a one-way street, and the state of the driver in the last illustration.

It was pleasing to observinat themajority of candidates suppliedtitle to their story, thus
adhering to the conventions for story-telling.

Students in general are advised to keep to the story-line suggested by the pictures in the correct
sequence as presented. Although creativity is encouraged, it needs to béheitioands of
the visual cues supplied.

The majority of candidates experience difficulties with:

. spelling, with confusion betwednly, s/ Illy/g, h where it wasnot needed or
missing when required.

. verbs and tenses, sequence of tenses.

. word order in sentences.

. punctuation, especially with regard to accemsiswerswritten in astream of
consciousnessnode, withoutany punctuation, were extremely difficult to
fathom.

. forms of address between those speaking:
tl is inappropriate in a conversation between the police and wrongdoer.

. many Anglicisms were used:

mejor hombre for best man

una para la calle for  one for the road

pagar atenc on for  to pay attention

turno for  turn

me dieron una lectura for  they gave me a lecture

Candidates need to devote more time to the assimilation of vocabulary and grammar in order to
improve their performanceThere appears to be ateén degree of complacenayith some,

who appear to consider that, as they can spgeakanguage, no effort need imade to ensure

that what is written is accurate.

Questiond

@ Letterto anaunt

This continues to bthe most popular choicewith candidates andhany werewell aware of
how to set out a letter.
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Some, howeverhad no concept of the correct laydotr letter-writing in Spanish.
They wrotetheir full namesandhome addressdgere in Australia as well abat of
their aunt.

It cannot be stated often enough that the candidates must not at arime
identify himself/herself.

Marks were lost in this question for the same reasons as those outlined in Question 3.

Some need to acquaint themselves with the appropriate Spanish for family relationships
because, in writing to their aunt, theigned off astu primo/tu nietorather thartu
sobrina

Dialogue

This was chosen by a small numbercahdidatesalmostall of whom observed the
correct format forthe presentation of a dialogueOne lone candidatehowever,
appeared to have a well-rehearsed essay ready and went on to deliver it in toto, despite
the need for dialogue.

Many also appeared to have only read part ofgthestion, hence theiesponsesailed
to address the issues at stake. Moredhemnajority did not appear to be conversant
with the conventions required for successful dialogue presentation.

Marks were deducted for the reasons already outlined in Question 3.

Essay

Very few candidates attempted this question. Of thebe did so, many wrote an
introduction outlining their personal point ofiew, followed by the body of the
argument, and summed up in the conclusion.

Some, however, would have been better suited to the letter (4a) tigateheychose a
chatty andinformal style réter than a well-developed, structurédrmal piece of
writing with vocabulary and tone befitting the topic.

It is emphasised that personal anecdotes are not acceptable in an essay.

Marks were deducted as for Question 3.
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Section Il : Options
Part A : Hispanic Prose

Questions : CamiloJo< Cela,Lafamilia dePascuaDuare

€)) The majority of candidatesanswered this questioquite well, showing adetailed
knowledge of the relevant aspects of the text. Some concentrated only on the childhood
of the protagonist, Pascual, and treiiswers wer@ot as good as those cdindidates
who wereable to develop théheme morefully, by referring to thecases of Mario,
Rosario and Pascualillo tooThe majority successfully gave a sufficienttjetailed
account of the hardship and neglect experienced by the children in the novel.

(b) About half ofthe candidature realised that tpgestion referred not tile body of the
text, but to the additional materialhich serves as its prologue argpilogue
respectively. The intervention of tlranscriptor, and the framing athe main body of
the textthrough thisdevice, werethe main points sought byhe question. A few
candidates rightly considered thenner in which thiselates to the credibility of the
main text. Those whoreferred indetail relevant to théeginning and ending of the
main body of the text were given some reward for their efforts.

(c) Most candidatesanswered this questiowell and wereable to give quite detailed
accounts of the relationship between ghetagonist and his sister, Rosario. These
included thosemoments inthe text inwhich Rosario isthe only person who is
supportive of Pascual. Her effect on bieracter, in bringing out more human, and
humane, side was generally well described.

(d) Most candidates again were sufficiently familiar witie text to give at least adequate
descriptions of the marginalised commurstyown inthe text. Many, however, were
content simply to listhe manifestations of marginalisation, such as povéititgracy,
machismaand violence.The better prepared candidates related these fortloess of
marginalisation, to thelass divisions othe pueblg and to the broader historical and
social reality reflected in the text.

Question : ManualPuig,El besodela mujerardia

Only one candidate answered this question, showitigse knowledge athe textbut failing
to give a convincing account of the major narrative devices employed in it, as requested in part

(d).
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Part B : Hispanic Theatre

Question/ : FedericoGarcialLorca.Yerma

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

Fortunately all candidates realised thattittee was the name ofthe play's protagonist.
Furthermore, most of them weable to relate the title to theord yerma and its
associations with barrenness and infertility. The better candidates related this fact to the
central thematiconcerns othe text, while gdew wereaware of the potentiatony in

the title for those who see Yerma as the victim of Juai@dility .

This question was generally quite well answered, with most candidates showing a good
knowledge ofthe text. Many wereable to give detaile@ccounts of Victor'sentral
function, effectively acting as a counterpartJitan. The betteranswers showed an
awareness of the manner in which Yerpnajects heilown ideas andbsession®nto

the figure of Victor, and of the fact that his response is quite ambivalent.

Almost no candidates knew thext sufficiently well to be able tlwcatethis quotation

at the end of the scene at Dolores' house, after Juan has arrived andhienatsd for
being there. Thenajority, however, werable to give a reasonable explanation of the
meaning of the words. The most common response related them to Ykusteesed
maternal desire. The more perceptive candidates also saw thefleesg intimately

on the nature of her relationship with Juan.

Almost all candidates were able to describe the end of the play adequately.wasere
however, confusion amongst some asht exactircumstances of Juardeath, and
some interesting, if at times wrong, speculategardingYerma'smotivation. Those
candidates who gave a detailed account of events in the last scene roiggivedrks,
as did those who saw in Yerma's final words a declaration of relief and release.

Question8 : GriseldaGambarolLa malasingre

No candidate chose to answer this question.
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Part C : Hispanic Song

Questiod : Mecano- DalaiLama

@ Most candidates answered this question very well.

(b) In general, thenajority rehted to the historical event of tihinese invasion. Many,
however failed to relate to the traditionailues of thetown such adiberty, justice,
respect for religion, etc.

(c) Approximately half of those attempting this question answered it very Wié. best
students referred particularly to the economic condition of the country and hmited
Peace Prize: Dalai Lama.

(d) The few who werewell preparedansweredthe question quite wellshowing their

familiarity with the themes and musical arrangementtloé song. A number of
candidates, however, wrote very short answers.

Questionl0 : JuanLuis Guerra- El costodela vida

No candidates chose this question.

ORAL/AURAL

ListeningSkills

Candidates generallffound the News Itemssection, with its use of formal Spanistmore
difficult than the dialogue section in which the majority scored high mé#nks, compensating
for their performance in the New Items section.

The examination text was divided into 17 questions, of which Questions 6, 12, 13 and 14 were
the most difficult.

Questions 3, 4 and 5 proved to the easiest tanswer fromthe dialogue, asvere Questions
9,11 16 and 17 from the News Items.
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SpeakingSkills

The performance of candidategas generally satisfactory sina@most wereable to express
themselves fluently, specially in the familiar register.

Those who were awardetthe highestmarks showed avide command ofvocabulary,
grammatical structures and different syntactic forms, e.g.

Preferiria que no me criticases mas abuela

No deberias pensar que todas nacimos para tener cuerpos de modelos
El punto de vista que expones me parace muy apropiado

Si usted tuviera la bondad de ayudarme sefior

Pensamos que somos lo suficientemente responsables,.sefiora

Such candidatesmade the conversation interesting, challenging ambke loudly enough,
taking the leading role. It was, therefore, not necedsgsyshthem to perform.

Those whoobtained lowemarks showed éimited knowledge of aspectsuch as gender,
number, grammatical structuraad used a vergestricted vocabulary, which ofterontained
Anglicisms, e.g.

No estaré atendiendo al colegio

No quiero traicionar a ella

Yo puedo hacer mucho provecho pa' esta agencia
Si yo quisiera hacer cosas malas yo las hiciera
No se meta dentro de mi vida

Bueno abuelo, ahi tenés un punto

Many candidates were unable to use the formal register consistently, e.g.

Sefior profesor, entiendo que tu estas enojado
Si usted me da el trabajo, yo te aseguro que seré responsable
Te aseguro sefior que yo haré bien este trabajo

Others used "Spanglish” widely, e.g.

Esto reflecta mucho tu actitud
Tuvimos que movernos de casa
No quiero perder marcas por estar atrasada
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2 UNIT Z
ORAL/AURAL
Section | : Listening Skills

This examination proved to be quite a challenge fomtlagority of the candidature. Generally
their level ofunderstanding fluctuated accordingthte item focus andhe amount ofdetail
required for a complete responsklost difficulty occurred with vocabulary and situations of
weather, ticket$or performances, givinghore complexdirections, food items and modifiers
such agor lo menosandsiempre In such instancesandidates resorted threct translation
and not interpretation, angerformed better in situations concerningumbers, family
relationships and clothing.

It is strongly advised that candidates must:

. read each question carefully to determine exactly what is required before
providing a response

. their responses must contain all relevant details

. write legibly in either blue or black ink

Students arealso reminded to transfehe information for their response fronthe notes
column to the printed lines.

ltem1

On the whole candidategesponded reasonablyell here; significantproblems arose,
however, with providing th&ull set of directions.

ltem 2

This was amost challenging situation, witlthe majority of candidates failing tgrasp the
context.

ltem3

Most candidates responded well, but in many instances the modifiers were omitted.
ltem4

A number ofcandidates graspetie context ofthis situation, but theianswers were not
complete.
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ltem5

This situation proved quite challenging, with candidates failingr&spthe clothingitem, and
the details of the sale.

ltem6

On the whole this situatiowas well answered butagain,all relevant detailsvere omitted in
many responses.

ltem7

This waswell done bythe majority of the candidates bumany still failed to graspfully the
reasons for action.

ltem 8
This was the most challenging situation for most candidates.

ltem9

This item was reasonably well done but maayndidatesimply translated details and did not
interpret the information.

ltem 10

Although this item was reasonabhyell answeredcandidates still failed to provide fall
explanation.

Item11

The concepts involved in this situation were generally well understood.
Item12

Once againall the details eluded many candidates.

ltem13

This situation was answered reasonably well.
ltem 14

Candidates responded well here.
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Here candidates did not provide complateswers,and showed aimited understanding of
weather vocabulary.

ltem 18
Candidates answered this item reasonably well but, agaiall migtails were supplied.

ltem19

This situation was well answered.

Iltem 20

Answers tothis situation weremostly good,but therewas some confusion as teohat
happened to whom and who went where.

Section Il : Oral Reading and Speaking Skills
Oral Reading

Students are reminded that the title forms pathefOral Reading passage and,sash, must
not be ignored. The Oral Reading passage is chosen in order to provide candidatesnyith
opportunities to demonstratbeir knowledge and understanding $panishpronunciation,
stress and intonation. Many paused incorrectly, interrugii@fow of their reading. Others
attempted only more challenging vocabulary.

Candidates are encouraged to sound words out if they prove difficult, but to go baebeatd
the whole word fluently once they have grasfiedSome Spanish wordsre writtenwith an
accent to indicate thplacement of thestressbut many candidates ignore this assistance.
Certain vocabulary caused difficultgargaras, ineficaces, chillar, refugiaba, notablementé

Candidates ararged to read loudly andearly, and tgpacethemselves when recording in
order to give themselves every possible advantage.
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Speaking Skills
Situationl

Candidates failed tobservethe formal register anadould notmakethe agreement between
jacketandsmall Many appeared to lack the basic vocabuleeguired by the situation, and
also experienced problems with longer utterances and word order. Students are adséskd to
the English clue and to think dbw best to communicatle concepts ifBpanish, but not to
provide a literal translation.

Situation2

Candidates lacked familiarity witihe vocabulary of basic directions and failecdbbserve the

formal register. Problems were again encountered with longer sentences involving more than a
simple concept. Candidates experienced difficulty weh hotel Plaza and la plaza
mayor/principal A number incorrectly expressadotherasun otra Students areeminded

of the need to include appropriate prepositions for clearer communication.

Situation3

Once again candidatetiowed dack of familiarity with the basic vocabulary required in this
situation. Problems arose whehey tried toexpress themselvesticulately in(c), although
most werestill able tocommunicatetheir needs. The expressionnot feel like eating was
rendered ano me gusta comgwhich was not wholly acceptable. In spite of theggblems,
candidates appeared to handle this situation better than the most of the others.

Situation4

Few candidates greeted the lady correatigitting hertitle. Studentsare remindedthat the

person spoken to is specified, and that that person must be addressed in sooseialigyhy

title. Candidates found it difficult to translateore than Many lacked basic fruit vocabulary,
as well as knowledge of Spanish syntax with weights, rendering 2.5 kiflos gsmedio kilas

Ripewas omitted by the majority.

Situation5

Few could render the past teresmurately andack of vocabularywas also a problemMost
candidates provided an appropriate rendition of (a).
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All students are urged to revise:
situational vocabulary,
the use of the formal register, Spanish syntax,
idioms (e.g.ganas de comgr placement of qualifiers (e.glaza mayor, segunda
calle), and
agreement between articles, nouns and adjectives.

Practice and careful preparation will enhance a candidate's performance in this section.

Section Il : Reading Skills

Candidates obviously found difficulty in identifying the information required by each question.

Questionl : Hastalaspalomitasde maiz sondaiinas.

@ Many candidates indicated tl@mounts ofcalories andgrammes offats but did not
refer to the apparent harmlessness of popcorn.

(b) Full marks weregained by providing aomparisonbetween the ingredients in a
hamburger and the popcorn.

(c) A significantnumber ofcandidatesanswerecdcoco oil instead ofcoconutoil. Many

obviously did not interpretabe mejorastasting better, and veryew referred tchuele
bien

Question? : Los saflites

This passage wagenerally well handled antiany candidates scored futharks for(a), (b)
and (c). Part (d) presented some problems because of the amount of infomaatledfor a
complete answer.

Question3 : Losdinosauros

@ This question was generally answered well.

(b) Here manycandidates omittechany ofthe details requiredor a complete response.
Others were unable to communicate their understanding clearly.
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(c) Most candidatesunderstoodhat dinosaursevoke themage of size, but did nahake
the connectiorwith adults In addition, candidates could nexpressthe concept of
children's seeing in dinosaurs tingth of dragons

(d) Most candidates could not give a complete answer to this question.

Questiod : El Yoga

@ The majority of candidates answered this question very well.
(b) Many were confused about which details to incorporate in answering this question.

(c) Candidates grasped the concepetdxationbut very fewincluded the idea that it was
total or perfectrelaxation.

(d) Candidates generallynderstoodhe concept but failed texpresstheir understanding
clearly, or to include all relevant details.

Section IV : Writing Skills

Although candidates have a choice withihis examination paperthe majority chose to
complete the Guided Dialogu®uestion 5),while the remainder completethe Letter in
Question 7(a). Very few chose Question 7(b), and no one completdetee Dialogue
(Question 6).

It is again emphasised that this i@ting exercise. This means that what is writtsgrouldbe
neatly presented, itegible handwriting. It is in this type of tasthat spelling, accents,
punctuation, word order and grammar count. Marksallocated to these aspects as well as to
the creativity of whahasbeen written and thevay in which it is communicatedCandidates
need to meet these criteria to be able to gain marks.

Questionb

In completing this writing task, candidatieéled tointerpret the English clue and resorted, in
the main, to a simpletranslation. Students are encouraged tonime flexible when
completing a task of this nature, as this rigid adherentdgeténglish clue causedproblems
whenvocabularyitems were noknown. Very few showed a knowledge aify tense other
than the present tensdlany candidates could naxpressl love. A number confused the
spelling of stem-changing verbs and could not remember to thak&greement between verb
and subject.Few could translatesensible with many opting for the English word. Some
failed to show their knowledge of number by failing to write the time in words. Students are
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reminded that aactivity of this nature requires thought and careful consideration of what the
clue is actually saying and, therefore, their task is to couchahswer in correct anprecise
Spanish rather than provide a basic translation of the words that appear in the English clue.

Question7

The majority failed to answer this question fully because they did not check whether they had
made a statement about each of the aspects identified in the instructions.

Candidates were not sufficiently carefuthen writingwords whichare similar and tended to
provide the English spelling rather than the Spanish one. This results from a task done in haste
and costs valuable marks. A few moments of careful concentration at the end while re-reading
the piece of writing could avoid this waste. Mamandidateshowed dack of understanding

of appropriate verb endings, usually ignorthg numberand gender, others were unable to
spellcommonly used verbsorrectly. Thisproves to be costly when litle time spent in

careful thought could avoid this.

The majority avoided using the definite article and had difficulty in allocating the cartiet
to an item. Studentare expected t&now the gender otommon items. Many found it
difficult to choosecorrectly when the situation involved eitheser or estar  Problemsalso
occurred with the placement of the adjective in a Spanish sentence.

While most candidates could provide the correct format for an informal letter as required by the

guestion, a large number placed a comma after the salutation rather than a colon. Students are
urged to revise basic word groups, such as hobbies, subjects and sports.

3 UNIT ADDITIONAL

WRITTEN PAPER

Questionl

@ Letter
This task was not successfully handled by most candidates who dstiowtaequate
knowledge ofletter form conventions. Grammaticalljpe use ofappropriate register

was one of thestrongest skills displayed, althoughe following areas presented
difficulties for some candidates:

. use of passiveoice was taken literallyfrom the English and
was used inappropriately in the Spanish langudegseo traer la
atencion

. inappropriate use of the gerund in Spanish.
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In addition therevas alack of creativityand coherency isome letters, while most
students lacked the vocabularyexpress themselveslequately. Thenajority of the
students did not take notice of the prescribed length as stated in the question.

Essay

This was the least popular question, Wik candidates attempting it. The quality of

the answers was, in general, quite poor, with students disregé#ndimggister and the
vocabulary needed for a successful answer. Candidates did not often justify their points
and kept repeating treameideas couched in different worddore than half of the
candidature had difficulties in developing a concise, logical argument.

Topic Sentence

The answers of those whattempted this question were slightly above averdgest
observed the 200 word limit and attempted, with some success, to provideqaatad
story, responding tdhe creative and imaginative potential of the stimulus sentence.
Students should baware of theverb tense in any stimulus sentence ahduld
construct a text that comfortably includes it. The stimulus sentansé be anntegral

part of the story/text - it should not simply be used as a title.

LITERATURE : Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Question?2

(@)

(b)

Croénica de una muerte anunciada

Most of those who answered this question showed a reasonable knowledgedent.
The majority explained the concept of honour artated it to virginityand machismo
sex rolesyeligion, and thdaw. Here almosall candidates werable to cite relevant
guotations in support of their answers, while weaker candidates praodeggeneral
views on the notion of honour and virginity.

Croénica de una muerte anunciada

Very few candidates attempted this question, and tindsedid so did not answer it

well. The few who did answerwell, however,tried successfully toexplain the
consequences of the prejudices of a conservative society. A few candidates, in referring
to one of the main ideas, wirginity, quoted:

"unas mujeres en epueblo estaban como predestinadas a ser
desflorecidas antes de estar casadas”
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"If the town knew that she was not a virginé.used goods

"Angela Vicario is taken back to her famiike faulty merchandise for
failing to meet the requirements".

AURAL-ORAL

Résuné of aRecordedPassage

Although thistext was verydifficult, a few students didperform reasonablyvell. Most
candidates did nanswer this questiowell. Themajority, howeverkept to theword limit

and, by doing sathey acquired a limitedumber of maindeas and, irsome casesgpeated
these ideas because they did not fully understand the text.

Some of the most common errors in the summaries were:

pasajeinstead otextoto rendelpassage

probarinstead otomprobarto translate t@rove

wrong forms ofcerebralmentesuch aselebrarmente, serenalmengnd so on.
Articles were frequently omitted, as @entificas hademostrado Similarly, the influence of
English was seen ithe suppositionthat words like genteare plural, resulting imente que
creen la gente hacegrand also in the use of Englismgcticalforms such aslependiendo de

la situacion dependiendo de estos estudimsd so forth.

Attention should be called to those literal renditions in the course of the year.
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